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BY   TELK GRAPH 

TO    TUB 

»  MY  Him. 


(Bi"i;CIAL  WliSl'ATCii   TO   TUli   TltAN'SCKlrl.] 

TKE  SEHATJj  OK  THE  PEAUS  PSOPOoiriONS. 

(>itlore«l. 

Mit.  L,TNCOL.NS  OAiil  jN  111'. 


OUTKAGKS  COilJlirXED  ON   THE  riiKSIiJliX- 
TIAt,  CAKIUACJE. 


Waskinoton— Friday  uoou. 

Imnioiisc  crowda  arc  pouring  into  tho  Senate 
CliaiiiljiT  ic>duy,  to  bear  the  discurtsion  oa  the 
propobitions  of  ilio  Fciico  Cuurcrenco. 

It  is  ttiouj;ht  that  Ibe  propoiitionH  of  Mr.  Cor- 
win,  wliic-h  passed  tho  IIuusc  yosterdiiy,  and  tho 
rceomtiiendatioBs  of  the  I'uaco  CoufcreQCc,  Ciiinol 
foaimand  the  DecOBsary  votes  in  tho  Soiiato  to  se- 
cure their  adoption. 

Tho  resolutions  of  Seuutora  Seward  aoJ  Truui- 
buU  have  many  supporters  in  the  Senate.  They 
give  an  utliruiutive  response  to  the  wishes  of  tho 
Legishiturcs  of  Kentueliy,  [lliiiois  and  New  Jer- 
sey,  in  iuvor  of  a  National  Convention. 

This  plan  proposes  to  amend  or  alter  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  in  the  form  and  man- 
ner prescribed  in  the  Constitution  itself. 

This  measure,  it  is  reported  today,  will  cora^- 
mard  more  votes  in  tho  Senate  than  those  of  tho 
House  of  lieprcbcutativcs  or  tho  roaco  Cunfer- 
ence. 

Mr.  Lincoln  will  finally  decide  on  iiis  Cabinat 
tomorrow. 

Tlie  elegant  carriage  prcseutod  to  Mrs.  Lincoln 
by  theciiizcns  ol  New  York,  arrived  here  by  rail- 
road today.  It  was  much  defaced  by  some  mali- 
cious person,  who  has  scratched  the  doors  and 
otherwise  injured  tho  beautiful  work  on  the  vehi- 
cle. 

On  account  of  tho  state  of  public  aliairs,  tho 
Inaugural  Address  of  President  Lincoln  will  not  be 
scut  from  Washington  in  advance  of  itd  delivery. 


[to  the  AaSOCIATliD   PltBSS.J 


MR.    LINCOLN    SERENADLD. 

GOV.  HOUSTON  IMPLICATED  IN  THE 
TWIGOS  TKKAOHERY. 


lUE    NISSOUKI     COMVKXTOX. 


Washimjton,  1st.  Despatches  received  from 
Jliijor  Anderson  say  that  tho  work  continues  on 
llio  Uomliproof  llattery  at  Cuinining.s  I'oint,  but 
that  he  could  with  the  guns  of  Fort  tiuiuter  stvoep 
all  away  in  u  few  moments. 

Juhn  Hell  denies  that  he  has  been  ofTorod  a  seat 
in  the  Cabinet,  or  that  he  dcsii-cs  one. 


FEEPABATIONS  FOB  AN  ATTACK  ON  rOBT 
SUMTEA. 


Captiiin  Tope,  of  the  Array,  one  of  Lincoln's 
travelling  suite,  has  been  court-martiulled  for 
speaking  disresiKctluIly  of  Mr.  ijuehauaa  iu  a 
recent  leciure  at  Cincinnati. 

Mr.  Lincoln  dined  yesterday  with  Mr.  Spauld- 
ing,  member  of  Congress  from  the  Uulfalo  dis- 
trict, in  company  with  General  Bcou,  filuauca. 
Seward,  Hates,  Chase  and  others. 

A  court-martial  has  been  ordered  in  the  case  of 
Captain  Armstrong  for  surrendering  tho  Pensaeo- 
la  Navy  \ard. 

Advices  from  Charleston  state  that  tho  lloaUng 
Uattery  was  launched  on  Monday  last.  Dahlgreea 
guns  were  hourly  expected.  All  tho  troops  on 
furlouch  are  ordered  to  return  by  Wednesday. 

Lincoln,  Hamlin  and  Corwin  were  serenaded 
last  evening  by  the  Marine  Band.  Mr.  Lincoln 
responded  to  the  compliment  us  toUows; 

Iilv  Friends— I  su()pose  I  may  take  this  as  a 
compliment  paid  to  mo,  and  as  such  please  accept 
my  thanks.  I  have  leached  tho  city  of  Washing- 
ton under  circumstances  considerably  dilferent 
from  those  under  which  any  other  man  reached 
it.  I  have  reached  it  for  the  purpose  of  taking  an 
official  position  among  its  people,  almost  all  of 
whom  were  opposed  to  me,  and  are  yet  opposed 
to  me,  as  I  suppose.    (Cries  of  "No,  no.") 

I  propose  Lo  lengthy  address  to  you  now.  I 
only  propose  to  say,  us  I  said  yesterday,  when 
your  worthy  Iward  of  Aldermen  called  oa  me, 
that  I  believe  mucli  ill  feeling  exists  between  you 
and  the  people  of  your  surroundings,  and  th  it 
people  from  amongst  whom  I  caine.  I  have  de- 
pended and  now  depend  upon  the  removal  of  all 
misunderstanding.  I  hope  that  things  shall  go 
alomx  as  prosperously  as  I  believe  you  desire  they 
mayr  I  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  remove 
something  of  this  misunderstanding,  and  I  may 
be  able  to  convince  you  and  the  people  of  your 
section  of  the  country  at  large,  that  wo  regard 
you  in  all  things,  as  being  our  equals,  and  entitled 
to  the  same  respect  and  the  samo  treatment  as 
ourselves. 

Wo  are  in  nowise  disposed,  if  it  were  in  our 
power,  to  oftend  you,  or  to  deprive  you  of  any  of 
>our  rights  under  the  Constitution,  or  even  nar- 
rowly to  split  Lairs  with  you  in  regard  to  what 
are  vour  rights,  but  to  give  you  so  far  as  in  our 
power  all  your  rif^hts  under  the  Constitution,  not 
grurtginglv,  but  fully  and  fairly,  and  I  hope,  that 
by  thus  tuUuiig  with  you  wo  will  become  better 
acquainted,  and  I  trust  in  tho  future  we  will 
become  better  friends.  Now,  my  frien<ls,  with 
ihcse  very  few  remarks  I  return  you  my  thanks 
for  this  compliment,  and  expressing  my  desire  to 
Hear  a  little  more  good  music,  I  bid  you  good 
night.  ,        .  .     ,  -r 

Wadnnijlon,  28lh.  Mrs.  Lincoln  visited  Miss 
Lane  yesterday,  at  the  White  House.       - 

li  is  reported  that  eorrespondeuce  exists  in  tho 
War  Department  showing  ihat  Governor  Houston 
was  gieailv  instrumental  iu  inducing  T^viggs  to 
surrender  the  government  properly  iu  fexas. 

St.  Louis,  ':!blh.  The  Con\eiuion  assembled  to- 
(iav  in  Jefierson  City.  It  was  called  to  order  by 
Judge  Orr,  anJ  was  teni|X)iarily  organized  liy  the 
choice  of  Judge  Gamble  for  President.  Commit- 
tees on  credentials  and  a  permanent  organiz.acion 
wcie  appointed,  when  it  was  found  that  only 
seventy-live  members  were  present.  Adjourned 
until  tomorrow. 

Alter  a  permanent  organization  the  Convention 
will  adjouin  to  St.  Louis.  Tiie  news  IVom  Wash- 
ington'bad  a  pleasant  elfect  upon  tho  members. 
Kx-Governor  Price  will  probably  Da  permanent 
President. 


THE    SOUTH     CAROLINA     COMMIS- 
SIONERS AND  THE  PRESIDENT. 


t-m-^-m-t ■ 


THE  COBKESPOKDKNCE  PUBLISHED. 


New  York,  7th. 
The  correspondence  bct\vcen  the  South  Caro- 
lina Commissioners  and  the  Trosident  is  printed 
in  the  Charleston  papers  of  the  5th,  received  here 
bv  the  steamer  Columbia  tonij^ht.  The  Commis- 
sioner's first  letter  sets  forth  that  they  have  full 
powers  to  treat  for  the  delivery  of  the  torts  aud 
other  pubUc  property,  aud  also  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  publie  debt  aud  division  of  the  pub"^ 
property  and  for  the  continuance  of  peace.  Ihoy 
were  furnished  with  an  official  copy  of  the  seces- 
sion ordinance,  and  were  prepared  to  negotiate  on 
the  basis  of  that  ordinance,  but  the  action  of  Ma- 
jor Anderson  altered  the  condition  of  affairs  un- 
der which  they  came  and  they  urged  the  Presi- 
dent to  immediately  withdraw  the  troops  from  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  as  such  a  standing  menace 
rendered  negotiations  impossible.  The  letter  is 
signed  bv  Barnwell,  Adams  and  Orr. 

In  reply,  the  President  reiterates  what  ho  said 
in  hifl  message,  and  says  that  he  can  meet  Chom 
only  as  private  gentlemen,  but  is  willing  to  coru- 
lauBicate  to  Congress  any  proposition  they  might 
■Sake     In  reply  to  tho  ao=cx  tion  of  the  Commis- 
sionera  that  he  was  pledged  not  to  alter  the  status 
tf  the  fbrces  at  Charleston,  the  President  trans- 
mits to  them  the  copy  of  a  note  from  the  Reprc- 
ssnuiives  of  South  Carolina  expressing  a  belief 
that  neither  the  State  or  the  people  of  South  Car- 
olina would  molest   the  forts  until  offers  were 
Tnade  to  amicably  arrange  the  difflculties,  provided 
tlic  militaiy  status  remained  undisturbed.    The 
ft^esident   says  he  objected  to  the  word  "pro- 
Tided,"  as  it  might  be  construed  into  an  agree- 
ment which  be  never  would  make,  but  was  assured 
that  such  a  construction  would  not  be  put  upon 
t.   It  was  his  determination  not  to  reinforce  the 
brts  until  they  were  actually  attacked,  or  he  had 
fextain  information  that  they  would  be.    He  had 
Wer  sent  reinforcements,  and  certainly  never  au-« 
torized  any  change  in  their  relative  military 
&tus. 

jle  refers  the  Commissioners  to  the  order  of  tho 
qretary  of  War  of  tho  Uth  to  Major  Anderson 
t4void  acts  that  would  tend  to  provoke  aggrcs- 
im,  and  not  to  take  any  position  that  could  be 
C<iStrued  into  a  hostile  attitude,  but  to  hold  pos- 
B^n  of  the  forts  in  the  harbor,  and  if  attacked 
to  «end  them  to  the  last  extremity.  The  small- 
nesAf  Major  Anderson's  force  not  permitting 
1"™\  occupy  more  than  one  fort,  in  case  of  at- 
tack,, ^as  permitted  to  take  possession  of  cith- 
er. T^  President  fmther  says  it  is  clear  that 
MaJQi  Vflerson  acted  without  authority,  unless 
he  nadl^iience  of  hostiUties,  and  justice  requires 
that  thi^jave  officer  should  not  be  condemned 
jrithout  i  heariag.  His  (tbe  President's)  first 
promptingvyaa  to  order  Major  Anderson  back  to 
PortMouitL  but  information  that  the  Palmetto 
6tg  floated^ver  Forts  Moultrie  and  Pinckney 
precluded  hisiakinj  this  step. 

He  recounts>iie  ftuure  of  the  forts,  the  hoist* 
lagof  Palmetto^fiagtover  the  Post  otfice  and  Cus- 
V>tt  House,  whei«3  th  American  flag  should  be, 
ahd  (tie  resigTiaticoi  01  Federal  officers,  and  says 
aaa$t  such  circnmstaoes  he  was  urged  to  with- 
draw the  Federal  troops  from  Charleston.  This 
he  could  not  do,  and  wo|ld  not  do.  Such  an 
idea  ootid  never  be  enterWned  in  any  possible 
oontingeacy.  He  then  states  diat  he  Lad  j  ust  re- 
ceii«d  «  despatcli  stating  '  that  the"  Arsenal  at 
Charleston  had  been  seized,  cotijaining  over  half 
a  million  of  property  belonging  to-  Ui8  govern- 
ment. Comment,  he  says,  is  needless,  and  ha 
will  only  add  thai  while  it  is  his  duty  to  defend 
Fftrt  Sumter  agrinst  hostile  attacks  from  what- 
ever quarter,  hecannot  perceive  how  such  de- 
fence can  be  coistrued  into  a  menace  against 
Charleston. 

The  Commisioncrs,  in  reply,  say  that  they  are 
perfectly  conteat  with  their  reception,  and  enter 
into  no  animalversions  as  to  the  quotations  made 
by  the  Presiient  from  their  letter.  They  state 
that  hia  actim  in  removing  a  veteran  officer  from 
the  commaid  of  Fort  Moultrie  because  he  wished 
for  an  addUonal  supply  of  ammunition,  his  ac- 
cepting o/"  the  resignation  of  a  cabinet  officer,  and 
Other  acts,  led  the  people  of  South  Carolina  to 
»eUev6  that  he  would  keep  the  pledge  implied  in 
Jhe  note  of  the  representatives  from  that  State. 
They  say  that  the  President  seeks  to  escape  from 
Its  cbhgations,  and  that  his  ,  prompt  decision  on 
the  day  after  their  arrival  would  have  avoided 
»»b8equent  complications. 


iney  contend  that  the  procedure  of  Maj .  An- 
derson was  an  act  of  war,  and  that  tho  subsequent 
action  of  the  State  was  to  secure  deteuco.  1  hey 
say  to  the  President:  "You  have  deciaea— yoii 
have  resoVvcd  to  hold  by  force  what  was  obtuiucd 
by  misplaccii  coulidcnce,  aud  converted  Major 
Anderson's  vioWtion  of  orders  into  u  legitimate 
executive  order.  You  huve  reudercil  civil  war 
inevitable.  Be  it  so.  If  you  choose  to  lorce  tho 
issue  upon  South  Carolina  shtj  will  accept  it,  rely- 
ing upon  llim  who  is  the  God  of  justice  as  well 
as  the  God  of  hosts,  and  .-.he  wUl  endeavor  to  do 
her  duty  bravely  and  hopefully." 
The  following  is  the  reply  of  the  PrCM dent : 
"Executive  Mansion.  Thin  paper,  just  pre- 
sented to  the  President,  is  of  such  a  character  that 
he  declines  to  receive  it." 


gu 


.   THE    PEACE    CONFEliENOE. 


RESTORATION     OF     GOVERNMENT     PROP- 
£RTV  DEMANUEU  OF  LOUISIANA. 

«  »»■  I 

INTELLIGEKCE  IKOM   MAJOli  ANDKBSON. 


Mr.  liiiicolu  to  Oive  his  Tiews  on 
€ouiproiuli»€XS. 


New  Yark,  Feb.  2Gth.  Washington  special  de- 
spatches state  that  the  rcsolutiou  ofToied  by  Mr. 
bomcs  of  Maiuo  in  the  I'ouco  Couforence,  to  pro- 
tect free  speech  and  freedom  of  the  press  ia  the 
Territories,  was  rejected  by  a  small  majority. 

It  is  understood  that  the  administration  intends 
to  institute  piocecdiugs  immediately  in  the 
Twiggs  treason  case. 

Mr.  Boutwell  and  other  New  Englandors  urge 
the  appointment  of  N.  P.  Banks  as  Secretary  of 
War. 

Caleb  Cushiug  has  given  his  opinion,  by  re- 
quest, on  the  legaUty  of  Floyd's  acceptances.  He 
holds  that  the  Government  is  liable. 

Secretary  Holt  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Louisiana  demanding  the  restoration  of 
the  Government  property  in  New  Orleans,  de- 
nouncing it  as  a  flagrant  and  atrocious  spoliation. 
Gov.  Moore  has  returned  the  letter  endorsed— 
"When  addressed  in  the  usual  language  of  official 
intercourse,  he  would  consider  the  matter." 

President  Duvis  has  appointed  Yancey  Com- 
missioner to  Europe. 

There  was  a  warm  election  in  Georgetown  yes- 
terday.   An  anti-Democratic  Mayor  was  chosen. 

Major  Anderson  writes  that  uo  unusual  prepar- 
ations have  recently  been  made  against  him,  and 
some  works  are  apparently  abandoned. 

Secretary  Floyd  recently  boasted  that  so  dis- 
tributed was  the  army,  that  no  considerable  force 
could  be  collected  against  the  secessionists  under 
two  months. 

The  Times  s.ays  that  several  prominent  Repub- 
licans of  the  Peace  Conference  consulted  with  Mr. 
Lincoln,  and  propounded  certain  questions,  which 
he  expressed  the  determination  to  answer  in  wri- 
ting. Should  this  prove  true,  the  question  of 
compromise  will  soon  be  determined. 


)^i^^ 


I-  A  LEAF  FBOM  HIS^o#    ' 

I'liF'    "fEACE    KE.SOLITIOXS  "    j^     IV  *^ 


.ei«r 


J>esperate  A     ''uipts  of  tUe  l'"e.i^  '-i-ti>"'i 
Fellows    to   ^l»ke    the   Wai    .^  ill'    far*"" 


Tlie   iUeii   Who 


Otcu 


ai  Afi  v»l  ■"" 
the  Ke.soliitions^  „  n,,    louse-  aw   -lU'l's* 
Were  Tlirottle.i.;  „  f|,e   Senatf  ;. 

Someone  who  has', een  resurrocm  liitUi;i''""y 
eeuds  The  Tkibuke!j,  somewhul  w  n  audoi  yel- 
Jewish  copy  of   tha^iaiquette   n\ly  Kxit>tresx, 
dated  Montello,   Wii,;^    Fiiaay,   51>cU   ti,    j.iS6a, 
containing,  amonff  <,ther  things,  s-'iVjyujni  edi- 
torial  advocatluff  Jije   cuilmg   ol    a  NaaoniU 
ConveiiUon  for   tUt  ympose  of  atteJptuiK:  to 
settle  the  War  by  Arbitration.     The  .(Utoriiil  is 
backed  up  by  a  sergs  of  resolutions, "JUblisLeJ 
on  the  same  page,  ,vhich  had  just  bofi  adopted 
by  one  branch  of  the  Illinois  Geneiil   Assem- 
bly.    Commenting   on     thoia,    the  -vVibcousiu 
editor  said:     "Iten]   them  carefuiU,  anrt  V4ew 
them  as  comluif  fio^   the   LeeisliUue  ot   Lin 
coin's  own  State,    xhc  ^vork  hao  aleady  com- 
menced, lot  it  KO  forward,  and  its    inporlance 
possess  the  mindof  every  intelli'-eit  thinking 
patriot  of  the  Northern  free  States.,' 
Olw'.i■.'.'*.*^'P."•:..Tl.:  Of  THE  KlCSO-t'TIONS. 
The    resolutions    referred     to,    'shich    were 
known  as  the    "Illinois   Peace   UeiOlulious  ot 
lSd3,"  originated  in   the   House,       aviug  been 
oonoeivf-d  in  the  powerful  brain  o    that  ardent 
flre-in-the-rear  Patriot,  tbe  Hon.  V  "  VV.  O'Brior 
then    hailing    from    Peoria.      T/'O'   were    n, 
ported    to     the    House      from    z'.io    Commii 
tee       on       Federal      Itelations        of      whio 
Scott    Wike — an   ardent    Pike    p    lunty    Den 
ot;rat  and  subse(;uentiy  amem]„        f  Conirre.sb  _ 
was  Chairman.    Thouifh  theyl  '^°'  id  ttie  Hou  , 
Feb.  12,  1863,  hy  a  vote  ot  5:'  to  Jf',  t  hey  sBiu '^  I 
a  very  dilferent  fare    in    they  Sena; .'.'       -^'fr 
much  acrimonbus  debute   and   frcquoni,'   ^'j^^j. 
ponements,   tii)    Kepublicaos    once   aoseu'  jnj  ' 
tbemselvea  anj    breuking    the    quorum,   I'^^y  I 
were  set  as  a  special  order.      In  the  meuntim/  '• 
however,  the  J»emoerats  lost  a  aieinoor  by  lj^J^]l  ' 
den  death,  in  ihe  person  of   Sf  laior   Uogt,,-^  of  I 
Clinton.       TUs    left   the    Seiyte    a    t:e,     y,ifh    ' 
tbe    presiding    olhcer,    Lieut  -Gov.   SHot;uii,„    i 
who  bad  the  tasting  vote  in   uoh  contiufencv' 
against  the  Djmocrats.     Thi,   the    resouoon^ 
falleQ  in  the  Senate  and  wen^  j;  e,  to  tie  Jn„p, 
session,    whi;h    Gov.    Yates   prorogaec    ilu, 
ban^msr    then    up   for  all  n^e.     The  Psol 
tloDS  were  aa follows: 


PEACE    VHEN  THERE 


WHEKKAS,  The  Uniun  lia«  iir,  , 
from  the  Ked.ral   ConstitiitiOD' 
solely    by   th^t  instrument,    i^ 
virtue   there  ore;  and  when  t;, 
CouatUutlon  ne  susoendeil, 


IS  NO  PEACK. 


i  existence  St-Kar; 

but,  beiDj!   oruai 

eun    oiil/  eiLst 

'he  provisici.s  of  tl 

^     ,^      ^       ,        either   in   tliiieot« 

f/;H^^»'"^i!,',   "''"""■  H^   '"^   North  or  tJie  South. 
Is  allKe  tiiau.ion  ;  and 

WntKt.^s  The  i-ederal  G<,vernment  cuu  lawfu 
y  exercise  o  p.,wer  that  is  ,,^1  (.onfoire,.   upon 
rl^nf    .f,'^'    ronstitutio^.   ^1,^   exorcise,  ther 
fore   of  otbr   powers   not  granted  by  tlia  in«r, 
ment    in  tu  e  of  war  as  wel,  ,.,  i„  ^i^j,  ^f 
a  violation  .f  the  written  w  u,m  the  Amfrir.,.n  pe 
pie,  destrutive  of  tlieir  i  ,!„„  »f  uoveruaient  a. 
of  iheir  coi,mon  liberties;    u,m      *"  '«"""'«"'•  »' 
-   Y'^i-^f'l    'I'he   Conatituuon   ,..n„ot   i,^   ,.^^i,  ^^ 
uablic  feeling,  by  the  mere' e-xerciseot  the  coercive 
powers  conucled  to  the   (icnonil   (iovemiuent,  and 
that,  in  case  of  differences   and   contlicts  between 
the  State  and  Federal   (ioveriiuient.s    too   powerful 
for  adjustment  by  tlie  civil  department  of  the  (gov- 
ernment, the   appeal   is    not   to  the  .sword    by    llie 
State  or   by  the    t;eneral   Covernmeiit,  but  to   the 
people,  peacefully  assembled  by  tlielr  representa- 
tives In  convention:  and 

WHtiiLAs,  'i'he  alleKlanoo  ot  the  citizen  Is  due 
«lone  to  the  Constitution  mid  laws  made  In  pur- 
suance thereof— not  to  any  man,  or  oiticer,  or  Ad- 
ministration; and  whatever  support  is  due  to  any 
officer  of  this  (iovernmeui  is  due  ulone  by  virtue 
of  the  Coiisiltution  and  the  laws;   and 

WnKKi;,».N,  Also,  the  coudlili.n  of  the  whole  Ue- 
publlc,  but  more  especiaily  tim  preservation  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people  of  Illinois,  impeiatlvely  de- 
mand that  we,  their  reiiresentatlvos,  ^liould  make 
known  to  our  fellow-countrymen  our  deliberate 
Judumoiit  and  will: 

M'e  lio  Uicrejora  drdare.  That  the  act  of  the  Fuder- 
Bl  Administration  In  suspendlny  the  writ  ot  habeas 
c-orpus,  the  arrest  of  citizens  not  subject  to  mili- 
tary law,  without  warrant  or  uuthority ;  transpoit- 
Inii!  tbem  to  ilistaiit  .States,  incarcerutliiK  them  iu 
political  prisons  without  cliar^fo  or  accusation,  ue- 
iiyiiiK  them  iho  riiilit  of  trial  by  jury,  witnesses  hi 
their  favor,  or  counsellor  their  defease;  witlihold- 
in(f  Irom  tbem  all  Uiiowleai.'o  of  their  accusers  and 
the  cause  of  their  arrest;  .Tnswei-Ii:t{  their  petiti^ms 
for  redress  by  repealed  lujiuyiind  iiisull;  prtr.criL- 
in*;  in  many  cases,  as  a  comiitlon  of  tlieir  release, 
ie»t  oaths,  arbitrtiry  and  Illegal;  in  the  abridgment 


of  freedom  or  speech  autl  ot  the  press,  by  iia-  i 
KrlsonUiK  the  citizen  for  exprossluK  his 
•entlments;  by  Buppresslng  newspapers  by  • 
jnllltary  force,  and  establlshhu;  a  concur 
ship  over  others.  wholly  Incompatible  I 
with  freedom  of  thouKht  and  e.tproasloii  of  opin-  I 
I  Ion;   and    the  establishment  ol  a  system  of  espion- 

I  aye  by  a  secret  police  to   invade  the  sacred  privacy 

of    unsuspecthij;    citizens;    doclarliii:    martial    law 
!  over  States  not  In  rebellion,  and    when    ilie  courts 

are  open  and  uiiobatnicted  for  tiie  punishment  of 
crime;  in  declarinn  the  skives  of  loyal  as  welt  as 
disloyal  cilUens  in  certain  States  and  parts  ot 
States  free;  the  attempted  enforcement  of  com- 
pensated emuiicipatluii;  the  proposed  taxation  of 
the  laborliiK  wliite  man  to  jiurciiase  tho  freedom 
and  secure  the  elevation  of  the  neitro;  the  trans- 
portation oi  --legroes  into  the  State  of  llliimis  in 
detiauce  of  the  repeatedly  expressed  will  ol  tiie 
people;  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Ihe  ro|ire- 
sentatives  of  a  free  and  soveroiyn  Istate; 
the  dismemberment  of  the  State  of  \'ir- 
(jlnia,  erectiuK  within  her  bound.uios  a  new- 
State,  without  the  consent  of  nor  J,egl^l:lture— are, 
each  and  all,  arbitrurv  and  uncoustUutionai,  a 
usurpation  ot  the  !e;,'islative  functions,  and  a  sus- 
pension of  the  judicial  departinent  of  tiie  t^tate 
and  Federal  Governments,  subvertinK  the  Consti- 
tution, State  and  Federal,  invading  the  reserved 
rights  of  tlie  people  and  the  sovertii;nty  of  the 
States,  and.  If  sanctioned,  dostruetive  of  the 
Dnlon,  estabilsiiintf,  upon  tho  coiumon  ruins  of  tlie 
liberties  of  the  people  and  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  a  coneoUdated  military  despotism. 

And  we  hereby  solemuly  ilcclare  that  no  Ameri- 
can citizen  can,  willioui  tiie  crime  of  liiHilolliy  to 
his  country's  Conslitiiticjus  and  thu  aiiexlunce 
which  he  bears  to  each,  sanction  siioli  usurpations. 
Bellevlnet  that  our  silence  will  be  criminal,  and 
may  be  construed  into  consent,  in  deep  reverence 
tor  our  Constitution,  which  has  been  rutlilesiy  vio- 
lated, we  do  hereby  enter  mir  most  solemn  pro- 
test against  those  usurpations  of  power,  iind  place 
the  same  before  the  world,  intending  thereby  to 
warn  our  (Uibllc  aervauts  against  further  usurpa- 
-^tions;  therefore 
r  Hentitvtd,    1)1/    titc     lloiidC    vj     lUjjrcrscidaaves     {the   . 

HtnaU    concurring     herein).     That     the     army    was 
organized,  contldlnK  In  the  declaration  ot  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  Inaugural  addrcss—to-wit:  that  he  had 
no  purpose,    directly    or    iinlUoctly,     to    interfere 
with  the  institution  of   slavery  in  the  States  where 
It  existed,  and  that  he  believed  he    had    no    lawful 
right  to  do  so,  and  that  he  liad  no  inclination  to    do 
so;  and  upon  tho  declaration  of   tlie  Federal    Con- 
gress— to-wlt:  that  this  war  Is    not    waned    in  any 
spirit  of  opi)ression  or  sulijugallon,    or    any    pur-   j 
pose  of  overthrowing  any    of    tho    instltuilons    of   I 
any  of  the  States;  and  that  inasmuch  aa  the    whole    ! 
policy    of     the      Administi-ulion      since      tlio     or-    i 
ganlzation      of    the      army      has      been      at     war 
with  Uie  declarations  aforesaid,  culmltjatiiig   in  the 
emancipation  proclamation,  leavlnu;  the  iacL  patent 
that    tho    War    has    been    diverted     Irom    its  first 
avowed  object  to  that  of  subjugalion  and  the   abnl- 
llion  of  slavery,  a  Iraud,  both  legal  and  moral,  has 
been  perpetrated  upon  the  brave  sous   of    Illinois, 
who  have  so  nobly    gone    fortli    to    battle  for  the 
Constitution  and  tlie  laws;   and,  while    we    protest 
against  the  continuance    of    this  gross  fraud  upon 
our  citizen  soldiers,  wo  tliank  them  for  that  lieroie    I 
conduct  on  the  battletleld  that   sheds  imperishable    ' 
Kiory  on  the  state  of  Illinois. 

HmolveU,  That  we  believe  the  fiirtiicr  prosecu- 
tion of  the  ]>respiit  War  cannot  result  in  the  res- 
toration of  the  Union  and  tlie  preservation  ol  the 
Constitution  as  our  fathers  made  It  unless  the 
Presidents  emancipation  proclaunitioii  be  with- 
tlruwn. 

Hcauli'eil,  That,  while  wo  condemn  and  denounee 
the  tlagrant  and  monstrous  u.-,urpaii.ius  of  tlic  Ad- 
ministration anitencroacliments  of  Abolitionism, we 
equally  coBdemn  and  denounee  the  ruinous  heresy 
el  Recession  as  unwarranted  uy  tlio  Conslitiilion 
naa  destructive  alike  ol  thu  security  and  perpetuity 
of  our  lioveriiuiout  and  the  peace  and  liberty  of 
••he  peoido;  and  fearing,  as  we  do,  tliut  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  present  Congress  and  Administra- 
tion at  no  distant  day  to  acknowledge  tlie  iiulo- 
pendence  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  there- 
by sever  tho  L;nion,  we  lierebv  solemnly  declare 
that  we  are  unalterably  opposed  to  any  sncii  sev- 
erance ot  the  linion,  and  that  we  never  can  c(m- 
»eiit  that  the  great  Northwest  tihall  be  separated 
from  the  Southern  States  eompiislug  the  Missis-  ' 
flippl  A'alley.  'I'liat  river  shall  never  water  the  I 
soil  of  two  nations,  but,  from  its  source  to  its  con- 
lluenee  with  the  gulf,  shall  belong  to  one  groat 
and  united  people.  ] 

IU)siiti'Cii,    That    peace,    fraternal    relations,    and    I 
political  tellowsliip  siiouid  be  restored  among  the   | 
States;   tliat  the  best  interests  of  all  and  the  welfare    | 
of  man   required   that    tins  should   bo  done  in  tlio   ' 
most  speedy  and  most  efloctive   manner;  that  It  is 
to  the  people  '.  e  must  look  lor  a  restoration  of  the 
Cnion    and    tlie    blessings   of  pe;ice,  and  to  these 
ends  we  shall  direct  onrearnest  and  iioncst  elTorts; 
and  hence  we  are  in    favor  of  the  assembling  of  a 
JSatlonal    convoiillou  of  all  the    Slates  to  so  adjust 
v"    oiir  National  dilhcullies  that  the   Mates  may  hore- 
Btter  live    in    harmony,  each   being   secured  in  tlio 
rights  guarantocu  res|iocl  ivcly  to  all  by  our  fathers  ; 
and  which   convention,   we  recommend,  shall  con- 
vene at  Louisville,  Ky.,  or  such  ,ither  place  as  shall 
be  determined  upon    by    t'ongress   or    the    several 
States  at  tho  earliest  practicable  period. 

JItxolvcd,  furthtr,  llicirfme.  That,  to  retain  the  ob- 
ject of  the  foregoing  resolulions,  we  hereby  uieino- 
ralizo  tho  Congress  of  the  United  States,  ihe  Ad- 
ministration at  Washington,  and  tiie  Executives 
tind  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  take  such 
immediate  action  as  shall  secure  an  armistice  iu 
which  the  rights  and  safety  of  tlie  Government 
shall  be  fully  protected  for  such  length  of  time  iis 
may  be  necessary  to  enable  tlie  people  to  meet  in 
convention  aforesaid;  and  we  therefore  earnestly 
recojiimend  to  oar  lellow-citizens  everywhere  to 
PfeSfifVjjjHlfl  tesep  »JLl<fra(r.l«i'#tkil,|U"J!,«VhslituUonaJ, 


otdigutions,   ,o    iibslain    from    all    viole/o:,:,  and   lo 
ineet  together  and  reason  each  with  the  other  upoa 
the  best  mode  td  attain  the  groat  blegslng  of  peace,     ' 
tinity.  and  liberty;  and  be  it  further 

Utao  11  '(.  That,  to  secure  the  cooperation  of  the 
M,iie,s  ^nd  the  (Jeneral  Governmoiil.  ■'teplicn  T 
LO.'an.    Miiiiuel    S.    .Vlarshall.    H.  K,  .'-,  OMr-lvenv 


William  C.  fJoudy.  Anthony  Thornton,  and  .John  T). 

Caton  are  hereby  appointed  CnmnilKsioiicrs  to  con- 
fer immedlaiely  wiih  Congress  and  the  I'rcsldeiit 
of  the  United  States,  and  with  the  Legislatuies 
and  lOxecutlves  ot  the  several  States,  and  urge  the 
necessity  of  prompt  action  to  secure  said  armis- 
tice, and  tho  election  of  delegates  to  and  early  as- 
sembling of  said  couvenlion.  and  to  arrange  and 
agree  with  the  General  Government  nr.d  tiie  several 
States  upon  the  time  and  place  ot  holding  said 
convention,  and  that  they  report  their  action  In  the 
prouil8ea.to  t.ie  General  Assembly  of  this  State.  Q 
Hcaiiiccd.  'I'liat  tne  .Sponkor  of  Uie  House  of  Hep- 
resontatlves  be  rerjues'.ed  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  foregoing  preamble  and  rHSOlutions  to  the 
ProLndont  of  the  United  States,  to  each  ol  our  ben- 
ators  and  Kepresentati  ves  In  Congress,  and  to  each 
of  tho  Governors  and  Speakers  of  the  House  of 
UepresentativcB  of  the  several  States. 

"  PEACE  "  MEN. 

Those  In  the  Uouso  votltjg  in  the  affirmative 
on  these  resolutions  wore: 

Names.  Coun/y. 

Cliarles  E.  Boyer vVill 

Michael  Brandt '..  .Cook 

William  ,1.   Brown- !!.'.!!Adam3 

Albert  G.  Bui'r Scott 

.John  8.  Busey .'. ..'.'ciiampaign 

Thomas  B.  Cabeeii Mercer 

oustavus  F.  Coffeen Montgomery 

Chauncoy  L.  Conger White 

Pill  lander  Dougherty Clark 

Jelierson  A.  IJavls WoodforJ 

John  O.  Dent j,a  Sal  le 

George  Dent '.V.'. .'.".'.  Putnam 

John  M.  Englisii Jersey 

.lames -M.  Epler '     '     Cass 

Melville  W.  Fuller ...."."..",. .Cook 

'  John  (ierrard .....Kdgar 

Theodore  C.  Gibson ^ La  Salle 

.lohu  (;.  Graham Fulton 

James    M.  Heard Wayne 

Thomas    B.   Hicks Mossae 

James  Holgate Stark 

Charles  A.  Iveyes Sangamon 

John  Kistler u„cii  Island 

Jtobert  H.  McCaiin Fayette 

Edmund  Menard Uandolph 

John    W.  Mcrritt Marion 

Ambrose  M.  Miller Logan 

John  Monroe !..  Vermilion 

Milton  Morrill Hancock 

W.  W.  O'Brien Peoria 

David  W.  odoll Crawford 

.'Marcy  B.  Patty Llvingst. oi 

1  lenry  K.  I'offer . . .  .• Warren 

Lewis  J.   Keid McDonough 

Ifouhon  Hoes.sler Slieiby 

Joseph  .Sharon Schuyler 

James  W.  Sharpe Wabash 

Simeon  l\  .Shope Fulton 

.lames  U.   Smith , ,' Union 

John  T.  Springer .".Morgan 

John  Ten  Brook Coles 

.lames  B.  Turner , Gallatin 

Charles  A   Walker .Macoupin 

■lames  M.  Washburn Williamson 

William  Watkins Bond 

Kilas  Wenger ■'iiizewell 

John  W.  Weseott Clay 

Alexander  E.  Wheat ....' Adams 

Scott  W 1  ke jjjte 

Henry  M.  Williams "  Jeffersim 

WilllHm  B.  Witt Greeu 

.Mr.  Speaker,  Samual  A.  Buckmaster Madison 

— Total,  i2. 

FOR  THE   WAll. 

Those  votiuir  in  the  negative  were: 

^^'t"te-  Covntu. 

Algernon  S.  Barnard Bu  Page 

Jacob  P.  Beach , Kendall 

Lorenzo  Brentano Cook 

H.  C.  Burelnird Stephenson 

.loseph  F.  Chapman Carroll 

Seidell  M.  Church Winnebago 

Ansel  B.  Cook Cook 

Frimcis  A.    V^iistronn ...-.- -.-j-- t-.r.i. 

James    Eldor ".V. /. .'.'.'.'.".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.Macon 

James  V.  Gale Ogle 

William  IC.   (Jinther '.'..'.'.'.'.Cook 

Addison  Goodell Iroiiuola    i 

Henry   (ireen jo  Daviess 

10.  .Vt.   Haines Lake 

Kenias  I,.  Harris _ igQ 

James  Holy oko   '.'.'.*.'...  Knox 

Chauncey  L.   Lake Kankakee 

Luther  W.  Lawrence Boone 

S>  Ives ter  ;i.  .Mann Kane 

•  lohu  W.  Newport '....'(irundv 

Harrison  .Noble McLean 

Wrltcll  W.  Sedgwick De  Kalb 

Leunder  Smith Whiteside 

Boynlon   'leiiiiy... J, f)e  Witt 

.lohn  TlKJinas st.  Clair 

.^luos  G.  Throop '. Cook 

.loseph  B.  Underwood st.  Clair 

Thaddeus  li.  Wakeman   Mclieiiry 

—Total,  2h. 


RKVERDY  JOHNSON   ON  THE  PJEACE 
GONUH£!>S. 

We  copy  below,  from  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, an  important  letter,  ffooi  Hou.  Rkvebdy 
Johnson,  respecting  the  doicgd  of  the  Peace 
CoDgrees,  held  at  Washiugtoa  ia  the  winter  ol 
1861,  of  which  Mr.  JoaNSON  was  a  promiuent 
member : 

Washington,  May  13,  1S63. 
jS/s.  Journal  of  Corii.ui.trce  : 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  copy  of  Mr.  David 
DuDLKY  Field's  letter  to  you,  of  the  21st  of  April 
last,  published  in  your  paper  of  tlie  Bucceeaing 
day.  In  the  present  coauitiou  of  the  country  no 
advanUge  perhaps  can  be  gained  by  recalling  'the 
history  of  the  Peaco  Couvcnlion,"  but  aa  Mr.  F. 
haa  thought  tit  to  do  so,  it  is  proper  that  the  iact 
•which  he  etatea  in  regard  to  it  if  tnoneous  should  | 
be  corrected.  Aa  one  of  the  membeia  named  by 
him,  aa  having  been  aatichcd  with  "the  peace 
coulerence,"  I  avail  myself  of  the  hrst  Ui^ure  to 
give  the  fact  as  it  waa.  This  will  be  done  with  no 
view  to  call  ia  question  tho  purpubtd  accutaey  ot 
Mr.  Field,  but  to  set  rnjsv;!!  liglu  wi-U  tho:C  who 
may  feel  an  interest  in  the  tul.jtcl.  For  this  pur- 
pose a  few  preliuiiuary  rv-marid  are  nectasarj. 
The  Gouventioa  aB=euibleiI,  at  ihc  iQatanco  ol 
Virginia,  through  retoludons  p-jisseJ  by  her  Gene- 
ral AssciLbly,  on  iho  19iU  of  January,  1S61. 
Their  preamble  seta  iorth  as  '•  the  deliberate 
opinion"  of  that  body  that  "unleta  tue  uuhappy 
controversy  wuich  so  uivides  the  States  ot  the 
confederacy  fchaU  be  bads) ado rlly  adjusted  u 
ptrmanent  dimolaUou  of  tki.  L/niou  ii>  nuuitaOle." 

In  this  cuuvicti^^u  tue  most,  if  not  all  of  the 
Southern  States  were  beiitved  to  coiicur,  and 
also  very  many  of  the  diiCiTmng  and  rtlieeting 
citiueua  of  iho  Northern  States.  EvideLoe  ol  this 
waa  found  in  the  citbates  in  CocgreoS,  discussions 
on  the  hustings,  in  the  oublic  press,  uLd  iu  many 
of  the  pulpits  of  the  country.  However  unjusti- 
fiable aa  ttiinga  then  were  (ii  the  desired  adjust- 
ment was  not  oDtainco)  a  ccveiafjce  ot  the  Uuioa 
by  force  would  be  enitemtd  by  the  intelligent 
patriotism  of  the  country,  it  was  jetmanifebt  Irom 
iheir  antecedents,  that  there  were  mou.  North  and 
South,  who  looked  to  such  a  re--:ult,  not  only  with- 
out regret,  but  with  iiope  and  g  aduecs.  Tbey 
were  aoubtleca  few  iii  eaca  section,  but  they  were 
zealous,  reckiets,  and  faka.icil,  ana  needea  only, 
to  succeed,  topics  with  wbicii  to  delude  and  mad- 
den the  mind  of  the  honest  masses  around  them. 
These,  all  goodlojal  men,  were  bohcitoua  to  ue- 
prive  them  of,  aad  hence  they  were  moai  auxioua 
to  place  slavery,  the  chief  ciuse  of  mischief, 
beyond  their  reach.  That  the  danger  existed,  not 
only  manifested  itoelf  in  the  manner  before  auted, 
but  every  proposition  ollertd  in  the  peace  ccu- 
vention,  whether  by  Northern  or  Southern  dele- 
gales,  disclosed  it. 

1st.  Tbe  nature  of  ihs  sevtn  amendmenta  to  the 
Constitution,  reported  by  a  mujority  of  tha  Com- 
mittee of  which  Mr.  Guthrui:  wai  chairmau,  im- 
plied it. 

2d.  The  minority  report  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  of 
Connecticut,  in  terms  almost.,  ataitd  it.  Tbe  pre- 
amble of  reaolutioua  recommended  by  him  said, 
"Whereas,  unhappy  ditferences  tiist  which  have 
alienated  trom  eacn  other  portiona  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  lo  such  an  eittnt  as  nerir 
oudy  to  diaturb    the  peane  of  Uu  nation.'" 

Tne  principle  of  legal  uullilicaiion,  asserted  by 
Mr.  Calhocn  m  18/8,  in  a  careluUy  prepared 
paper  which  waa  made  the  foundation  of  the  nul 
hiying  ordinance  of  tiia  State,  of  1832,  waa  main 
tained  in  part,  if  not  mainly,  on  ttie  authority  of 
the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions  of  1798-9. 
The  lolly  of  the  doctrine,  its  utter  inconsistency 
with  the  very  words  and  i  bjects  of  the  Conatitu- 
tion,  were  ao  obvious  ihat  neither  the  intellectual 


acutt  it  th  which  its  author  aupponed  it,  nor 
tbe  i  lUueuce  of  his  previously  well  earned  fame, 
nor  the- pcrauabi»e  authority  of  the  great  names  of 
Jkiveason  and  Madi^Oin,  could  nave  it  from 
almost  universal  contlemuaiioa  in  every  State 
eicept  that  of  its  ougiu,  and  irom  the  condem- 
nation of  the  purcbl,  biigaa*:'t,  ana  aolcat  minUj 
of  South  Garohna  he- sell.  Uae  of  these,  Jamks 
L.  PiiTriGREW,  but  receuily  taken  irom  ua,  to  ttie 
deep  regret  of  iha  nauou,  undismayed  by  the 
intense  treason  and  frantic  violence  arouad  him, 
safe  from  their  danger  oy  the  eliieiu  of  tus  apot 
leas  character,  hia  ocern  eouruge  and  lofty  patri- 
otism 10  the  very  last  of  Ins  stay  on  earth, 
retained  and  boldiy  avo*eu  hia  perfect  loyalty  tu 
the  governaieat.  Too  wise  lo  be  ltd  astray  by 
the  fchaiiow  lailaciea  of  ibe  KuiiTs  ami  Yanckys  of 
the  hour,  ami  too  devoted  to  tne  bappiueas  of  iiia 
State  and  country,  \o  take  any  other  course,  hi.- 
clung  to  the  faith  of  our  t-iibera,  aud  boluly  de- 
nounced the  treason  to  which  ttiete  oonspirators 
invited,  and  by  wtiica  ihey  have,  to  their  rum,  led 
their  deluded  folio nerj. 

The  doctrine  iiieiefore  soon  fell  into  general 
diarepute,  and  wua  finaliy,  and  to  ihe  gratiacatiou 
of  tUu  oouuiry,  eilinguuhcd  by  luo  matchless 
power  and  eloquence  ot  Wiusrtrt,  and  the  steiu 
patriotism  and  indomitable  will  of  Jagkbon.  It 
Waa  demonbtraied  by  Mr.  MAOiaON  himtelf,  whose 
mind  remmned  aa  clear  as  aunlight,  ia  several 
letters  m  1S.-1-2,  to  be  uuerably  uuienable,  and 
with  110  warrant  either  in  the  reaolulions  of  '98  9, 
or  in  the  rtport,  the  work  ot  his  pen,  made  iu  de- 
fease of  those  of  Vuginia.  This  btresy  exploded, 
the  other  kindred  aud  aa  gross  and  more  perui- 
i  cioua  one  of  Seceaaiou  was  bubstituted.  But  this 
at  first  mot  with  little  lavor.  la  Iact  it  alepi  un 
heeded.  A  portion  however  of  its  votaries  de 
signed  at  the  first  opportunity  to  make  it  work 
certain  mischief,  and  lor  mischief  only  was  it 
Buited.  The  lanll'  no  long.r  lurniabing  this 
opportunity,  the  plan  was  •'  to  fire  the  Southern 
heart,"  and  arive  the  Suu^hein  mind  to  madneaa 
by  slavery  agitation.  The  institution  was  so  con 
nected  with  their  domestic  comfort  and  so  vital, 
as  they  thought,  to  their  material  wealth — waa  oi 
such  long  and  und  siurbed  atandmg,  and  so  clearly 
recogniied  and  protected  by  the  conatiiution  itself, 
and  had  not  only  been  tbe  cause  of  danger,  but 
file  Eource  aa  they  believed  of  their  prospeiity  and 
political  power,  and  above  all,  iia  sudden  termina- 
tion would  in  their  juogment,  be  to  Iruitfuf  of 
even  the  direct  calamities,  tnatto  approach  it  with 
that  end,  was  tare  to  jpruduce  the  sterneat  deter- 
mination to  resist  the  tfi'jrt  at  all  hazards,  and  to 
break,  if  it  could  not  be  other wice  succesafuily 
accomplished,  even  the  ties  of  atsociatiou  of  fra- 
ternal affection  and  of  love  ot  country,  which,  un- 
til then,  had  been  a  univeraal  national  sentiment 
and  a  fountain  of  naiioual  power.  The  plottera 
on  both  sides,  who  fad  long  wished  and  meditated 
a  de5t;uc:io;i  of  th,;  Uumn  lor  that  purpose, 
eagerly  caught  at  every  cuauce  to  present  aud  lan 
into  flame  luia  iruittul  topic  of  miachief.  With 
that  view  those  in  H-.e  Sjuth  greatly  ex^ggeraitd 
the  prevalence  of  Norihem  uo-iiiic),  whilat  thuae 
in  the  North  did  all  they  could  to  aid  them. 
Whether  by  arratigeuient  or  not,  ihey  were  in  Iact 
the  aUies  of  each  oiner.  They  wors-td  for  tue 
same  end  and  by  thu  sime  meaaS — dautry  agiia 
tion.  It  Wj.s  inc  euuduet  of  iheae  compaiauvely 
few  men,  that  brought  tue  country  to  tue  condi- 
tion ia  which  it  was  generally  believed  to  be  whea 
the  peace  cuuventioa  acsemoica,  a  coudition  wnich 
it  was  thought  would  terminate,  it  not  satisfac- 
torily sctded,  as  sulemuly  declared  iu  the  resolu- 
tions under  which  the  cjnveuiion  a=aemoled,  "ia 
a  permanent  dissoluiiou  of  the  Uuion. '  The  con 
servalivc  members  of  the  ounvcniion  relljctmg  aa 
I  then  believed,  and  now  believe,  the  smceie  wioh 
of  a  large  mujoriiy  of  the  people  of  every  State 
J  It  jieaented,  earneotly  deaued  to  satisfy  the  South 


that  the  insdiutiou  would   not  bemteifercd  with, 
and  on  the  cont  ary,  that,  their  rights  in  relation  to 
it  would  be  faithfally  observed  la  the  preaeUl  and 
securely  protected  m   the   luturo.     With  this  ob- 
ject they  wished  to  give  the  South,  without  im- 
paring  any  nghta  vested  iu  ihe  North,  sucu  guar 
antees,  which,  aithougu  impUed  as   they  thougut, 
in  the  constitution  aa  it  is,  would,  if  given  in  terms 
quiet  the  Southern  miad  aud  deprive  the  treason- 
able agitatois  Nurth  aud  S.iutn  of  the  oaly  cub 
jects  on  which  they  oould  hopo  to  mike  themselves 
what  ihey  were  ovideuily  aOjut   to  oe,  the  arcai- 
tects  of  their  couuuy'ti  ruin. 
To  accomplish  this,  however,  as  the  Convenlioa 
possessed  but  a  moral  power,  it  waa  obvious  that 
unauirrdly  of  opinion    wii  vital.     Recommenda 
tions  by  a  bare  mujority,  it  wis  almost  hopelees  to 
beUeve,   could   produce   a  happy  result.     In  Ihe 
Committee,  to   whom   the   whole  eubject  waa  re 
ferred,  and  at   whose  head  wa«  placed  Mr.  Gnm 
RIB,  of  Kentucky,  and  of  which   Mr.  f  ield  was  a 
member,  tffjrts  to  this  end  were  made  agaiu  and 
agiiu,  but   in  vain.     And  what  was  fically  agreed 
upon  and  reported,  met  with  the  sanction  of  but  a 
bare  majority  of  the   Ot  mmiitee,  Mr.   FiKi.u   not  i 
being  one  of  thit  majority.     Thy   discuibions,  iu  j 
every  meeting  of   the  Committee,  were   earnest,  j 
aud  a  part  of  the  Southern  members  (I  was  of  the 
number)  implored  their  Northern  brethrea  to  agree  j 
to  someihing  that  there  waa  any  reason  to  believe  I 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  South.     I  saw  then  | 
that  unanimity  could  alone  render  the  propositions  | 
of  the  Committee  effective.     I  also  saw,  aad,  as  j 
the  result  haa  proved,  that  no  saiisfactoiy  adju--t-  , 
meat  attained,  an  attempt  at  least  would  be  made 
to   sever   the   Uuion.     Not  that  I  believe-  for   a 
moment  that  such  an  attempt  could  fiud  any  war- 
rant in  the  Constitution,  or  be  justly  maiutaiiied 
on  revolutionary  grounds,   and   still  leis,  that  if 
timely  and  vigorously  met,  it  could  be  successful. 
But  1  believed  that  the  long  plotting  traitors  would 
succeed  in  m  sleadiug  the  honest  massea,  and  ia 
driving  ihtm  on  to  destruction,  through  the  mad- 
ness and  wickcdnesa   of  treaoona-de  lebehion,  by 
(iihijg  them  wiih  a  conviction  that  the  iattitutioa 
of  slavery  wouia  be  assailed,  aud  all  tne  fatiil  con- 
sequences waich  they  appreheuued  from  it  ensue. 
aU  the  Southern  and  many  of  the  Northern  mem-  I 
bera  of  ihe  Couveuiion  .thought  that  eatisiactoiy  , 
guaranteea  should  be  offered  the  South,  aud  that  ■ 
to  make  the  recommendations  of  the  Convention  | 
^  ellective,  the    proposition  sLould    receive  unaui-  ' 
mous   suppoit.     Tuat  done,   we    were  coaviuced  i 
!'  that  the  Souta  would  see  that  their  enemies  la  the 
Nur[h  coaaLiluted  but  a  saiail  portion  of  its  peOj  le, 
posaeefling  no  power  to  be  dreaded,  and  that  pub-  j 
lie  opinion  there  was  sound,  and  desired  to  seouie 
the  South  ia  all  its  rights,  aud  in  proieclii'.g  them 
against   the   wrongs   and  perils   with  which  they 
Were  threatened,  la  this  view  many  of  the  Nenh- 
era   deiegaiea   concurred.      Of  those   from   New 
York,   all    concurred,  but   a  bare   majoiity,    ilr. 
Field  being,  I  regret  to  say,  one  of  thitt  m»jority. 
'  Me,  and  tuey  who  acted  with  him,  advocated  Mr. 
Baldwi.n's  proposal  for   a   National    Convention. 
In  vain  were  they  told  by  every  Southern  member 
that  such  a  proposicion  would   be  insutliciei.t  lor 
I  the  ciisis — that  it  would  praciically  have  nu  heal- 
ing  ttlect   whatever,  but  oa  the  contrary,  would, 
]  under     the  '  circumstances,    be    tateemed     mere 
\  1  rifling.       la  ihe  thea  temper  cf  the  States,  they 
were  also  told,  what  seemed  to  us  to  be  obvious, 
I  that  it  was  more  thaa  doubtful  whether  such  con- 
vention   could  be   constitutionally    procured,  aud 
certain,  if  it  was  had,  that  no  guarantees  that  the 
South  would  consider  sulhcieut   would  be  recom- 
mended.   Had  the  N.  Y.  delegates  adopted  a  dit'- 
fereat  course — had  ihey  spuken  with  om  vuicc  11 
support  of  the  Guthrie  report  (:io  justly  poieuiil 
as  that  voice  ever  in),  1  beiievea  then,  and  believe 
now,  that  ihu  desired  unanimity  in  support  of  the 


report  ooultl  have  been  obiained^  aail  that  Con- 
gress  would  have  actad  upon  it  at,  ita  ihen  eeeaion, 
or  if  not,  that  liie  South  would  have  felt  fauch  an 
assurance  of  security  in  the  recommendation  of 
the  conventioD,  that  no  immediate  attempt  at 
rebelliua  would  have  been  made. 

But,  from  a  want  of  foresight,  as  I  think — from 
a  blindness  to  the  danger  that  was  before  them — 
that  voice  was  not  spoken.  The  majority  of  her 
delegates,  so  far  from  speaking  it,  resolved  on  an 
opposite  course,  and  were  active  and  most  iiiHueu- 
tikl  in  defeating  the  so  much  desired,  the  so  vital 
unanimity,  in  support  of  any  guarantees  that  the 
Southern  members  and  many  of  the  NarLhern 
members  thought  would  alone  meet  the  crisis. 
Their  mistake  (and  a  dreadful  one  it  was)  was 
because,  perhaps  without  beiijg  aware  of  it,  ihey 
were  under  party  rather  than  national  iiifluoncea. 
Tney  were  too,  it  seamed  to  me,  under  lue  iurther 
and  i>9  sad  error  of  btlieving  lUiii  uhe  ooutli  was 
i  not  in  earnest. ;  ana  that  ftoin  ie.ir,  or  otacr  ujO- 
tive,  they  would  not  VLnture  on  rebellion.  They 
maiutdined  ih'.U'etore,  thioughout,  their  oppori- 
Uon  to  the  proposed  Guthrie  -Uaraaieei,  and  were 
equally  hosule  lo  uiiy  that  iheir  Southeru  brcih- 
(  rea  over  and  ovtr  ugun  otferea  ;  and  m  teims  of 
I  earnest  invocauon  implored  them,  adopiiug  aulici- 
lition  that  would  bavt  oeen  etteemcd,  auJ  truly, 
I  undiguihed,  bdC  lor  the  great  icsue  iaj.t  luey  leit 
to  be  imptuumg — civii.  wab; — a  Aar  between 
broihers — a  w^r  that  i^ould  sunder  ties  the  hoLest 
that  had  ever  bouud  people  together — a  «sar  to 
I  De  attendeii  ftitu  Uftadlul  misery — uie  Utatruetion 
of  our  prosperity  for  untold  ages — the  io.:s  of  uur 
proud  station  amongst  the  uatiuus  of  the  worlu, 
and  pro\>aDiy  the  total  esiLDguishmeui  fur  years, 
ii  not  forever,  of  our  very  neeJom  itself. 

Bat  entreaty  proved  as  ffuitieis  as  argument. 
The  resolutiOLS  containing  the  guarantees  paiScd 
the  Oonveniiou,  but  only  by  a  me.e  mjjoriiy,  and, 
as  foreseen,  ih<ry  resulted  ii  notuiug.  They  were 
not  acted  upon  t>y  Congress.  They  im(.arted  not 
even  temporary  assurance  of  safety  to  tae  aaxious 
South;  and  now  the  so  much  dreaded  civil  war  is 
upon  us.  Oh!  that  its  existence,  .its  fnghttul 
progress,  its  millions  of  wasted  wealth,  ita  efi'ect 
upon  our  national  reputaiion,  and  aoove  all,  the 
agony  which  it  has  brought  into  thousands  and 
tnousanda  of  before  happy  houseiiOlds — could 
then  have  been  foreseen  by  Mr.  Field,  and  those 
who  concurred  with  him  !  Any  honoraole,  satis- 
factory guarantees,  if  then  otfcred — guarantees 
that  would  in  no  particular  have  surrendered  or 
impaired  the  rights  of  the  North — would,  1  doubt 
not,  have  been  received  with  joyous  aCvlamauon  ; 
and  we  should  still  be,  aa  we  were  once,  a  united, 
and  therefore  a  happy,  prosperous  and  powerful 
people — able  to  hear,  with  naught  but  contempt- 
uous pity,  the  insolence  and  vulgar  tcuirdity  of 
the  Euglish  Roebocks  ot  the  day,  whose  loimer 
prolessed  ana  hypocritical  hatred  of  slavery  tney 
are  now  yielding  to  the  base  love  of  avaricious 
gain,  too  stroLg  not  only  lor  all  moral  restraint, 
but  even  for  the  restraint  of  their  own  penal  laws. 
Let  ua  not,  however,  for  a  moment  permit  our- 
selves to  believe  that  such  men  are  types  ol  the 
English  character,  or  speat  English  opinion.  For- 
tunately for  her  nonor,  her  interest  and  her  salety, 
and  her  inilaence  upon  the  civiliziiion  ana  tree- 
dom  of  Europe,  they  are  as  unliHe  the  gentlemen 
and  Biaieamen  ot  that  great  country,  at,  our  pecu- 
lators and  blockade  runners  are  uniike  our  honest 
■  and  lojal  citizens.  Tney  are,  in  truiu,  tnemselvea 
'  but  Uie  upstarti  of  the  Kmgaom  if,  as  is  justly  re- 
j  marked  Dy  one  of  iheir  moot  esteemed  and  gitted 
i  historic  writers,  "'arrogance  and  prcsampuo/i  be 
I  the  usual  fauito"  of  tie  class. 


From  what  I  hiV  ■*  «did,  you  will  see  that  Mr. 
FiiXD  is  totally  mistiilieu  lu  ouppoiiug  llut  the 
t''eace  Oouteience  «ai;  ji^d  me,  or,  Ai  i  nave  every 
reason  to  know,  sud^ji.U  either  oi  ihe  utter  mem- 
bers named  by  mm.  Tue  guarantees  re'  im  | 
mended  in  ilr.  Uoruuni's  report  were  eatisl\..  j-y 
out  the  conuuct  of  ihe  Oouveaiioii,  lesulti.^  ."u 
a  great  measure  from  Ale.  Fieuj's  couroe,  rc-U'-necl  I 
tDe  (Jonventiou  itcelf  anjtuuig  buL  £diisJaot<ji-y. 
We  saw  in  it,  us  tho  result  [Viuved,  teiiuiu  ueieau  ' 
in  CongreoS  of  the  reeumm^ndeU  guaiantcer,  and 
saw,  with  eqaal  clearuesa,  ihit  tno  result  ut  its 
aehoeratious  would  no',  lor  a  moment,  suspend 
even  the  peiilous  eiciiemeut  of  ihe  Sou^uern 
mind,  or  avert  the  calamity  it  involved.  Bat  the 
errors  ot  the  past  cannot  be  corrected.  We  cau 
only  learn  Irum  ihtm  wisd.>m  for  the  future. 
What  does  that  teacn  us  1  is  it,  that  no  Union  - 
feeling  is  now  to  be  tuund  in  the  tJouthern  states  ? 
Is  It  mat  it  IS  so  totally  extinct  thxt  to  icvive  it 
is  imi'Oiaiole?  I  do  not  ttunk  bo.  The  Gdihkies  i 
and  WiCKnifFES,  the  Jo.miSks,  the  Uudmsys  auU  the 
Bates,  the  Kivcs  and  tuo  BUMintas,  tne  Kui'ifiNS  -' 
and  the  Moai^iuEAus,  and  the  tnousaudu  aud  ttiou- 
sauds  who  united  wi  h  them  still  n  wo  m  then 
hearts,  as  pure  as  ever,  love  of  tue  Uaioa  which 
their  laihero  consiructed.  ijatisly  inein  thai,  tne 
war  ended,  that  Onion  will  be  as  it  was  intend f 
to  be,  aud  was  before  treasuu  aud  fauaticit>m  r^^ 
volvcd  ua  iu  the  esi-iiieg  Irighiful  ctcu^gie,  ana 
much,  very  mucn,  will  be  done  to  bruig  mw  strug- 
gle to  an  end,  and  to  restore  our  former  nation 
alitj.  We  shall  then,  too,  Know  each  o'hor  the 
better,  and  value  each  other  the  more.  Courage 
has  been  found  acomnon  possession — mi  tikes 
aa  to  character  corrected — love  of  freedom  is 
seen  to  be  equally  sincere,  and  we  shall  be  more 
firmly  convinced  than  we  have  ever  been  that 
Union,  under  all  the  guarantees  of  pet  s;inal  and 
State  lights  which  our  fathers  provided,  can  alone 
make  us  what  thev  intended  and  believed  they 
had  accomplished  through  their  blood  and  wis- 
dom— the  freest  and  the  happiest,  and  olc  of  the 
most  induentiai  rations  of  the  woild. 
With  great  regard, 
lour  obd't  !?•  rv"t, 

EEViiltDY  JOHNSON. 
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The  Jtiiquca  nii<l  CtiKiioie  I?Sis.iioai  to  C4iTia 
—  Iii;«-pcr»  of  N<  critjiry  Itcii  jair^iii— <<  oui- 
itivuiM  o'  t!ie  ICiaiiiiiicr — Wtiat  corl  uf 
will  auit  ihe  HcLcIh. 

3  lUchmuud    Klimiiiier  Aujj.  26. 

r.    iniijaji'in,    SccrLlur>  of   Stulo:,  liiiB 

Ty  ill  a    mean,    Lase   luid   liiiiiiUiutiiifr 

r  iictUinj  ou  fuvtli  ti'  do  in  the  wfiy  oi 

I  uoau'LH    I'f    Iriu    uliji  V,    ho  spends  liu 

'Activity  in  pueliing  hiuisolf  iuto  eternal  hcrnptB,  -.I'Licli, 

Sudeed,  would  bo  1)1' little  couiicqiioiico  if.  lliuy  uLt'ccted 

nim  alouo.    Unfurl luiutc-iv,     liovvcr,     t  wiiijj   t')   llio 

pijilio   oUruc    wliicl)    lie    (uoiuinvUy)  holdn,    luB   itLiipid 

liltliiders  touch  us  all  ratlii-r  cloBcly.    Wo  liiid  now  tlio 

I  Kouictiiry      cf     Stute     of     the     Confi'dornto    Stutes 

^  cngagod     la      a    lov,  tpapcy     ijJ.ijoiition    -m  ith      tho 

spit-s,       who      lately  i,u(  t-Aod    iuto    Kichuiuud;     and 

wiio    coiue,    oa    ona    of  thorn    allinuM.     urniod     ■vrilli 

I  ft  '  letter     of  >'iiitroJuctiouo     to      our     betrrtai-y     of 

'  Stiite  fiom   ft   Mr. .      Tlio   S|iy  does  not  tell   the 

name  of  the  Yankee  who  introdueed  him;  Ijut  we  nhould 
giotily  desire  to  linow  w/ui  Yuukes  can  tiouiiuistioii  a 
rspy  into  our  lilies,  and  tiRi^ure  to  hiu  ImudBomo  trout- 
ttiout,  and  aoceaa  to  the  Pri-sideut  (UiJ  publ'y  otUces,  hy 
uicanaofE  letter  to  ill.  Jioiijnmiu.  '1  no  elutomeut  of 
Ibis  ftxt  eauseb  Ub  an  uupltasuit  becsation. 

Satan  finds  601116  nilsehief  Btill  fcj'  Idle  binds  to  do: 
and  ourSeeri'lary  of  Stute,  luivim.  no  State  HlIairB  to 
alt-end  to,  ualuriilly.  by  Awiy  of  relaxiUion,  falU  eiuily 
iiit'j  couunuuicntiou  with  any  soil  of  seoiiiidrelu  ffhi- 
have  lime  to  lallt  to  him  ;Os|ieei.illy  SLeh  as  are  liitroduocd 

by  H  lotlor  fioui  liis  uaini  leoa  V  aaieo  Iriond,  Mr, . 

No  \'-ondor  ho  fi-uds,  Bl.crtly  altorwardu.  that  iheproul- 
ing  Yaiilteoa  have  made  up  a  I  aiuV.e  of  laUebuods  to 
biili  the  table  of  their  fcllow-countryu;ori  at  hoino)  and 
thus  wo  have  tile  edifyiajj  iipoeiu<:lo  of  the  Con- 
federate Secretary  of  Stale  onteriui;-  into  a  controversy 
with  thobo  Bpiea  in  the  publio  Journals  about  the  f.icta 
which  they  report.     It  ia  too  lute;  he  received  thorn 

graciously,    on  the  Introduction  of  bib  fnoiid,  Mr, ; 

procmed  them  an  interview  wlib  tlie  Preuident;  and 
they  ure  now  niakiiiji;  capital  of  their  adveutiiro  in  the 
way  of  magazine  aiUelPb  and  lectmeH  at  tweutj-live 
cents  per  Tiea<l,  He  cannot  now  inviilidato  the  aacu- 
racy  of  the  ii.foimation  vi  hich  thcbo  apiea  have  carried 
Xortb  by  alleijiug  "tboextremo  luaoeuracj  of  Mr.  Uil-  1 
luoro's  nan'auvc."  ' 

Perhaps  the  mont  absurd  thing  in  all  this  business  is 
the  manner  in  which  Mr.  lieujauiin  has  addreased  his 
long  refutation  of  tlie  apieo — "To  Hon  Jauiesil.  Ma-Jon, 
Commissioner  to  the  Continent,  ie.,  Ac,  ct  cedra."  ^:^. 
Ma.'ion  ianot  a  Comnuasioner  to  any  continent;  Mr.  Ma- 
sou  bos  never  road,  and  never  will  read, in  all  probability, 
either  the  uairatives  of  the  spiee,  or  Mr.  Eeujamin's  ref- 
utation thereof,  "Why  doea  not  Mr.  Beujumlu  send  a  com- 
tnuuicalion  to  the  newspapfi's  at  onoo,  and  scathe  and 
BOorch  and  tcold  thooe  apies  to  the  best  of  hla  ability  !  If 
auythint;  oan  avrjrravale  the  provocutionof  seeinif  aCab- 
inet  Minister  of  the  Coufetlerate  States  engaged  la  bueti 
an  altercation  at  all,  it  is  to  see  him  [lut  on  such  prepoa- 
tercua  aiploinatic  airs,  turning  a  paragraph  into  a  pro- 
tocoL 

THE  EO-CATLED   "  PEACE-illBSION  "    TO    EICHMOKD — 

THE  TK0]i  niSlORY  OF  TEE  APfAlK. 

CiaCOLAB- 

DEPAETMliNT  OF  SlAlli,  Uiohui'^nd,  Aug.  25,  1864. 

Sir — Numerous  pablic-atious  which  havo  re- 
cently appeared  In  the  journals  of  the  Uuitod  Stal«,  oa 
the  siiljeet  of  informal  overtures  for  peaca  between  the 
two  Federations  of  States  now  at  war  on  this  continent, 
render  it  deairable  that  you  should  be  fully  advitod  of 
the  TiewB  and  policy  of  this  Government  ou  a  matter  of 
such  paramount  importance.  It  ia  likowiuo  proper  that 
you  should  be  aoouratciy  iiiforme  J  of  w  hat  has  occurred 
un  the  several  occaaiona  mentioned  In  the  published 
statemeuts. 

You  have  heretofore  been  iurnh^hod  with  copies  of  the 
maiufento  isbued  by  the  Cou„ress  of  iha  Coufoderate 
States  with  the  approval  of  the  President,  on  the  14th 
June  hiat,  and  have  doubtless  acted  in  conformity  with 
the  reoolution  which  reijuested  that  oopii>s  of  this  mani- 
festo bhould  be  laid  before  forelt: n  Govcrnuiects.  "  Thu 
principal  nentimenta  and  purposes  by  which  these 
States  have  been  and  are  still  actaated,^'  ore  sot  forth 
in  that  paper  with  all  the  authority  due  to  the  solemn 
dechu-at.on  of  the  Legislallve  ai.d  Eiecative  Depiut- 
inents  of  this  Governuieut,  aaid  with  a  cloa'-nesa  which 
leavoa  no  room  for  comment  or  eiplauatioii.  lu  a  few 
sentenceg  it  U  pointed  out  that  all  we  ask  it  Im- 
munity tiom  interference  with  our  liiternal  peace 
and  prosperiiy,  "and  to  be  left  in  the  uudistuibed  en 
Joyment  of  those  inalienable  rights  of  life,  liberty  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness,  which  our  coramou  anoobtors 
.decLarod  to  be  the  euual  heritage  of  uU  paities  to  the  so- 
cial compact.  Lettnem  forbear  aggresaiona  upon  us. 
and  the  War  is  at  an  end.  If  there  bo  quobtioua  which 
re'iuire  adjusLmont  by  negutiutlou,  wo  nave  ever  been 
willing  and  aro  still  willing  to  enter  iutocouimiuiieation 
with  our  adversaiies,  in  a  bpirit  of  peace,  of  e(iuily  and 
manly  frankneas."  'i'tie  manifesto  closed  with  the  de- 
claratio*  that  "  we  commit  our  cause  to  the  enligbtoucd 
Judgment  of  the  world,  to  the  sober  refloctiong  of  our 
ad.eraaries  thembelves.  and  to  the  solemn  uid  right- 
eous arbitrament  of  heaven." 

Within  a  very  few  weeks  aft^r  the  publication  of  this 
manii'eBto.  it  seemed  to  have  met  with  a  response  from 
Prebidoiit  Lincoln.  In  the  early  part  of  lust  month  a 
letter  was  received  by  Gen.  Leo  irom  Lieut.  Gen,  Grant, 
In  the  following  words: 

•'ilKAlaJUAHNEh.-.  AimilSB  OF  THE  UNntlJ  SlATBB,  ) 
"ClTV  Pcl.sT,  Va.,  July  tt.  MA.      i 
"den.   R.  E.    I. re,  Commanding    Conjedtruta  Jorcti   near 

yrtcriburg.   Viraiuia  : 

"liL'NEhAL :  I  would  reqnuBt  that  Col.  James  F. 
Jno(iu;;3a,  Seventy  third  lilinnis  VoU.nteer  Inl.mtry,  and 
J.  It.  Giluiovc,  e«q.,  ho  ullowrd  to  meet  Col.  Kobort 
Ould,  Coiuiijiti"ioiii'r  for  the  iC.xihari(.e  of  I'lisoiierc,  at 
lut^h^lace  livlvvticu  Uiv  Uit^e  t4' U«  liV'«  M'UiW*  uOIOtt 


,„ay  designate.    1'U  MUl  W  IU«  UlllLlHf,  JU  ""EI^"!' 
^f.l  tnlvioties  of  Col  Onld,  oa  Coimnlgsionor. 
^'^Htrct^l»t«utforVio    grant   t'u,  re<mest  here 
ask  "  T  would  beg  that  Uii*   be   referred  to  1  resident 

''"^•tenueaUngas'early   an   answer  to  this  eommunioa- 
tioasTouma'yb'ud  it  convenient  to  make.  I  sahsoribc 

Myself,  very  reaper' f""?.  ?«"  ""^rJ^ff-'ifruS  A  " 

On  the  reference  of  this  lettor  to  the  i'resident  he  au- 
thorized Colonel  Ould  to  meet  the  i;>;>,^'"-  ;^'^,<^^j„'^ 
O.-neral  Grant's  letter,  and  Colonel  Odd.  f  [".y  «',  {"^ 
theui.  iclnrned  to  Kichm.md  and  r«l'"rlo.l  to  the  1  . t.l 
denl.  in  the  preBOMOO  of  the  Secretary  of  AV  a  and  my 
self  1  hat  Mesbra.  Jn(iuos3  and  Gilmore  had  not  sa  u 
:Vythiugto.hini  about  h-   aulics  a.   Con.mib.u,u  i   for 


exchnnt^of  ,.n„oners,.bat  that  tbeyaaked^  permission 


Uif'e  01  piiHoneis,  oui.  f"^"   -"'.■ '  . 

ro  come  to  kchmond  for  the  parposo  of  seeing  th 
ITebideut;  that  tlicy  came  with  the  1^' "«',V'-'i"  ,f^'" 
approval  of  President  Lincoln,  and  undo  hia  p.  .s 
that  they  were  informal  messeneera  sent  «''tb  u  w 
of  paving  the  way  for  a  meeting  of  loruial  Comuiis- 
B Ou'TS  authoriK-cl  to  negotiate  for  i>c.x,i'..  and  do_ 
s    edtodnuiiicateto  Prea.deut  Davis  the  views  of 

Mr  Liacoln,  and  to  obtain  the  i'r-'^i''j''\«  ;'";,f„ 
return,  ™  as  to  arrange  lor  a   meenng  of  f""  ">'"^'"" 
crs.     C.ilonel  Ould  slated  that  he  ba.l  told    U  Q  n    eat 
edlv  that  it  was  useleBS  t^  come  to  l^"-"'"'^"^ ,'"  •■;  ''  f 
peace  oil  any  other  terms  than  there;  otTiii^ed   "  Vpcnd 
^nco  of  the  Confederacy,  to  which  th.y  ^;\'J  ^  ''y;;^^^" 
awarool-ia,at,  andlhat  they  w;ere,    neverteeless    conh- 
dent  that  their  interview   woald  re;(ult  in  peace,     ine 
Prcbid  ...t,  ou  this  report  of  Colonel  Ould,  determined  to 
nerniit  Ihei'i  to  come  to  lUelim<ind  under  iis  charge. 
'  o"lliot.vening  of  the  ICthJalv,  Colo,;,    Onld  conduct- 
ed thoso  gentlemen  to  a  hotel  iulliehm  nid  where  a  room 
was   provided   for  them,  In    which  liny  w.-.e  to  remain 
undei  „i.n  eilUm.'C  during  their  stay  uei-e.  and  the  next 
moruiiigl  received  the  following  letter:  ,-,,,,-4 

".^POiaWOODltOTtll,  HiCllKO.ND,  \  1.,  J  uIt  17. 1.u4. 

"iIut.J.   p.  Benjamin,   Secretary  of  Scale,    Cuiijaicrat^ 

-  Ijcuf  Su-The  miderslgned,  J.imcs  F.  Jaquens,  of 
IUinoi.1,  and  James  K.  Gilmore,  of  M'lsaachnsetta  most 
re.-<nectfully  solicit  an  mlcivh'W  with  1  resident  Davis. 
Tl  ey  visit  Rielimond  03  private  0lti?«na,  and  liavo  no 
ofVieial  eh.a-actor  or  authority;  but  they  aro  fully  pos- 
sviised  of  the  Tie\^s  of  the  anited  States  Government 
r.:I,.tirp  to  an  adjmtment  of  the  difTerenees  n.iw  eiif:t^ 
ting  between  the  North  and  South,  and  have  little  douiit 
that  a  free  inteTchange  of  views  between  1  retideut 
Uavis  and  themseWos,  would  open  the  way  to  anen 
vffirial  negooiatioui  as  would  uluijiiatc  lu  restoring  I'liAeK 

0  tne  two  sections  of  our  dibtructed  c^iuntry. 
•■  They  therefore  ask  au  iuterview  with  the  i  roBiaent, 

and  awaiting  your  reply,  are  . 

"Most  truly  aud  respectfully, 
"  Your  obedient  tervauts, 

"jAti.  F.  jACyUKsa, 

"JAS.  K.  GlLMOllli." 

The  word  "official"  is  underscored,  and  the  word 
Waco  douDly  underscored  in  tlioonginah  ,    „  ,,  , 

'^Ifurperubin- the  letter,  I  invited  C.lonel  Quid  to 
conduct  tl.o  writers  to  my  olCco.  and  on  Iheir  arilva 
stated  to  them  that  they  must  bo  c^aiscious  they  eoum 
not  be  admitted  to  an  interview  with  tl^o  1  resident 
without  informing  mo  more  fully  of  the  object  ot  tueir 
mission,  and  sali'sfv  mo  that  they  came  l,y  request  ol 
ilr.  Lincoln.  Mr  Gilmore  replied  that  they  came  uiiot- 
fieiaUy  bst  with  Uie  knowledge  and  at  the  desire  of  Mr. 

1  lueolu  ■  that  they  thought  tha  war  had  gose  fur  cnougn ; 
ti. at  it  could  never  end  except  by  some  sort  ot  ugr^e- 
meut:  that  the  agreement  might  as  well  be  made  now 
as  alier  suU  further  blo.idsl.ed;  that  they  knew  by  the 
recent  addrebB  of  the  ConfcQerato  Congrees  that  wo 
were  willing  t.)  make  peace;  that  they  adnulted  that 
P'-opo.iala  ought  to  come  from  the  l^orth.  and  tliat  ii,.y 
were  prepared  to  make  thtao  proposals  by  Mr.  Liu- 
coin's  auttioilty;  that  it  was  neeeb^ary  to  have  a  s.u  ot 
iniorniul  underbtauding  iu  advance  of  rognlar  negotia- 
tions, for  it  Commiaaioneis  were  appoiatcd  without 
come  such  nnderBtandiat'  th'y  \vould  meet,  quari cl  and 
sepai-aie,  leaving  tha  parties  morj  bitter  agaiUBt  each 
ol her  than  before;  that  they  knew  Mr.  Linculn'a  vieus 

land  wound  state  tliom,  if  pressed  by  the   President  to 

I  do  so,  aud  ileaired  to  learn  hi.i  in  return. 

I  ouuin  insisted  ou  some  ef  idenee  ihai  t'uey  camo  from 
>Ir;  if-'icoln.  and  in  order  to  satisfy  luc,  Mr.  Giluijro 
referred  lo  the  fact  that  permission  for  their  coming 
til rougli  our  lines  had  been  abked  oUicially  by  General 
Grant  in  a  letter  to  Gen.  Lee,  and  that  Gon.  Graut  in 
that  lettor  h-ul  aoked  that  this  request  should  be  referred 
to  Presidenl  Davis.  Mr.  Giiiuore  tlicn  bhowed  mo  a 
card,  writte.!  and  signed  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  requesting 
(icu.  tirant  to  uid  Mr.  GiiniOiO  and  frioud  in  pus.ji;jg 
through  his  iines  into  the  Confederacy.  Col.  Jaoqnea 
then  aaid  that  his  name  was  not  pr.t  ou  tho  card 
for  the  reason  tliat  it  was  oaree^lly  dedred  tliat 
their  vi.:;t  sliould  bo  kept  scored;  that  ho  had 
ciaio  Into  tho  Confederacy  a  year  ago,  aud 
liad  visited  Petersburg  on  a  Bimilar  errii-'id,  and  that  it 
v.  as  feiii'od  if  hja  name  oliould  iiecoma  kuortu  that  souio 
olthose  wiio  bad  forme'.iy  iuci  hlni  In  Petersburg  would 
coiijeocare  tlie  purpo.«e  for  which  he  now  came.  He 
B;!id  that  tho  Urme  ui  peace  which  they  wouid  offer  to 
the  Presidmt  would  bo  hunaiablo  to  the  Cor.fcder:;cy i 
Ihat  thoy  did  not  desire  that  the  CoiifedoiiU'y  shoultT, 
Uin'-pt  any  other  terras,  but  would  bo  glad  to  have  uiy 
pr.iiuiro  astliey  gave  Iheirs,  (hat  their  visit  should  be 
kopi.  u  iirotound  secret  if  it  faih'd  to  result  iu  peace ; 
that  it  would  not  bo  just  that  cither  party  Bhoi:ld  seek 
any  udvantnge  by  divultfing  tho  fact  of  thoir  overture 
for  peace,  if  unKUCccasfnl.  I  ussenled  to  this  re- 
quest, and  then,  risiug,  said:  "  Dol  understai  d  you 
lo  stale  dibtirctly  that  you  crme  as  uus:*engeib  irom 
Mr.  Li.ieola  lor  the  purp.iuc  ot  agreein'^-  with  the  Pvesl 
dent  as  to  llio  proper  uiodo  of  iuuLigUiatH.f,  u  feudal  .ev 
gotiatiou  for  pcuco.  charged  by  Mr.  Lincoln  with 
aiithoritv  lor  sti-tiui;  his  own  views  aud  rtceiving  those 
of  PrcLid^nt  Davis  (  lloUi  iinbttered  iu  the  .illirinalivo, 
auil  1  th-n  said  that  the  President  would  soo  tliein  at 
ray  oltiee  llieaanie  ovenin,'<  at  !)  p.  in.— that,  at  le.idt,  I 
presumed  ho  wimM,  bat  if  ho  objeoti.'d  after  hearing  my 
lepiirt  ihov  shi  uld  bo  inforn;cd.  Tiiey  were  tlun  is- 
commilled  to  the  charge  ot  Cohmel  Quid,  with  tho  un 
dorslanding  that  thoy  were  to  bo  re-conducted  to  luy 
ohico  at  the  appointed  hour,  unless  otherwise  directed, 
'liiia  in.crivew.  oonnectod  with  the  report  provioUbly 
luado  by  Col.  Ould,  loft  ou  my  niiu  J  the  decidoil  iraorea- 


..oullmLMr.liiitMi  VIM  miwwwmm^m 

Comniiasion  r»  to  open  neg  tiations,  Icat  Uo  might 
Ihcrebv  bo  duouied  to  have  recognised  the  independunoJ 
of  theCoufederaey,  and  that  he  was  auxious  to  leara, 
whether  tha  eonditiouu  on  which  alcuo  ho  would  \jii 
willing  to  take  such  a  Btop  would  bo  yielded  by  tho  Cudt 
federacyi  that  with  this  view  bo  bud  placed  bis  uieJ  i 
sengcrs  in  a  oondilion  to  satisfy  us  that  they  rtabU 
came  from  hiiD,  without  committing  biuiBcU'  lo  anything, 
in  the  oYonl  of  a  disagreement  as  bo  such  conditions  as  i 
he  considered  to  be  iudibpenaable.  On  mlormiug  tho 
Prcaidi  nl,  thereof,  of  my  conelusion,  he  determined  thai 
no  quea'.lon  ot  form  or  etiquette  bhould  be  an  obaluelu  to  ] 
his  receiving  any  ovcrturcK  that  promised,  however  re- 
motely, 10  ;-e»ult  ill  putting  an  (?nd  to  the  oai'uage  which 
marked  the  couuuuanceof  hustiiilics. 
'  The  President  came  t,J  my  oflUo  at  nlneo'clock  in  the 
eT.'iui.g,  and  Colonel  Ould  o.inio  a  few  moment's  lat^r, 
viLh  Mcbsra,  Jaoquess  and  Gillmore.  Tho  President 
said  to  tl.eni  IluI  he  had  hoard  from  mo  that  they  camo 
an  me8i.e,.gt  rs  of  peuee  frcn  Mr.  Lincoln;  that  as  such 
they  were  welcome;  that  the  Confeoeracy  had  never 
concealed  its  desire  for  peace,  and  that  ho  was  road/  to 
L"ar  whatever  they  hiul  to  offer  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Gilmore  then  addressaod  the  Preaidbiit,  and  in 
a  feiV  miuntas  had  c^irfTcyod  the  luformatiou  that 
those  two  gentlemen  had  como  to  Kichmcud  impressed 
with  tho  idea  that  this  Government  would  accept  a 
neuco  ou  tho  basis  of  a  ro-oouatructioa  of  the  Union, 
the  aboiitu.n  of  slavery,  and  the  grant  of  an  amnesty 
to  the  people  of  tha  BtatoB  as  repentant  crim.nals.  1; 
order  U>  acoomplish  the  abolition  of  slavery,  it  wa 
proposed  that  theio  should  be  a  general  voto  of  all  thi 
people  of  both  Confederations,  and  the  mojoriij 
of  the  vote  thus  taken  was  to  detorniiut 
that  es  well  us  all  other  disputed  questlouB.  Thcso 
were  stated  to  bo  Mr.  Lincoln's  viewB.  The  Probideu; 
uuBvicred  that  us  these  proposals  had  been  profaccd  by 
thotcuiarkiUatthepoopleof  tho  North  ■«««  a  major- 
itv  aud  that  a  majority  ought  to  govern,  the  otfor  waa^ 
in  effect  a  propoBttl  that  tbo  Confederate  SUiles  should 
surrender  at  discretion,  admit  that  they  had  been 
wroiiir  from  the  boginuiug  of  the  contest,  submit  to  tho 
mercy  of  their  enemies,  and  avow  tbemsolveB  to  bo  in 
need  of  pardon  for  crimes  j  tbat  exlernnutttlou  Wua  pre- 
ferable to  Buoh  dishonor. 

He  stated  that  if  they  -were    themselTes  so  nn&o 
quaiiited  with  the  form  of  their  own  Government   as  tc 
I  make  such  propositions,    Mr.    Lincoln   ought  to   Uavo 
known  wbea  giving  them  bis  views  that  it  was   out   ot 
the  power  of  the  Confederate  Government  to  act  ou  the 
subteot  of  the   domoatio   institutions   of  the   several 
S'atea,  each  State  having  oxolusivo  Jurisdiction  on  that 
point   Btill  less  t«  ooramlt  tho  decision  of  such  a  quoa 
tion  to  tho  vote  of  a  foreign  people;  that  the  soparauoi  / 
of  tho  States  was  an  accomplished  fact;  that  ho  had  nd 
authority  to  receive  proposals  for  negotiation  except  by 
virtue  of  his  otUco  as  President  of  an  mdependent  Con- 
federacy, and  on  Uub  budia  alone  must  propoaalu  bo 
mode  to  him.  .       -»,     o  ,  j 

At  one  period  of  the  conversation  Mr.  Gilmore  made 
use  of  some  langaago  referring  to  these  btates  aa  "  rob- 
ert"  while  rendering  an  account  of  Mr.  Llncolns  /lews 
aud  app<dogiiied  for   tho  word.     The  President  dosu-ed 


>  una  appoio^jUiru  loi    vu^  n«.«.     — -  - 

I  him  to  proceed,  that  no  offence  was  taken,  and  that  he 
wished  Mr.  Lineolus'  language  to  be  repeated  to  him  as 
exactly  as  post-ible.  Some  further  oonveraation  took 
place  subotautiaUy  to  the  same  effect  oa  the  lorogoiug, 
when  tho  President  rose  to  Indicate  that  theinterviov/ 
was  at  an  end.  The  two  gentlemen  were  then  recom- 
mitted 10  the  charge  of  Colonel  Ould  and  left  iiiohmond 
the  noit  dav,  „,,  ,  ,. 

Thisaee.aintoftho  visit  of  Messrs.  Gilmore  andJac- 
■  ones  to  Richmond  has  been  rendered  necessary  by  pub- 
lications made  by  one  or  both  of  ihem  since  their  returu 
yo  ,W  ViuUii  eiam.   JiotwitbBUuidJui*  Uie  agrcsmeiit 


that  their  visit  was  be  kept  aeorot.  They  hare,  per- 
haps, concluded  that,  as  the  promise  of  secrecy  was 
made  at  their  request,  it  was  permissable  to  disregard 
it.  Wo  had  uo  reason  fu  desiring  to  conoeal  what  oc- 
curred, aud  have,  therefore,  no  oomplaiot  to  moko  of  the 
publicity  given  to  the  fact  of  the  visit.  Tho  extroaie 
inaccuracy  of  Mr,  Gilmore's  narrutiva  will  be  apparent 
to  you  from  tho  foregoing  statemeut. 

You  haie,  uo  doubt,  seen  iu  tho  Northern  papers  an 
account  of  another  conference  ou  the  subject  of  peace, 
which  took  place  in  f^onada.  at  about  the  same  date, 
between  Messrs.  C.  C.  Clay  and  J.  P.  Holcombe,  Cou- 
fuderato  cirizMiis  oi'  the  highest  character  and  position, 
and  Mr.  Horace  (ireoley,  of  New-York,  acting  wiih 
authority  of  President  Lincoln.  It  is  deemed  not  i'.i- 
propcr  to  inform  you  that  Messrs.  (Jl.iy  and  Holcombe, 
although  enjoying  in  an  eminent  detrree  the  confidence 
and  estocin  of  the  President,  were  strictly  acenrnto  in 
their  stutemont  that  they  were  without  any  uiitiioriLy 
from  this  Guverniuont  to  treat  with  ihal  of  tho  Uuitod 
^States  ou  any  subject  whatever.  We  had  no  kno\vled,;o 
of  their  oonfereuce  with  Mr.  Greclcy,  nor  of 
their  propoaed  visit  to  W'nsliingtou  till  wo 
saw     the        newspaper        pnbliralieus.  A      sig- 

niHcaut  eonfirmation  of  tha  trulh  of  tlie  statement  ot 
Messrs,  Gilmore  and  JacqueBS  that  they  came  us  luis- 
sengers  from  Mr.  Lincoln  is  to  bo  fouud  in  the  f ut  ilua 
the  viowsof  Mr.  Lincoln,  us  stated  by  theui  to  the  Prea- 
ideiit,  aro  iu  ciict  conformity  with  the  olTeusivo  p.-i-jr 
adilreased  to  "whom  it  may  concern,"  which  was  b^uI 
by  Jilr.  Lincoln  to  Messrs.  Clay  aud  Holcombe  by  tin' 
hands  of  his  private  Seen  tiuy,  Mr.  Hay,  aud  which 
was  properly  regarded  by  ihose"  gcnih'men  aa  un  intinm- 
tion  ihat  Mr.  i.incolii  was  unwilling  that  lais  war 
should  co.ioe  while  in  hi^power  to  couiiauo  hosiiiities. 

lam.  Very  rtspoetfuily,  your  oU-di^-ot  servant, 

J.  P.  Lenjamin,  Secretary  of  State. 

Bon.  Jamea  M.    Maaon,  Commissioner  lo  the  Conti- 
nent, &.C.,  &.O.,  Paris. 


f«K  fKACE  HlSSlUiH.     '   '"■'.^■^^.j 

W^HDiGTOK,  Feb  1.— Ihfl  lUclunondB«-'- 
tiueli  of  Moadsy  last  saya  Alex  H.  atei*e^ 
fL  M.  T.  Haaler  and  Jtunes  A.  C«HBpb«U  kft 
yaAerday  nioroing  on  tiie  r  way  to  WMtOaC' 
toa,  to  ctsfej  piih  President  Lu»fiol»  OB  pii.- 
li.ig  an  eBU  ta  ?B«  war  if  poasjfcto. 

Tte  cirtviawtaDce*  onoer  vbWt  ttoeae  g«»- 
tleo»8»  depJMl^d  on  their  aimioa  is  u]4es8Uxid 
to  b<  as  (ODMf*  5— 

-  F,  P.  Blair  hilt^sg  »ou^  »»  lUtofficW  ^Ai 
conlidenti&i  iatervie'*'  ^^  /Iwai^Mit  B»fc 
departed  lor  Washligton  ^»»  «»  MiOTMioo 
that  onr  PKwdeii^wcul(J  be  vM^S  '*  W. 
time,  wjlboot  aiy  obfaUcle  of  fcrjl,  i»  s*^^ 
ageatfi  or  oo^miB^onexa  to  Wab^hingtfi^H,**^ 
co»fo'  aboot  terms  of  peace,  if  iDfOJ^e<i-t1 
advjmcfl  th^  )^d  spnuaii^w^ets.,  W9»i4  /* 
lec^ved.      .^  ^-->^' 


he  brougiii  tt«e  couBent  of  : ,^j^-^^^^,.„-   „„ 

to  receive  and  ccafs*  wliii  aay  a^lR#  tsfct" 
flidly  sent  with  tv  vleW  U)  the  j-eatcMtkm  «f 
peace.  Tuo  three  gentlemen -wbo  loll  ye*«P- 
L'ay  wtre  thereupon  sekcted  by  Prwldent 
D^tU,  and  tbey  have  gone  wiiliOttt  iprm»Ji 
crtdeiKids  and  menily  as  Inforaal  agent*  tc 
336  ff  *t  be  possible  to  place  a  contiereace  tx 
tx  ace  on  &Df  iimia  which  xavj  aerve  for  attftla- 
ia^  ao  deslreable  rasel*. 

It  i3  poBsib  e  that  euccees  aaay  aUend  Umm 
etfJrta  -,  but  pra^lence  and  Wi»dom  deaaad 
i,i:^t  M*e  indoJgolnno  confident  c»p©ctaUw», 
and  thai  we  relax  cot  one  moment  iu  eaergtUc 
exertion  for  the  eabuing  campaign. 

From  the  choicj  made  by  tlx»  President,  w*» 

m$y  rest  aseured  that  no  means  wffl  U  UftuB- 

i  tried  to  fcflect  a  paac<!.  If  it  can  be  pc«ptt^  t» 

'  attain  iU 

i     Bat  if  fie  eminent  oltizsna  selected  for  tto 

i  purpose  shall  faU  in  the  attempt,  one  good.^ 

•  result  will  certainly  baye  been  reached.    AH 

'  discordant  couasels  on  tbia  subject  will  iiaTft 

oecoma  rC'ccs«lei3,«ind  it  wUl  no  longer  be  tjA 

tbe  power  ol  the  laciious  or  the  timid  to  pt^ 

ioade  the  people  that  peace  can  be  reached  by 

'  .;ny  path  other  Ihaa  that  op<ai  tor  u%  by  fctoot 

haarta  and  ftlout  handi. 

The  liicbmiud  Wt-i^'  contains  th6  ioliaw 

iag  ;— 

PsTEBejiDBO,  JtQ.  a9  — M^st  f  ■.  ttUpheot, 
Hunt«r  and  Campbell,  CcmmiasJocefi,  » n  ia 
the  city  and  will  be  passed  b>-  a  fiss  «<  »rao6 
thr-ngh  Bail  rjd  Johnson's  linea  m-rwvtom 
Their  missive  excilea  much  comment  >»  "li 
ciru  o3. 

Nkw  Vobk,  Feb.  1.— Tn*  Oocuat*ciai'i* 
Waslinjcton  special  saya  it  is  positively  Melt- 
ed that  Mefar&  Slepheua  and  Houter,  Bebel 
Peace  CommisfcieneiB,  are  in  that  cii/.        ___^  j 


Cl£Chuvv^ 


AY,    FEBRUARY   3.    1865. 


BY   TF.LEaBAPH 

TO  Tan 

ii  Mi  MiE  nmmi 


TEE    PEA.CE  CONFERKMCE    AT   FOSTUESS 
Itt'ported    iSiisSs    of    Co^upr  oniiac. 


JEFF.    DAVIS    TO   MIET   PltESIDENT 
LINCOLN. 


FEAES    Oli-    THE    KADICAL     EEPUISLICANo- 


j\cii'  Yorl:,3il.  Ths  Tiiuai  Wasliiu,'!,)]!  di.spatcli 
6:i\s  Societuiy  Seward  telouirupUoi  Trom  Forirasa 
Mouroo  to  tUo  Prusklciittljat  hUpre.^oncj  waa  ucuieJ 
iuinicolately.    Huiicu  ho  ueparLaiJ  at  onro. 

Tire  Tribune's  iloaputcli  buvs  the  Buiitiinrfut  tUls 
eveuiug  is  lliut  Presidunt  Lincoln  will  oltar  the  rabjU 
a  general  aniuusty  and  a  ropoal  of  tho  C)u:isc;itl  m 
act.  JetiPaviu  is  eiiid  to  bo  on  tUo  wav  to  nujC  Mr. 
Lincoln..  It  is  a  signiiioant  l:u:t  that  nyno  oi' t!ie 
cabinet  lias  been  consulted  in  this  pjacj  m  itt  ;r  ex- 
cept Mr.  Sewaid  and  Postouaster  General  JJeimison. 

Leading  nienibors  of  tho  Committej  on  tho  Cou- 
dnct  of  the  War  denounee  the  whole  business,- and 
piedict  (be  party  frill  bo  sold  out,  and  tho  peace  we 
oWatn,  if  any,  will  dishonor  us.  They  charj^e  that 
one  alter  another  will  bo  thrown  oat,  t'lo  party  that 
elected  Mr.  Lincoln  divided,  and  Mr.  LLncolu  torovra 
inio  the  arms  of  the  Democrats. 

Tho  World's  Waslilnijtoii  despatcli  alsa  says  that 
only  Mr.  Seward  Ji.ib  been  consulted  in  thU  peace 
Ciatler,  and  that  the  prompt  action  of  him  and  the 
President  fihows  a  disposition  to  make  concojiious 
that  will  secure  jjcace.  The  radical  portion  of  tho 
party,  however,  are  ujuah  olfended  at  their  ai;tioa, 
and  threaten  tnveatigation,  etc. 

Moderate  men  declare  that  tho  A'lmlnljtratlon  are 
jirepared  to  make  con.wssiouB,  and  those  who  proless 
to  know  the  South,  bay  they  will  accept  uotUing  short 
of  recDgnition. 

The  correspondents  describa  tho  cnthasiasm  ooc^- 
Blojied  among  tho  soldiers  on  both  sides  of  the  lines, 
when  the  rebel  commissiouers  passed,  as  being  of  the 
mofct  lively  character.  First  the  rebel  BOldiera 
cheered  thcniselTes  hoarse,  and  then  the  IJuton 
trooTJs  took  it  up  amd  continued  it  Ions  and  loud.^ 

The  Tribune's  Washington  desijatcti  says  Judge 
Campbell  of  tho  rebel  Commission,  dlsgastod  with 
the  uelay,  has  gone  back  to  Kiohmoud.  It  also  savs 
the  temper  of  the  amiy  is  uixmistakably  for  fighting 
it  out  and  hamiuerLug  the  rebels  into  BUbmissiou, 


BOSTON     uJV 


THE  PEACE  MFEREIE. 


Mr.  Seward's  Official  Account  of  the 
Haiupton  Roads  Negotiations. 


The  Rebels  Propose  an  Armistice 
at  Home  and  a  War  Abroad. 


Mr.  Lincoln   Insists  on  Surrender  and 
Emancipation. 


DiirARTMEKT  OF  STATE,  ? 

"VVashkcjION,  Feb.  7,  18tD.  i 
MB.    SEWARD  TO  ilK.    ADAMS. 

SiR:  It  ia  u  truism  that  iu  times  of  peace  tliero 
are  aiwajs  mstiijators  of  wur.  So  boou  as  a  war  begius, 
there  axe  citizens  who  impatiently  demand  negotuitiooii 
for  peace.  Tlie  advocates  for  war,  after  au  ajjitation 
longer  or  sliorter,  generally  gain  their  fearful  onil, 
though  the  war  declared  is  not  unfreiiuently  unneces- 
sary and  nnwiae.  So  peace  agitators,  in  time  of  wax,  i 
ultimately  bring  about  an  abandonmejit  of  the  ooufliot  I 
— sometimes  without  seoarLng  the  ajrautages  which 
were  originally  expected  from  the  conflict.  i 

The  agitators  for  war  in  time  of  peace,  and  for  peace  ' 
in  time  of  war,  are  not  nocesturilj,  or  perhaps  ordi- 
narily, nnpatriocio  in  their  purposes  aud  motives.  Ke- 
sults  alone  determine  whether  they  are  wise  or  unwise, 
The  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Gaadalupe  Hidalgo, 
was  6ocm-ed  by  an  irregular  negotiation  uuaer  the  ban 
of  the  Government,  Some  of  the  efl'orts  which  have 
been  made  to  bring  about  negotiations  w  ith  a  view  to 
end  our  civil  war  are  known  to  the  whole  world,  be- 
cause they  have  employed  foreign  as  well  as  domestic 
agents;  others,  with  whom  you  Lave  had  to  deal  couli- 
deutially,  are  known  to  yourself,  although  they  have 
not  publicly  transpired.  Other  cliorts  have  occurred 
here,  which  are  known  only  to  the  persons  actually 
moving  in  them  and  to  this  Government.  I  am  now 
to  give  you  for  your  information  un  account  of  an  ali'aii' 
of  the  same  eeneral  character,  which  recently  received 
much  attention  here,  and  which  doubtless  will  excite 
inquiry  abroad. 

A  few  days  ago  Francis  P.  Blair,   esq..,  of  Maryland, 
obtained  from   the  President  a  simple  leave  to  pass 
through  our  military  lines  without  deliiiite  views  known  i 
to  the  Government.    Mr.  Blair  visited  Kichmond,  and  j 
on  his  return  he  showed  to  the  President  a  letter  whieh 
Jefl'erson  Davis  had  written  to  Mr.  Blair,   in  which 
Davis  wrote  that  Mr.  Bhur  was  at  liberty  to  say  to  I 
President  Lincoln  that  Davis  was  now,  as  he  had  always  ' 
been,  willing  to  send  Commissiuuera,  if  assured  they  . 
would  be  received,   or  to  receive  any  that  should  be 
sent;  that  he  wua   not   disposed   to   lii,d   obstacles  in  ' 
forms.    He  would  send  Commissioners  to  confer  with 
the  PresidcLt,  with  a  view  to  a  restoration  of  peace  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  if  he  could  be  assured  they 
would  be  received.    The  President  thereupon,   on  the 
18Lh  of  January,  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Bkiii-,  in  which 
the  President,  after  aotnowledgiiio'  that  he  had  read  the 
note  of  Mr.  Davis,  said  be  was.   is,   and  always  should 
be,  willinc  to  receive  any  agent  that  Mr.  Davis,  or  any 
'•ther     rnr-jHuiiaJ     pftpvoi.,      ^,nf     actually      resisting 
the    authority    of     the     Governmeut,     might     send 
to   confer    informally    with    the    I'resident    with     a 
view  to   the   restoration    of  peace    to  the  people  of 
our  common  countr?.   Mr.  Blair  visited  Richmond  with  , 
las  letter  and  then  came  back  ;.t'aiu  to  Washington.' 
On  the  2&th  inst.,  we  were  advised  from  the  camp  ot  ' 
Lieut.-Gen.  Grant  that  Alexander  H.  Stephens,   K.   M. 
T.  Hunter  and  John  A.   Campbell  were   applying  fur! 
leave  to  pass  through  the  lines  to  Washington  ma  Peiec 
Commias.'oners  to  confer   with   the   President,    They 
were  permitted  by  the  Lieutenant-General  to  come  to 
his  headquarters,  to  await  there   the    decision  of  the 
President.    Major  Eckert  was  sent  down  to  meet   the 
party  from  Eiohmond  at  Gen.  Grunt's   headquarters 
The  Major  was  directed  to  deUver  to  them  a  copy  of  the 
President's  letter  to  Mr.  Blair,  with  a  note  to  be    ad- 
dressed to  them  and  signed  by  the  Major,  in  which  they 
were  directly  informed,  that  if  they  should  be  allowed 
to  pass  our  lines  they  would  be  understood  as  coming 
for  an  informal  conference  upon  the  basis  of  the  afore- 
named letter  of  the  ISth  of  January  to  Mr    Bkix      If 


they  ahoold  express  their  assent  to  tbii  condition  in 
writing,  then  Major  Kckert  was  directed  to  give  them 
safe  conduct  to  Fortresu  Monroe,  when  a  person  com- 
ing from  the  President  woald  meet  them.  It  being 
thought  probable,  from  a  report  of  their  conversatiou 
with  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  that  the  Richmond 
party  would  iu  the  manner  prescribed  accept  the  oon- 
dillon  mentioned,  the  Secretary  of  State  was  charged 
by  the  President  with  the  dury  of  representing  this 
Government  at  the  expected  informal  confereuoe.  The 
Seoretoi'y  arrived  at  Fostress  Monroe  on  the  night  of 
the  1st  day  of  Febrnarr.  Major  Eckert  met  him  in  the 
morning  of  the  2d  of  February  with  the  information 
that  the  persons  who  bad  oome  from  Kiohmund  had  not 
accepted  in  writing  the  condition  upon  which 
he  was  allowed  to  give  them  conduct  to  Fortress  Mon- 
roe. The  Major  had  given  the  tame  information  by 
telegraph  to  the  President  at  Washinj^ton.  On  receiv- 
ing this  information,  the  President  prepared  a  teleg^-am 
directing  the  Secretary  to  retain  to  Washington.  The 
Secretaiy  was  preparing,  at  the  same  moment,  to  do 
80,  without  waiting  for  instructions  from  the  President. 
But  at  this  juncture  Lieat.-Gen.  Grant  telegraphed  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  as  well  as  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that  the  party  from  Kichmond  bad  reconsidered 
and  accepted  the  conditions  tendered  them  through 
Major  Eckert,  and  Gen.  Grant  urgently  advised  the 
President  to  confer  In  person  with  the  Richmond  party. 

Under  tttese  circonutacees  the  Secretary,  by  the 
President's  direction,  remained  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
and  the  President  Joined  him  there  on  the  night  of  the 
;2d  of  February.  The  Kichmond  pai-ty  was  brought 
down  the  James  Elver  in  a  United  States  steam  trans- 
port daring  the  day,  and,the  transport  was  anchored  at 
Hampton  Itoads. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  the  President,  attended  by 
the  Secretary,  repeired  Messrs.  Stephens,  Hunter  and 
Campbell,  on  board  the  United  States  steam  transport 
" Elver  Queen,"  in  Hampton  lioads.  'The  Confei'enoe 
was  altogether  informaL  There  woa  uo  attondanoe  of 
aecretaties,  clerks,  or  other  witnesses.  Kothlng  was 
written  or  read.  The  conversation,  though  earnest  and 
free,  was  calm  and  courteous  and  kind  on  botU 
sides.  The  Elchmond  party  approached  the  dis- 
cussion rather  indirectly,  and  at  no  time  did  they 
either  moke  categorical  demands,  or  tender  formal  ittp- 
nlatioDS,  or  absolate  refusals.  Kevertheless,  during  the 
conference,  whicli  lasted  four  boars,  the  several  points 
at  issue  between  the  Oovernment  and  the  insurgents 
were  distinctly  raised  and  discussed  fully,  intelligently, 
and  in  an  amiable  spirit.  What  the  insargent  party 
seemed  chiefly  to  favor  was  a  postponement  of  the 
qnestion  of  reparation  npou  which  the  war  is  waged, 
and  a  mataal  direction  of  the  ell'orta  of  Government, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  insorgents,  to  some  extrinsic  poli- 
cy or  scheme  for  a  season,  during  which  passion  might 
be  expected  to  subside  and  the  armies  to  be  reduoed, 
and  trade  and  intercourse  between  the  people  of  both 
sections  returned.  It  was  suggested  by  them  that 
through  such  postponement  we  might  now  have  imme- 
diate peace,  with  teme  not  very  lei tain  prosjjuct  ej 
an  ultimate  satisfactory  adjaatment  of  political  relatic 
between  this  Government  and  the  States,  section  c 
people  now  engaged  ia  conflict  with  it. 

This  suggestion,  though  deliberately  considered,  wat 
nevertheless  regiurded  by  thy  President  as  one  of  aimis* 
tice  or  truce,  and  he  announced  that  we  can  agree  t» 
no  cessation  or  suspension   of  hostilities  excexit  on  tha( 
basis  of  the  disbandment  of  the  insurgent  forces  ancj 
the  restoration  of  the  national  authority  throughout  alC 
the  States  in  the  Union,    Collaterally  and  in  subordiua.^ 
tion  to  the  proposition  that  was  thus  announced,  th»; 
anti-Slavery  policy  of  the  United  States  was  reviewed^ 
in  all  its  bearings,  and  the  President  announced  that!*, 
he  must  not  be  expected  to  depai-t  from  the  positions  li} 
had  heretofore  assumed  in  hia  Proclamation  of  Emai 
cipation  aud  other  documents,  as  these  positions  wci 
reiterated  in  his  last  annual   message.    It  was  fm-thi 
declared  by  the  President  that  the  cpmplete  restoraU( 
of  the  national  authority  was  an  indispensable  cond 
tion  of  any  assent  ou   our  part  to  wh£.tever  form  i 
peace  might  be  proposed.     The  President  assured  tli 
other  party  that  while  he  mnst  adhere  to  these  pos. 
tiona,  ho  would  be  prepared,  so  far  as  power  ia  lodgei 
with  the  i;xecuti\  c,  to  exercise  liberality. 

Hia  power  is  limited  by  the  Constitution.  And  whe 
peace  should  be  made.  Congress  must  necessarily  ace  i 
regard  to  appropiiations  of  money  aud  to  the  admissio 
of  Eepresentatives  from  the  insurrectionary  States 
Tho  Kichuioud  party  were  then  iul'urmed  that  Congresi 
had  on  the  31st  ult.  adopted,  by  a  constitutional  major 
ity,  a  joint  resolution,  submitting  to  the  several  States 
the  proposition  to  abolish  Slavery  throu>;hout  tho  Union, 


and  that  thcro  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  it  will  soc 
be  accepted  by  threefuurtha  of  the  States,  so  aa  to  b' 
oome  a  part  of  the  national  organic  law.  The  confe! 
enco  came  to  un  end  by  matual  acquiescence,  withoi 
procuring  on  agrccmont  of  views  upon  tho  several  ma' 
ters  discassod,  or  any  of  them.  IN'evertheless,  it  id  po 
haps  of  Bomu  importauoo  that  wo  have  been  able  to  ti^ 
mit  our  opinions  and  views  directly  to  prominent  if 
surgents,  and  to  hear  them  answer  iu  a  conrteoua  al 
not  unfriendly  manner.  | 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Si.waud. 

Charles  I'Tancis  AJame,  esq.,  Ac,  A.c. 


RtBUL  Views  of  Peace.  Tbe  comments  of 
tLe  KiiLmoiid  papers  upou  the  peace  negotiutow, 
wliO  have  been  admined  tUrough  our  llaea,  aje 
woriby  of  notice.  \NLile  evidently  disbelieving 
tlittt  any  thing  of  iiuportdnce  in  the  way  of  peace 
will  toaie  of  the  attempts  at  ue^Jiotiatioa  which 
tiicso  men  may  make,  the  rebel  press  plainly 
btutcti  iu>  opiiiiun  that  peace  manccuvres  damag;e 
tlio  Confederate  cause  at  homo,  by  unaettUng  the 
popular  faitli  in  war,  and  by  retarding  moveraaDts 
witli  reference  to  its  continuance.  One  of  the 
fierccbt  war  papers  in  liichmond  Bays  that  there  is 
liO  poBdibility  that  Jeff.  Davis  will  gain  any  ad- 
vautAga  over  Sir.  Lincoln,  while  the  talk  about 
peace  haii  akeady  produced  division  among  the 
Confederates  which  cannot  be  easily  repaireij. 
The  rebels  seem  to  entertain  the  idea  that  Mr. 
Lincoju  is  abundantly  able  to  maintain  the  honor 
of  the  lederal  Government,  and  are  fcarlnl  that 
Jeff  Davis  will  come  off  second  bent  in  any  traas- 
sctiona  bo  may  allow  with  (be  Tresidcnt  of  tae 
United  States. 


^O^HON     ADV 


PEESIDEKT  LINCOLN'S  PEACE  EEPOET. 

Kew  York,  ith.  The  Presidential  document  re- 
lating-to  peace  negotialiona  had  nut  bean  seat  into 
CODgrcus  up  to  ono  o'clock  tUis  ^oiu'huu   -, 


FBES-  LINCOLN   INSOBBBI)  IN    MISSOUBI. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  iSth.  Tlie  State  Convention  today 
unanimously  passed  a  rosolutlon  iudorHlng  the  action 
of  the  Preiilaent  In  the  peace  confbrenoe,  pled^inc 
the  loyal  people  of  Misaouri  to  sustaiu  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  last  eitremltv  In  prosecuting  the  war 
until  peace  shall  be  established  or  conquered  on  the 
baula  contained  In  the  President's  note  to  Seafetary 
Seward.  A./  /  f  /  f  i 


Sut  Saward  aid  Prwldent  UqmIi  at  Qty  Polat. 

The  Herald's  Washington  special  says  it  is 
now  understood,  irom  tho  vcr/  bighest  and  most 
idiablo  source,  that  Secretary  Bbw/lrd  was 
sent  for  by  President  Lihojln  to  come  to  City 
Point  for  consuitation,  and  that  arrangeoienta 
are  in  progress  lor  a  consi  illation  betwetn  Lbb 
acd  G»Ai^,  wipported  on  one  siie  by  lauooijr 
and  Ssw^ABo,  and  on  U^o  other  by  Di^Tis  aijid 


/jxS-^^M 


(hoA 


*K*Sl 


Pt«c«. 
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\  ^l^ipside^t  LKJcotN  is  at  Fortress  Monroe. 
s  YeBterd»y,  Secretary  Bhwahd  and  several 
frieucla  H^  WasliiDgtou  to  join  Um  there. 
Il  u  rumored  tbat  a  new  Peace  Ooulerance  is 
to  be  held  at  once.  Indeed,  the  statement  is 
made  that  interviews  have  already  occurred 
preliminary  to  tormal  discussions,  at  one  of 
which  Gen.  Lbk  and  the  Preeidsat  were  to- 
gether  several  hours. 

The  public  will  await  an  i33ue  Irom  these  ex- 
traordinary movements  with  great  anxiety. 
Now  that  the  end  of  the  war  eviiently  dr^^ws 
nigh,  it  becomes  a  queati&n  ol  supreme  im- 
portance how  it  shall  Le  terminated.  The 
loyal  majority  of  the  nation  is  earnestly  desi- 
xous  that  further  bloodshed  shall  be  averted, 
and  the  normal  conditions  of  peace  restored 
But  it  is  equally  emphatic  in  ils  demands  thai" 
no  propositions  shall  be  made  or  acceded  to  on 
our  part,  which  will  lower  in  the  least  degree 
the  standard  upon  which  we  have  maintained 
the  contest  thus  far. 

Without  assuming  any  especial  knowledge 
upon  the  tubject,  we  as&ume  to  say  that  the 
President  will  not  make,  and  ha^  not  intended 
to  make,  any  tender  to  the  Rebels  that  will 
not  meet  with  the  approval  of  every  tru-^- 
hearted  cilizsn.  His  ultimatum  has  already 
been  announced,  both  in  his  conference  with 
the  Rebel  Commissioners  at  Fortress  Mor  roe, 
and  in  hii  inaugural  address.  Whon  the  C  jn- 
federatea  lay  down  tbeir  arms,  abindon  their 
attempts  to  destroy  our  free  institutions,  and 
confess  themselves  sabjagattd  by  force  against 
"which  it'  is  madness  for  them  longer  to  resist^ 
they  will  bo  dealt  with  "  upon  the  most  liberal 
t«rmB.".  The  emancipation  proclamauon  wUl 
not  be  withdrawn ;  no  portion  of  the  Rsbel 
war  d^^t  will  be  assume  J ;  the  chieia  of  Trea- 
6on  •will  not  be  restored  to  the  evil  rights 
they  have  forfeited.  For  the  misguided  and 
autttering  people  of  the  S  JUth,  every  possible 
exhibition  of  sympathy  and  lenity  will  be 
maide, — for  the  originatcrs  of  secession,  no- 
thing but  justice  tempered  wita  mercy. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  circumstances  will 
soon  set  forth  the  President's  policy  in  this 
matter,  with  distinctness.  The  absurd  aug-, 
gestions  of  Mr.  Ghkbley,  in  the  Tribune, 
coupled  with  a  hundred  rumors  of  couccUb 
and  prolfjrs,  fabricated  frosi  miEchievoas 
imagination,  are  eus^eaderiag  a  feverish  stale 
of  public  sentiment;  an  intense  curicsity,  not 
mimixed  with  appreheusiou.  It  ia  beat  to  have 
it  made  known,  speedily  and  detiijitely,  that 
Mr.  LiscoLN  does  not  participate  in  Greeley's 
mcnon^auia  now,  ^ny  more  than  he  di(^  a  year 

'-;  ^e  Have  no  reason  to  expect  anything  from 

fJIBegofJAtions  with  Davis.    Ajij  peace  which 

*lallfl  short  of  independence  involves  hie  doom. 

'J^e  would  as  willingly  se^  chaos  come  again 

as  the  Union  reconstructed.    Behind  him,  ^d 

'^partioipftting  in  thia  seutiment,  are  the  cl^efB 

C^O'lpive  staked  their  all  npou  the  fate  bl 

"Revolution.    For  them  thero  ia   no  middle 

coutae,    Piey  may  6|an^  ready  to  make  the 

''  most  liberal  treaties  "  of  mutual  alliance  and 

defense ;  to  join  us  in  a  foreign  war ;  to  pledge 

even  Uie  gradual  extinction  of  Slavery.    But 

littwjr  will  ftax,#?,J|(^r.^^u^KKB^^d  m^a^ 


ago : — "  A  recognition  of  our  independence  ia^ 
the  indispensable  preliminary  of  negotiation." 
The  maasea  of  89utbera  people  have  no 
such  feeling,  because  they  are  not  in  the  like 
circomatancee.  Everything  indicates  that 
Uu'QUghuut  all  the  titatcs,  there  is  growing 
diBsaiistaqtion  with  the  Richmond  cabal ;  a 
complete  dishearteument  respecting  the  future 
of  Treason,  and  a  willingness  to  return  to 
allegiance.  The  final  negotiations  must,  the  r j- 
fore,  be  with  the  people.  But  the  people  tr j 
not  to  be  reached  through  councils  at  Fortress 
Monroe  and  City  Point.  The  w  ay  of  approach 
to  them  lies  over-  the  battle- field.  When  Lee 
ahd  Johnston  are  whipped  or  surrendered : 
when  Richmond  aud  Petersburg  h  in  our 
hands;  when  the  stars  and  bars  havj  gone 
down  from  the  Coalederate  capital,  then  the 
heart  of  the  South  will  have  been  subdued. 
And,  it  is  probably  safe  to  say,  not  until  then. 
We  are  glad  to  know,  therefore,  that 
Gaiirr'fl  army  is  in  motion.  At  the  same 
time,  beyond  doubt,  SaEaMA.w  has  advanced 
ur^tn  JoHHSTON.  All  our  available  fprces  in 
Ifoith  Carolina  and  Yiiginia  may  bo  at  this 
moment  confronting  the  two  grand  corps  of 
the  Rebels.  Perhaps,  within  twenty  four 
hours,  intelligence  will  be  flashed  to  ua  over 
the  wires,  of  "  the  beginning  of  the  end." 
At  least,  if  it  does  not  arrive  so  soon,  the  crisis 
cannot  ba  much  longer  delayed. 

\i  the  present  military  advance  results  in 
victory,  then  the  Presidant's  opportunity  will 
have  arrived.  Then  he  should  issue  an  address 
to  th*  Southern  people,  showing  them  that 
while  uncompromising  in  cotfict,  we  are 
magnanimous  in  triumph  ;  that  while  we  make  | 
.no  parley  with  a  defiant  foe,  we  visit  no  vei- 
geance  upon  a  prostrate  enemy ;  that  if  we 
have  proven  we  know  how  to  wield  the  hal- 
berd in  war,  we  cheerfully  lay  it  aside  for  the 
piuaing  hook.  Ha  should  kindly  and  with 
dignity,  invite  them  back  to  tneii-  violated 
all«!giance,  assuring  them  that  cur  quarrel  has 
been  with  a  wicked  cause,  and  not  with  a  de- 
luded populace, — and  presenting  to  them  the 
advantages  of  a  fraternal  reunion,  ia  which  we 
may  proceed,  forgetful  of  the  dark  and  bloody 
past,  and  animated  by  a  common  hope  for  the' 
future,  to  work  cu t  our  manifest  dc-itiay.  Ahd 
when  such  an  appeal  is  made,  we  believe  its 
response  will  be  a  voluntary  tubmitsion  of 
four  fifths  of  the  population  embraced  in  the 
rwnainiflg,Beb«i,tferfUory. 


THK      PEACE     AOEHTS     AT      EICHMPHD. 

'eXTRAOBDINA»Y  conduct  of  "EX- 
TRA   BILLY"    SMITH. 


/few  York,  Uh.  The  Post's  despatch  aaya  there  1» 
no  doubt  ex-Senator  Hunter  and  Judge  CampbaU 
remained  in  Richmond  to  see  what  oould  be  done 
about  peace.  ,  . , 

The  President  will  probably  soon  Issue  another 
amnesty  proclamation. 

The  KicUmond  Whig  says  Goyemor  Smith  made  a 
speech  Monday  evenina  saying  the  rebel  troops  were 
victorious  and  that  Riohmond  should  not  be  evacu- 
ated, and  theu  ietj  on  horseback.  .     ,  ,    ■,„    ^, 

A  large  number  of  prisoners  have  arrived  in  Wash- 
ington and  are  desirous  of  taking  the  oath  of  aUeeJ- 
auc«. 


ClJllh-^^-^\  tif-c^^ 


^0^  Petes  <t"*«.U«B. 

— Presiden||iiai»ln  was  cloee^d  with  l^ 
cabinet  for  sevtrll  hours  yuBterday,  as  is  sup- 
posed discueslag  the  terms  o^h^a  laiended 
prcckmfttion  to  the  B  -uthcra  people. 

—There  was  no  ibrmrtl  meeting  ol'  the  Vit- 
glnia  Legifilttture  last  Friday;  but  at  an  Irreg- 
ular gathering,  a  committeewas  appointed  to 
inform  Gov.  Smith  and  the  Legisla.ure  of  the 
terms  proposed  by  the  Piesident,  which  the 
Whig  understands  to  be  of  the  moat  liberal 
character. 

—la  a  little  speech  to  a  crowd  at  Washing- 
ton, lafit  evening,  President  Lincoln  proposed 
three  cheers  for  Gen.  Grant.  This  ia  proof 
that  he  endorses  the  terms  upon  which  the 
surrendur  of  Lee  was  dictated.  Those  who 
make  War  upon  the  Genoral,  must  expect  to 
array  themselves  in  opposition  to  the  policy 
of  the  Afimioistration. 

—The  Natlimal  Intelligenctsr  s&ya  that  Judge 
Campbell  a:ia  the  other  promiziOxit  S.iuihcrncra 
whe  called  upon  the  PivBideat,  ur^cd  hira  to 
issue  a  prodnmtiUon  (.ff-rin^j  liberal  terms  to 
the  South.  The  reply  or  the  Preaidett  was, 
that  the  time  had  not  yet  arriyed  when  he  lelt 
prepared  to  take  such  a  btcp ;  tiiiit  so  long  as 
Gen.  Grant  is  pursuing  the  loicis  in  the  liold, 
civU  action  must  bo  withheld.  The  Laku^ 
gtnter  expresses  the  opinioa  that  the  procla- 
malioif  will  be  given  very  speedily,  and  that 
it  will  be  quite  as  broad  as  miy  loyahst  could 
desire.  , 

—The  Richmond  correspondent  of  the  New 
York  Times  says  the  loyal  people  of  that  city 
insist  that  the  work  of  reconstruction  shall 
not  be  confided  to  Gov.  Saiith  and  the  Legis- 
lature, for  the  reason  tliat  flmiih  has  been  one 
of  their  mast  bitter  and  unrelentjag  enemies 
from  th6  beginning,  and  that  the  Legislature 
in  no  sense  represents  the  wishes  of  the  mavs  of 
the  people.  They  demand  ,Ui!tt  Tirginift  Shall 
bo  taken  back  into  the  Vnion  "under  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation ;''  that  no  veaticje 
of  the  rebellion  shall  be  tolerated;  that  the 
usurpation,  Stale  and  Confederate,  which  has 
wrecked  Virgiuia,  shall  not  be  recognized  in 
a  single  respect ;  that  the  Stala  Government 
must  be  organized  anew,  by  a  convention  of 
the  people,  as  soon  as  that  can  be  properly 
effected,  and  the  State  and  its  inhabitanw 
thoroughly  purged  of  treason  in  every  ehaiJO. 


^-^^ 


// 


Th«  Pmm  <latsUM 

^Tbe  WashiDgton  Star  saya  the  Presid 
yeaterday  tele«rapfeed  tW  ftoT.  I'ierpont,  a\ 
Alelali(&ift,  to  ttMB  up  and  Uave  aa  intei  view 
Willi  liim  In  reference  to  a  removal  to  Rich- 
mcmd.   Tbie,  if  true,  dleposea  of  the  rumor 
that  Mr.  Lincoln  had  proposed  ^o  recogjiip 
the  R3bel  Leglalature  and  Qo,y.  Smith. 
'  — Th^,C(>mm«)Tw{:i»WwhiftPtP«  «y»rW'/»pc^- 
dept  fi^s  ^^0%  a  Vei-y  generfti  dlstiuit  there 
thsX  any  good  will  come  out  Qf  the  c  nference 
betWf  ?i  liie  Fresident  and  Judge  Camj)bell, 
wio  18  now  in  reality  the  Reb«sl  8:crdt*ry  o^, 
War.    Thoughtfol  men  believd  it  will  be  ne- 
ther wiM  nor  prudoat  to  leate  the  (^uestlDniOC 
XSP0nB(ru«ti(m  Id  \M  Hlajfed^ut  ^emoort^c 
^cSiAa  of  tk%  ^ti^ 
-  —A.  ^aahington^diuepatcll  to  the  New  York 

i  Tht  freaiaent  makes  no  secret  of  bis  diepo- 
aitioa  to  waive  every  thing  but  Ijuion  and 
Bmancipatlon  loi  the  sake  of  restormg  tran- 
quility. When  in  Richmond  he  arranged  an 
cuUiaefor  the  r^um  oi  Virginia  to  the  Union. 
The  State  Deputment  haa  grounds  to  believe 
iJlia  British  Guvernment  will  revoke  the  recog- 
niiion  of  belligerent  rights  to  the  Oopfijdejaof 
on  raoript  a£  fb%  t*re3tdent*B  Prctlajaati|0o 
eloslag  xi&  ports  and  deciari^i.  tJbfi  hloo^de 
At  ahead.  >; 


ij.i..  y-frttrrrrrrtt 
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WotiCisitcr  gaily  Si*au;smi)t 

%Ue  Jjiberty  of  the  Press  Is  essential  to  the 
Security  of  Freadom,  and  ohould  b*  main- 
ta\aed  aa  the  .^leis  of  our  TTatiotMil  Wa^ 


WOaCESTER,   MASa      .i 


IBIONDAY    BVKNIJVG,    UAV  »»,    1865. 


The  Last  Days  of  Thk  Jbff.  Davis  El'lb. 
f  he  New  York  limes  {iisljliOius  a  letter  from 
a  genlknian  who  was  private  secretary  to  oni? 
of  the  most  influential  members  of  Jeff.  Davis 
Cabinet,  which  throws  a  good  deal  of  light 
on  the  character  of  that  ijidividual  during  the 
last  da)  8  of  his  government.  It  appears  that 
the  leading  rebels  thought  very  lightly  of  his 
capadi^  to  govern,  and  deemed  him  an  incu- 
bus on  their  cause.  lie  was  utterly  selfish 
4in(}  obdurate,  ami  his  Cabinet  and  Congress 
Teere  merely  the  tools  of  his  insatiable  desire 
for  power.  He  was  rudely  intolerant  of  any 
difference  of  opir.ii'n,  hated  men  of  independ- 
lent  judgment — in  fact,  was  a  perfect  despot. 
His  manifesto  to  Congress  in  November  last, 
asiuniing  a  singular  cheerfulness,  did  not 
Htve  to  hoodwink  the  leading  rebel  politicians, 
and  steps  were  openly  and  privately  taken  tq 
induce  Davis  to  agree  to  terms  of  peace  with 
the  Federal  Government,  on  the  ground  that 
further  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  South  to  con- 
tinue the  contest  were  hopeless.  Davis  re- 
fused, and  the  dissatisfaction  with  him  in- 
creased. Wigfall  of  Texas  was  at  the  head  of 
a  party  who  aimed  at  the  deposition  of  Davis 
and  Stephens,  but  the  sudden  calamiues  wbich 
overtook  the  rebel  cause  confounded  the  con- 
vpirators,  and  their  scheaie  and  their  victin^s. 
Accoidmg  to  the  writer's  authority,  the  Con- 
fw'derate  military  strength  before  the  capture 
of  Richmond,  east  of  the  Mississippi,  was 
about  one  hundred  thousand  men,  all  told. 
Divis  and  his  fellow  fugitives  had  but  $600, 
000  in  their  wallets  on  leaving  the  rebel  capi- 
tal, and  Ibis  sum  was  mainly  in  silver,  whKh 
accounts  for  its  bulk.  The  principal  portion 
of  the  rebel  treasure,  it  seems,  »vas  in  foreign 
hands — a  fact  which  at  least  shows  that,  in 
spite  of  all  the  bluster  and  brag  to  the  contra- 
ry, the  necessity  of  an  early  flight  httd  been 
anticipated,  and  in  part  provided  for  a  con-  i 
siderable  time  before    the  military  surrtiuder.  : 


Mb.  Lincoln's  Befajcibb.  The  Augusta 
(Ga.)  Chronicle  coutains  a  detailed  tccoont  of  the 
Peace  Coofraeace  at  Hampton  Boads,  ou  the 
authority  of  Alexander  H.  Stephens.  Hia  de- 
aciiption  of  the  interriew  is  mainly  like  that  given 
to  the  public  by  the  Union  authorities.  The  fol- 
lowing incident  of  the  conference  has  not  got  into 
print  before: 

Mr.  Hunter  insisted  that  the  recognition  of  Baris's 
power  to  make  a  treaty  was  the  first  and  indispensa- 
ble step  to  peace,  and  referring  to  the  c()rrespoiulence 
between  King  Onarles  the  First  and  his  Parliament 
as  a  reliable  precedent  of  a  constitational  ruler  treat- 
ing with  rebels. 

Mr.  Lincoln's  ihce  tlien  wore  that  indescribable 
expression  which  generally  preceOTd  his  hardest  hits, 
ana  he  remarked :  "Upon  questions  of  history  I  must 
refer  you  to  Mr.  Seward,  for  he  Is  ported  in  such 
things,  and  I  dont  propose  to  be  bnght.  Mr  only 
distinct  recollection  of  the  matter  Is,  that  Charles 
lost  his  head."     That  apttl^d  Mr.  ^unte^for  a 


BOSTON     ALY 


THE  CLAIM  OF  REBELS 


What  the  Peace  Conumssion  of 
1864  Wanted. 


A   Historical    Letter   to   Caufederate 
State  Secretary, 


Written  by  Clement  C.  Clay— Hla  Views 

OX  Greeley  and  Abrabam  Lincoln 

'^Bflunlon  Could  Not  Be 

Considered.         t  ^  S'') 


Vrom  the  Bew  York  6iail  and  Ejcvr^is. 
St.  Cxthkbibks,  C.  W.,  Aug.  11,  1864. — 
Hon.  J.  P.  Batijamln,  Sac'u  of  State,  lUeli- 
moiid,  Va.,  C.  S.  A.:  Sib— 1  deem  it  due 
to  Mr.  Holcombe  aud  myself  to  address  you 
in  espianation  of  tlie  circumstances  leading 
to  and  attending  our  correspondence  with 
Hon.  Horace  Greeley,  wbiob  lias  been  tlie 
subject  of  so  much  misrepresentation  In  the 
United  States,  and,  if  they  are  correctly 
copied,  of  at  least  two  newspapers  in  the 
Confederate  states.  We  address  a  joint 
and  Informal  note  to  the  president  on  this 
subject,  but,  as  it  was  sent  by  a  messen&ier 
under  peculiar  embarrassments,  it  was 
couched  in  very  guarded  terms,  and  was 
not  so  full  or  explicit  as  we  originally  In- 
tended or  desired  to  make  it  I  hope  he 
has  already  delivered  it  and  has  explained 
its  purpose  and  supplied' what  was  wanting 
to  do  us  full  justice. 

WHAT  THKY  TAr.Kif.n  ABOUT. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Holcombe, 
Mr.  Thompson  and  myself  in  Canada  West, 
it  was  known  in  the  United  States,  and  was 
the  subject  of  much  speculation  there  as  to 
ibe  object  of  our  business.  Some  politi- 
cians,of  more  or  less  fame,  and  representing 
all  paities  in  the  United  States,  came  to 
see  Mr.  H.  and  myself— Mr.  T.  being 
at  Toronto  aud  less  accessible  than 
we  were  at  the  Falls — either  through  curi- 
osity or  some  better  or  worse  motive.  They 
found  that  our  conversation  was  mainly  di- 
rected to  the  mutual  injury  we  were  in- 
flicting on  each  other  by  war,  the  necessity 
for  peace  in  order  to  preserve  whatever  was 
'Valuable  to  both  sections,  and  the  proba- 
bility of  foreign  intervention  when  we  were 
thoroughly  exhausted  and  unable  to  injure 
others,  and  the  dictation  of  a  peace  less  ad- 
vantageous to  both  belllKoreiits  than  they 
might  now  make  if  there  was  au  aroiiitiue 
ot  suflicient  duration  to  allow  paasion  to 
subside  and  reason  to  resume  its  sway. 

SANDERS,    GRKKLKY   AND    JKWaTl'. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  (ioorge  N.  Sanders, 
who  Lad  preceded  ua  to  the  Falls,  was  ad- 
dretbing,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  his 
aLckul  and  Intimate  patty  friends  and  oth- 
eib  in  the  United  States  supposed  to  be  fa- 
vorai)ly  iuelined,  assurintc  ttiem  tbat  a  peace 
nutually  advantageous  to  theNurtti  aad  the 
S.  nth  might  be  made  and  inviting  them  to 
visit  us  that  we  might  couaider  aad  discuss 
the  subject  Ho  informbd  us  that  Mr, 
Greeley  would  visit  us  if  we  would  bo 
pleased  to  see  him.  Bolieviug  from  his  au- 
tecedbuts  that  he  was  a  sincere  friend  of 
peace,  even  with  separation,  if  necessary, 
we  aiithoiiz.ed  Mr.  S.  to  say  that  wo  would 
be  ghid  to  leceive  him.  Mr.  G.  replied,  as 
we  wero  told  tLrough  Mr.  Jewett— who  had 
been  an  active  and  useful  a^ent  for  eummu- 
caiing  with  citi/.eus  of  the  United  States— 
tliat  lie  would  iiretVr  to  accompany  us  to 
WH-bir)ut('ii  City  to  t'llk  of  peaue,  aud  would 
do  BO  if  we  would  go.  We  did  not  ihya  be- 
lieve that  Mr.  G.  had  autlxiri/cd  this  or.i- 
jjosal  in  his  name,  for  neither  wo  nor  Mr.  , 
S.  had  seen  It  in  any  telegram  or  letter  from 


Mr.  Q.  but  had  it  «uly  from  the  lips  of  Mr. 
Jlewett,  who  is  reported  to  be  a  oo^n  of  fer- 
vid aud  fruitful  lounagiuatlon,  aud  veify 
credulous  of  what  he  wishes  to  be  true. 
Notwithstaniiitg,  aft«r  ealm  deliberation 
and  consultation,  we  thought  that  we  could 
not,  in  duty  to  the  Confederate  states,  de- 
cline the  invitation,  and  directed  Mr.  S.  to 
say  that  we  would  go  to  Washington  if  com- 
plete and  unqualified  protection  was  given 
us.  We  did  not  feel  authorized  to  speak  for 
Mr.  Thompson,  who  was  absent,  and  we 
moreover  deemed  it  necessary  that  he  or  I 
should  remain  here  to  promotte  the  objects 
that  the  6ecretary  of  war  bad  given  us  aud 
another  Ln  charge. 

Mr.  S.  responded  in  his  own  peculiar 
style,  as  you  have  seen,  or  will  see  by  the 
inclosed  copy  of  the  correspondence,  which 
was  published  under  my  supervision. 

MB.    GBUliXSV    SXmPblSES  THEM. 

We  did  not  expect  to  hear  from  Mr. 
Greeley  again  upon  the  subject,  and  were 
greatly  surprised  by  his  note  from  the  United 
States  Bide  of  the  falls,  addressed  to  ua  as 
"duly  accredited  from  Kichmond  as  the 
bearers  of  propositions  looking  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  peace."  How  or  by  whom  that 
character  was  imputed  to  us  we  do  nut 
know.  We  suspect,  however,  that  we  are 
indebted  for  the  attribution  of  the  high  aud 
respoubibio  office  to  Mr.  Jewett,  or  to  that 
yet  more  credulous  and  inventive  personage 
Dame  Rumor.  Certainly  we  were  not  justly 
chargeable  with  having  asiumed  or  alliicted 
the  character,  or  with  having  given  any  oue 
sufficient  grounds  to  infer  that  we  came 
clothed  with  any  such  powers.  We  never 
sought  or  desired  a  safe  conduct  to  Wash- 
in,:<ton  cr  au  iuterviaw  with  Mr.  liUicoln. 
We  never  proposed,  suggested  or  Intimated 
aijy  terms  of  peace  to  any  person  that  dido't 
embiaee  the  independence  of  the  Confeder- 
ate states.  We  h.»v'e  been  as  joalous  of  the 
rights,  interest  ana  honor  of  our  go?eramant 
as  any  of  its  citizens  cau  be,  and 
huve  never  wittingly  compromised 
them  by  »ct  word  or  sl^n.  Wo  have 
not  felt  it  our  duty  to  declare  to 
all  who  approached  us  upon  the  suoject  that 
reunion  was  impossible  undor  any  chan^'e 
"f  the  constitution  or  abridgement  of  tt"4e 
Federal  government  We  have  not  dia 
peHed  the  fond  delusion  of  mo:^t  of  those 
with  whom  we  have  conversed  that  some 
kind  of  common  governiueut  might  at  some 
time  hereafter  be  re-established.  Bat,  we 
have  not  induced  or  enccurased  this  idea. 
On  the  contrary,  when  obliged  to  answer 
the  question :  "Will  the  Southern  States 
consent  to  reunion  ?"  I  have  answered 
"Not  now;  you  have  shed  so  much  of  their 
best  blood,  have  desolated  so  many  homes, 
inflicted  so  much  injury,  caused  so  much 
physical  and  mental  agony,  aud  have  threat- 
ened and  attempted  such  irreparable  wroags 
— without  justification  or  excuse,  as  they 
believe — that  they  would  now  prefer  extar- 
mination  to  your  embraces  as  friends  and 
fellow  citizens  of  the  same  government 
You  must  wait  till  the  blood  of  our  slaugh- 
tered people  has  exhaled  from  the  soil,  till 
the  homes  which  you  have  destroyed  have 
been  rebuilt  till  our  badges  of  mourning 
have  been  laid  aside,  and  the  memorials  of 
our  wrongs  are  no  longer  visible  on  every 
hand,  before  you  propose  to  rebuild  a  joint 
aud  common  government.  But  I  think  the 
South  wUl  agree  to  an  armistice  of  six  or 
more  months,  and  to  a  treatv  of  amity  aud 
commerce,  securing  peculiar  aud  exclusive 
privileges  to  both  sections,  and  possibly  to 
an  alliance  defensive,  or  even  for  some  pur- 
poses both  defensive  and  oSensive." 

HOrKFUL     I'KACEMAKEBS. 

If  we  can  credit  the  asseverations  of  both 
peace  and  war  Democrats  uttered  to  us  in 
person  and  through  the  presses  uf  the  U.  8., 
our  correspondence  with  Mr.  Greeley  has 
been  promotive  of  our  wishes.  It  haii  im- 
pressed all  but  fanatical  abolitionists  with 
the  opinion  that  there  can  be  no  peace  while 
Mr.  Liucoln  pieaides  over  the  goverumaut 
of  the  II.  S.  All  concede  that  we  will  nut 
accept  his  terras,  and  scarcely  any  Djm- 
orrat,  and  not  all  tlio  Rtpublijana,  will  In- 
sU$  on  Ujiem.    They  are  not  wUUog  to  pay 


the    price  his  terms  exact  of  the  North. 

They    see   that  ho  can  reach  peace  oaly 

UliifiMh  subjagation  of  th^  Soutb.  which 

but  few  think  practicable;  through  aui- 
Vfcisai  bankruptcy  of  the  North;  tnrough 
aem  of  their  own  blood  as  well  aa 
of  ours ;  tbroagh  the  utter  demorallzatloD  of 
their  pupils  and  destruction  of  their  repub- 
lican governments ;  through  anarchy  aud 
moral  chaos — all  of  which  Is  more  repulsive 
and  intolerabla  than  even  tbeaeparMtlonand 
udei  endence  of  the  south. 

KB.  LIUCOLN  DBKOnNGSO, 

All  the  Democratic  presses  denounce  Mr. 
Lir coin's  meuifesto  in  strong  terms,  and 
m&iy  Republican  presses  (aud  among  theu 
the  New  Toik  Tribune)  admit  it  was  a 
blui  der.  Mr.  Greeley  was  chagrined  and 
Incensed  by  it  as  his  articles  clearly  show. 
I  am  to'.d  by  those  who  profess  to  have 
beard  his  private  expressions  of  opinion  and 
feeling  that  he  curses  all  foals  in  high 
places,  and  regards  himself  as  deceived  and 
maltreated  by  the  administration.  From  all 
that  1  can  see  or  hear  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
correspondence  has  tended  strongly  toward 
ccnsolidatiug  the  Democracy  and  dividing 
itie  Republicans  and  encouraging  the  desire 
for  peace.  Many  prominent  politicians  of 
tie  United  States  assure  us  that  it  is  the 
n ost  opportune  and  efficient  .moral  inS'^ru- 
mentality  for  stopping  the  war  that  could 
have  been  conceived  or  exerted,  and  beg 
us  to  refrain  from  any  vindication  of  our 
course  or  explanation  of  our  purposes. 

MB.  eBEBLETf'S    FAILUBK. 

At  all  events,  we  have  developed  what  we 
desired  to  tte  eyes  of  our  own  people— that 
war,  with  alllls  horror,  ii  less  terrible, and 
hateful  thou  the  alternative  offered  by  Mr. 
Lincoln.  We  hope  that  none  will  hereafter 
be  found  in  North  Carolina,  or  In  any  other 
part  of  the  Confederate  States,  so  base  as  to 
insist  that  we  shall  make  any  more  advances 
to  him  in  behalf  of  peace,  but  that  all  of  our 
citizens  will  gird  themselves  with  renewed 
and  redoubled  energy  and  resolution  to  bat- 
tle against  our  foes  until  our  utter  exter- 
mination, rather  than  halt  to  ponder  the 
terms  which  he  haughtily  proclaims  as  his 
ultimata.  If  such  be  the  elfect  of  our  oor- 
reapondence,  we  shall  be  amply  indemnified 
for  all  the  misrepresentation  which  we  have 
incurred  or  can  Incur. 

VIBGIMIA    NEW6PAPEBS  DENOUKCED. 

Mr.  Greeley's  purpose  may  have  been 
merely  to  find  out  our  conditions  of  peace, 
but  we  give  him  credit  for  seeking  higher 
objects.  While  we  contemplated  and  de- 
tired  something  more,  yet  it  was  part  of  our 
purpose  to  ascertain  Mr,  Lincoln's  condi- 
tions of  peace.  We  have  achieved  our  pur- 
poee  in  part ;  Mr.  Greeley  has  failed  alto- 
gether. He  correctly  reports  us  as  having 
proposed  no  terms.  We  never  intended  to 
propose  any  till  instructed  by  our  govern- 
ment We  have  sulfered  ourselves  to  be 
falsely  reported  as  proposing  certaiu  terms 
— among  them  reunion — for  reasons  that  our 
judgments  approved,  hoping  that  we  would 
in  cue  time  be  fully  vindicated  at  horns. 

If  there  is  no  more  wisdom  iu  our  coan- 
try  theu  was  displayed  in  the  malignant  ar-  i 
tide  of  the  Richmond  Examiner  and  Petars- 
buig  Register,  approving  of  the  ukasu  of 
Mj.  Liucoln,  the  war  must  continue  uatil 
ueuiral  nations  iuterfere  aud  command  the 
peace.  Such  articles  are  copied  into  all  the 
Kepublican  presses  of  the  United  States, 
niiU  help  them  more  in  encouraging  the 
priiiecutiun  of  the  war  than  auytuing  tuey 
can  theuiaelves  utter. 

KXACJdttKATKD   DISCONTlfiNT, 

If  I  am  not  deceived,  the  elements  of 
coiivulslou  and  revolution  existing  in  the 
North  liuve  been  greatly  agitated  by  the 
t)iniiuiici  (iiitaito  of  the  autocrat  of  the 
Wl;ite  House.  Not  only  Democrats,  Out 
Keiiublieaus,  are  protesting  against  a  draft 
10  swell  au  army  to  fight  to  free  uegroes, 
and  are  declaring  more  boldly  for  ssate 
rights  aud  the  Union  as  it  was.  Mauy  say 
the  draft  caunot  and  shall  not  be  enforced. 
Tl!"  Democracy  are  beginning  to  learn  that 
(htymust  endure  persecution,  outrage  and 
lyianny  at  the  hands  of  the  Uupub- 
llcaos      just      as      soon      aa     thev     ,caa 


bring  back  their  armed  legions  from 
the  Soatb.  Ttiey  read  their  owq 
f«t«  la  t^t «( tbe  people  of  Kentaotcy,  Mis- 
spari  and  Marylaod.  Tbey  are  beginniog 
to  leao  more  on  tbe  side  of  oar  people  as 
their  natural  allies  and  as  the  champions 
of  state  rights  and  of  popular  liberty.  Many 
at  them  would  ^rladly  look  arms  with  our 
B^&uta  in  erushitii:  tbelr  common  enemy, 
the  abolitionists.  Many  of  tliem  woald  fall 
into  oui  lines  is  our  armies  occupied  any 
states  north  of  the  Ohio,  for  a  month  or  evep 
a  week.  Ibmy  of  them  are  looking  to  toe 
time  wb«i  they  may  flee  their  ooan^y  di 
fi^ht  fo^  'thehr  InaMeiialble '  rlghtSi  They  are 
preparing  for  the  latter  alternative.  '■' 

Th^  instnictlonfi  of  the  secretary  of  war 
to  us  and  the  oteobf  dettiled  for  speclql 
service  hftve  not  been  neglected.  We  haVe 
bees  artaoging  for  the  indispensable  co- 
operation. It  Is  proB^ised,  and  we  hope^ 
will  soon  be  furnished.  Then  we  will  act. 
We  have  been  disappointed  and  delayed  by 
causes  which  cannot  now  explain. 

I  fondly  trust  that  oar  efforts  will  not  be 
defeated  or  hindered  by  an  wise  and  iatem-i 
perate  declarations  of  the  public  opinion  by 
newspaper  editors  or  others  who  are  re- 
garded as  its  exponents.  We  have  a  difflr 
cult  role,  to  play  and  mast  be  judged  witti 
clufflty  until  heard  in  our  own  defensa. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Holcouiba, 
Mr.  Sanders  and  Mr.  Tucker  for  the  earq  • 
est  and  active  aid  they  have  given  me  in 
promoting  tiie  objects  of  Mr.  ThompiOQ'is 
and  my  mission.  Mr.  T.  Is  at  Toronto  and 
Mr.  H.  is  at  the  Falls.  If  here,  or  if  I 
;  could  delay  the  transmission  of  bid  covor 
munication,  I  should  submit  it  to  then;  fofr 
seme  expression  of  their  opinions. 

As  I  expect  this  te  reach  the  Confederate 
states  by  a  safe  hand,  1  do  nr>t  tnke  the 
Ume  and  labor  necessary  to  pat  it  in  cipher 
—if,  indeed,  there  is  anything  in  it  worth 
coneeallnK  from  our  enemes. 
i  I  ta4kve  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  raspact- 
j  fully,  yr.  obt.  svt.  C.  C.  Ol,a.y,  Jb.  ' 

(lodCTaed)  "Beo'd  lath  Sept..  '64.  J.  P.  4 
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Tito    South    Might     Hare     Oblutiwd     Almost    Any 
Conftusion  IShort  of  i>ei>a>%itlon. 

The  following  account  of  Mr.  Lincoln's 
course  at  the  Hampton  Roads  conl'(;rence  is 
ffom  a  letter  to  Henry  Wattersou  in  the 
Louisville  C'ouvier-Joarnal : 

"  Soon  after  Mr.  Stephens  was  inauf4;u rated 
Governor  of  Georgia,  in  the  year  18S2,  he 
spent  a  day  at  my  residence  at  West  End  in 
tills  city. 

"  After  dinner,  while  talking  over  various 
matters  connected  with  the  war,  I  asked 
him  if  he  ever  had  any  hope  that  the  Hamp- 
ton Roads  conference  would  result  diiferent- 
ly  from  the  \vay  it  did. 

"'I  had  great  hope,'  he  said,  'when  the 
question  was  Hrst  agitated  about  the  confer- 
ence. I  was  always  in  favor  of  settling  the 
war  and  preventing  further  bloodshed,  and 
when  the  conference  was  suggested  by  Mr. 
Blair  and  others  I  took  a  very  active  part  in 
jmshing  it.  There  was  very  bitter  opposi- 
tion to  it  on  the  pait  of  the  friends  of  Presi- 
dent Davis  in  the  Confederate  Congress,  but 
finally  it  was  authorized  and  couimissioners 
selected  to  attend  the  conference.  Much  to 
my  regret  these  commissioners  were  given 
specific  instructions  which  prevented  theui 
negotiating  for  peace  on  any  other  basis 
than  that  which  guaranteed  the  indepeur 
dence  and  autonomy  of  the  Confederate 
States.  1  had  several  talks  with  President 
Davis,  in  which  I  urged  him  to  give  the 
commissioners  full  po\ver  to  negotiate  a 
peace  settlement  without  restrictions,  sug- 
gesting the  wisdom  of  hampering  the  com- 
mission With  any  instructions  and  to  permit 
it  as  wide  a  range  as  possible,  reserving  the 
right  if  fleemed  wise,  to  leject  or  aptuove 
whatever  it  might  do  in  the  way  of  recom- 
mending a  basis  for  settlement.  President 
Davis  did  not  give  us  any  encouragement  on 
that  line;  on  the  other  hand,  the  day  that 
we  U-ft,  we  were  given  specific  instructions 
and  were  pointedly  informed  tliat  no  settle- 
ment coidd  be  coiibidered  that  did  not  I'ecog- 
nize  the  independence  of  the  Confederate 
government.  This  disheartened  me  very 
much,  for  I  knew  it  would  be  a  stumUling 
block  in  our  way,  and  so  told  my  associates, 
hi  fact,  1  luiide  up  my  mind  that  the  confer- 
ence would  be  fruitless,  and  told  my  friends 
that  1  would  decline  the  appointment.  They 
prevailed  upon  me  to  niake  the  effort,  and  I 
consented  solely  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
my  duty  to  do  everything  possible  to  bring 
an  end  to  strife,  but  I  had  no  hope  of  a  suc- 
cessful termination  of  the  conference.  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  his  associates  were  on  board  a 
steamer  when  we  arrived  at  Hampton-Roads. 
He- was  very  coidial  in  his  greeting,  and 
created  quite  a  laugh  at  my  expense.  1  had 
on  a  very  heavy  overcoat  and  a  large  com- 
foi-ter  wrapped  around  my  neck.^  As  I  com- 
menced to  unfold  myself,  taking  off  fu-st  the 
woollen  comforter  and  then  the  overcoat, 
Mr.  Lincoln  turned  to  his  friends  and  said 
with  a  smile:  "Now,  gentlemen,  you  see 
whitt  a  large  amount  of  *  shucli'  Mr.  Step- 
hens has— just  wait  a  minute  and  you  will 
be  siuprised  to  find  what  a  small  '  nubbin' 
he  is." 

"  'After  we  liad  returned  to  the  saloon  of 
the  steamer,'  continued  Mr,  Stephens,  'Mr. 
Lincoln  was  very  talkative  and  pleasant 
witii  all  of  the  commissioners.  He  seemed 
to  be  in  a  splendid  humor,  and  was  in  excel- 
lent s[>irits.  After  awhile  1  joined  him  and 
we  weiit  a  part  from  the  others  and  sat  down 
at  a  small  table  where  there  was  writing 
material.  This  was  before  any  formal  dis- 
cussion had  commenced.  He  broached  the 
sid)ject  of  the  conference  and  expressed  spe- 
cial pleasure  at  the  fact  that  1  was  one  of  the 
commissioners.  He  said  to  me  with  great 
earuestuess  :  "  1  believe  you  and  I  can  settle 
this  matter.  I  know  you  and  you  know  me. 
1  have  cuulidei;ce  in  your  integrity,  and  1 
believe  you  have  iu  mine.  1  do  uot  think 
you  would  ask  m^  to  do  anything  which  1 
thiiik  im[)roiH'r,  and  I  wotdd  not  require 
your  consent  t^  anything  which  i  believed 
unjust."  Picking  up  a  piece  of  piiper  and 
))ushii)g  it  toward  me,  he  said:  "1  will 
write  ouo  word  at  the  tpp,«i'  tbis  sheet  oi> 


with  that  woi'd  as  a  basis,  you  may  write 
out  the  terms  of  settlement,  and  on  that  I 
will  use  all  my  influence  to  have  Congress 
settle  as  we  agree." 

"'1  then  told  him  what;  our  inrstructiotis 
were  from  President  Davis,  and  when  1  did 
a  cloud  came  over  his  face,  his  cliin  drojip.'d 
to  his  breast,  and  for  severiil  minutes  he  did 
not  say  a  word.  Afler  a  pause  he  raised  out 
(>f  his  seat  and  said  to  me,  witii  hands  up- 
lifted, "Then  I  am  not  responsible  for  any 
fiu'lher  bloodshed.  1  had  hoped  the  war 
would  end  with  this  coiiferciicc,  but  it  is  im- 
possible to  make  any  settleujcnt  with  the 
instructions  l)y  vsliich  you  are  bound.  I 
trust  you  will  consider  coulideul  ia.l  wliat  has 
occurred  between  us." 

"'If  we  had  been  empowered  to  negoti- 
ate a  settlement,  with  tlie  preservation  of 
the  Uiiion  as  a  basis,  the  South  M'ould  have 
been  paid  for  its  slaves,  and  \Ae  would  luive 
gotten  any  just  and  reasonable  recognition 
at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  Of  course,  our 
instructions  binding  us  to  lecognize  only  the 
indepeudeuce  of  the  South  prevented  oiu- ac- 
complishing anything,  for  at  the  threshold 
of  Mr.  Jiincoln's  desire  for  peact;  was  his 
determitiation  that  it  must  be  based  upon 
Union.' 

"The.se  are  the  words,  as  near  as  1  can  re- 
member, which  Mr.  Stejihens  spoke  at  my 
residence.  AN'ith  the  exception  of  my  fami- 
ly, the  only  i>er,sou  present  was  tJie  late 
Mark  W.  Johnston,  an  intimate  frientl  of 
Mr.  Stephens  since  boyhood  and  a  neighbor 
of  mine,  \\'hom  i  had  iuviteii  over  to  lake 
dinner  vyith  us. 

■  "I  asked  Afr.  Stephens  at  that  time  to  per- 
mit me  I  o  publish  the  cuiiver.~ation,  but  he 
expressed  his  [)re£erence  to  have  nothing 
said  about  it,  as  tiie  coniermco  was  a  luat- 
ter  of  luiwritteu  hiotoi'y,  and  he  ditl  not  f(v.d 
even  then  authorized  to  make  it  public. 
Since,  however,  the  matter  has  come  up  for 
ni'W.spaper  discussion,  1  think  it  but  just  to 
all  conceined  that  the  public  be  given  the 
bi'uetit  of  this  statement  from  one  of  the 
most  important  characters  in  that  noted 
conference. 

■■  You  are  at  liberty  to  make  such  use  of 
this  letter  as  you  may  deem  proper,  and  if 
yuu  care  to  publisli  it  you  c:an  do  so,  lele- 
grapliing  lue  on  what  day  it  will  appear,  and 
1  will  gi\e  it  simultaneous  publication  in  tlui 
L'i'/i-^t,h(t  oil.     Very  truly  yours, 

"EVAN    F.    HOWELL." 
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Fifty  Years 
Ago  Today 


July  16,  1864. — Two  Self-Appointed  Peace  Commissioners  From  the 
North,  Colonel  James  F.  Jaquess  of  Illinois  and  J.  R.  Gilmore 
("Edmund  Kirke"),  Arrived  in  Richmond  Under  Flag  of  Truce 
— An  Interview  With  Jefferson  Davis. 


Fifty  years  ago  today  two  self-appoint- 
ed peace  cornmissioncrs  from  the  nortli, 
Colonel  James  1".  Jaquess  of  the  Seventy- 
third  Illinois  infantry  and  J.  R.  Gilmore, 
a  well  knovn  writer  ("Edmund  Kirke";, 
arrived  in  Kiclimond  under  flag  oH  truce 
and  put  up  at  the  Spotswood  hotel. 

The  purpose  of  thcit  visit  to  the  con- 
federate capital  was  to  secure  an  in- 
terview with  Jefferson  Davis.  This  Mr. 
Davis  was  prepared  to  give  them.  It 
■^■as  destined  to  lead  to  no  positive  re- 
fcult,  hut  it  was  to  prove  historically 
Important  on  account  of  the  clearcut 
record  that  was  made  of  it  by  Mr.  Gil- 
more, showing  the  exact  attitude  and 
manner  of  the  president  of  the  confed- 
«raw:y  in  defining  his  position  and  that 
of  the  south  at  a  time  when  the  cause 
he  WHS  representing  was  tottering,  anJ 
but  for  the  genius  of  Lee  would  have 
been    in    extremities. 

Colonel  Javiuess  before  the  war  wa.3  a 
Methodist  minister  and  teacher  at 
Qutncy.  111.  He  was  an  earnest  ani 
foi-ceful  character,  who  felt  that  "God 
had  laid  the  duty  upon  him"  of  attempt- 
ing' to  secure  peace.  He  had  tried  with- 
out success,  the  year  before,  to  get 
through  the  lines  to  i'^ichmond.  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  who  knew  him.  had  been 
requested  to  aid  him  In  his  mission,  but 
had  refrained   from   doing  so. 

When  in  July,  1S<>4,  Colonel  .laquess  re- 
newed his  application  for  aid  to  Presi- 
dent Lincoln— having  meanwhile  interest- 
ed in  his  undertaking  Mr.  Gilmore,  who 
had  been  much  with  the  western  armies ' 
as  a  newspaper  correspondent— Lincoln 
gave  hina  a  pass  to  City  Point  and  to  Mr. 
Gilmore  this  note:  "Will  General  Grant 
allow  J.  B.  Gilmore  and  friend  to  pass 
our  lines  with  ordinary  baggage  and  go 
li0\ith?      A.    LINCOLN." 

This  was  all  In  the  way  of  credentials 
that  the  two  conimiasioners  carried  to  the 
front.  Grant  hesitated  about  passing 
them  through  the  lines,  but  after  tele- 
graphing about  tbern  to  Washington  al- 
lowed them  to  get  in  touch  with  Judse> 
Itobort  Quid,  the  confederate  commission- 
er for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  who  on 
learning  their  mission  secured  permission 
for  them  to  proceed  to  Richmond. 
Meeting  Mr.  Bayls. 

On  the  morning  of  July  16  Colonel 
Jaquess  and  Mr.  Gilmore  passed  out  of 
the  union  lines  near  Deep  Bottom,  es- 
corted by  a  number  of  federal  officers, 
and  were  re^iolved  within  the  confederate 
lines.  Judge  Ould,  ■5\'aiting  for  nightfall 
before  starting,  drove  them  to  Richmond, 
where  they  arrived  at  10  p.  m.  An  officer 
of  the  provost  guard  at  Richmond, 
Charles  Javins,  was  assigned  to  remain 
with  the  visitors  during  their  stay  in 
PJchraond  and  slept  in  the  room  with 
them. 

On  the  morning  following  their  arrival 
Messrs.  Jaques.s  and  Gilmore,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Judge  Ould,  addressed  a  note 
to  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  secretary  -jf 
state,  requesting  an  inten'iew  with  Mr. 
Davis. 

'  A  reply  from  Mr.  Benjamin  contained 
an  invitation  for  them  to  visit  him  at 
his   oftl.;c. 

Mr.  Benjamin  quoptioned  the  two  men 
closely  as  to  whetlier  they  came  with  au- 
thority to  represent  Mr.  Lincoln.  They 
Informed  him  they  did  not,  but  that  they 
l-:iiew  Lincoln's  views  and  the  sentiments 
cf  the  people  of  the  norln  and  were  con- 
fident that  they  could  propose  a  basis  for 
pe.ice.    ■ 

They  were  then  told  that  Mr.  Davis 
,T^-(f\\ld    see   them  at   9    that  eveninfir. ^. 


At '  the'  appointed    hour   the    two    advo- 
cates   of    peace    were    at    Mr.    Benjamin's 
Schambcr.      They  found  him  seated.      "At 
his  right  sat  a  spare,  thin-featurod  man," 
wrote  Mr.   Gilmore   in  an  account   of  the 
i  Interview,     "with    iron      gray      hair      and 
[  heard,   and  a  clear,   gray  eye,   full   of  Ufa 
''  and    vigor.       He    had    a    broad,    massive 
.  forehead    and    a    mouth    and    chin    denot- 
'  ing    great    energy    and    strength    of    will. 
His  face  was  emaciated  and  much  wrin- 
kled,   but    his    features    were    good,    espe- 
cl.'illy  his  eyes — though  one  of  them   boro 
a  scar,  evidently  made  by  some  sharp  in- 
strument.      He    wore    a    suit    of    grayish 
brown,  evidently  of  foreign  manufacture, 
and,  as  he  rose,   I  saw  that  he  was  about 
I  f  feet   10  inches   tall,    with   a  slight   stoop 
in   his   thoulders.      His   manner  was   sim- 
ple,   easy   and    quite    fascinating,    and    he 
threw    an    indescribable    charm    into    hla 
I  \olee   as  he  extended  hla  hand  to  us  and 
said: 

"  '1    om    glad    to    see    ycu,    gentlemen. 
You   arc  very  welcome   to   Richmond.'  " 
This   was   Jefferson   Davis. 

>'ot  FigSitiii^  for  Slavery, 
Mr.  Davis  at  once  referred  to  the  ob- 
ject of  the  visit.  Mr.  Gilmore  replied 
that  they  too  had  come  to  ask  how  peace 
might  be  brought  about.  Mr.  Davis  re- 
plied at  once: 

"In  a  very  simple  way.     Withdraw  your 
'  armies  from  our  territory.   ,%nd  peace  will 
•  come  of  itself.     AVe  do  not  seek  to  subju- 
gate   you.  .     .     .  Let    us    alone    and    peace 


confederacy,  but  we  will  be  free!  We  wiu 
govern   ourselves.     We  wUl  do  It    If   we 

1  .n^^  }°   ^^^  *''*''^     southern     plantation 
J  sacked      and      every     southern      city      m 

]  flames."  ''. 

-     Colonsl  Jaquess  now  said  that  he  «aw  it 
,   was  useless   to  prolong  the  interview    He 

'apologlz6<l    for    pressing    hla    views    upon 
Mr.   Davi.,.     ix)ve  of  the  old  flag  must  be 
■I  hi.s  apology. 

T>.'^^  ^''^®  ""'  Intruded  upon  me."  said 

Mr.    DavLs,    in   hi.s   usual   manner.     "I   am 

glad  to  have  met  you.  both.     I  once  loved 

the   old   flag   as   well   as   voii   do;   I    woulJ 

c  have  dle.l   for  it:  but  now  it  is  to  me:  an 

e,  emblem  of  oppression." 

(j     Half  an  hour's  conversation  on  general 

J  topics     fodowed.     The     visit     lasted    two 

'J^  hours.     Mr.    Davis    la    saying   good    by    to 

,  I  Colonel  Jaquess  took  the  northern  preach- 

:     er-soldier's  hand  in  both  of  his  and  said- 

,o|        Lolonel,   I   respect  your   character    and 

'irJj'!^,    ??"..„^'^'!'.':     f"-^      ^    he    passed 


will   come   at   once." 


"But  we  cannot  let  you  alone  so  long 
as  you  repudiate  the  union.  That  Is  tlie 
one  thing  the  northern  people  will  no? 
surrender." 
I  "J-.J*^""^.:  Y°^  would  deny  us  what  you 
^  exact  for  yourselves— the  right  of  self- 
government." 

Discussion  followed.  Mr.  Davis  declared 
there  could  be  no  union  between  north 
and  south.  Mr.  Jaquess  asked  him  if,  aa 
a  Christian   man.   he   could   leave   untried 

«any  means  that  might  lead  to  peace. 
"No,  I  cannot."  replied  Mr,  Davis.  "1 
desire  peace  as  much  as  you  do.  I  de- 
plore' bloodshed  as  much  aa  you  do;  but 
I  feel  that  not  one  drop  of  the  blood  shed 
i  in  this  war  is  on  my  hands— f  can  loolt 
up  to  God  and  say  this.  I  tried  all  In 
my  power  to  avert  this  war.  I  saw  it 
coming,  and  for  twelve  years  I  worked 
night  and  day  to  prevent  it.  but  I  could 
not.  The  north  was  mad  and  blind,  and 
it  would  not  let  us  govern  ourselves;  and 
so  the  war  came,  and  now  it  mu.st  go  on 
till  the  last  man  of  the  generation  falls 
I  in  his  tracks,  and  his  children  seize  the 
musket,  and  fight  his  battle,  unless  you 
acknowledge  our  rights  to  self-govern- 
ment. We  are  not  fighting  for  slavery. 
We  are  lighting  for  independence— and 
that   or  extermination   we   will   have." 

giavery,  declared  Mr.  Davis,  had  never 
been  an  essential  element  in  the  war.  "It 
was  only  the  means  of  bringing  other 
conflicting  elements  to  an  earlier  culmi- 
nation. It  fired  the  musket  that  was  al- 
ready capped  and  loaded." 

Love  01"  Old  Flag  Gone, 

The  two  nothern  men  pleaded  and 
argued  in  turn.  There  was  time  for  the 
south  to  yield  gracefully;  tho  norm  must 
crush  it  in  the  end;  an  election  might  be 
held,  in  all  the  states,  and  a  majority 
vote  might  settle  the  points  at  Issue.  Am- 
nesty would  be  offered:  there  would  be  no 
confiscation  of  property;  the  slaves  would 
be  emancipated. 

"Amnesty,    sir,     applies     to    crIminaJa," 
said    Mr.    Davis,    with    a    show    of    anger. 
I  "We     have     committed     no     crime.    .    . 
3Lau.  ntAYf  .^iimBinrinatft  aaaegr  aea;m_ta  th'^ 


Colonel  Jaquess  out  of  the  room:  "Say  to 
Mr.  Lincoln  for  me  that  I  shall  at  any 
time  be  pleased  to  receive  proposals  or 
peaco  on  th.3  basis  of  our  independence, 
oth^r     '"*,f?®'''^^  *°  approach  men  in  any 

The  two  northern  visitors  were  escorted 
back  to  the  federal  lines  next  day  Their 
fltC,  "^"If  f 'l^^'^y'"^  to  Llncoln-it  con- 
flrmod  what  he  had  asserted  from  the 
rtrst  that  thoiwar  could  only  be  ended 
DJ"^  lorce.  ' 

«tnmn"f'  ^ff^^f  subsequently  took  the 
fi.  ?r  ,  I^incoln,  and  his  vivid  descrlp- 
,V, ,  ^"u    '"'-'•^'^■^'  ^'th  Jefferson  Davis 

did  mur:h  toward  silencing  Voters  who 
had  criticised  Lincoln  for  not  leaking 
overtures  to  the  confederates  '"*'^'°*' 
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judge^s  Diary  Reveals 
Lincoln  as  Peace  Leader 


'  \'  I 


Abraham  Lincoln 


Pres.  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
■•tall,  gaunt  looking  figure,"  the 
man  "with  ample  undersUndings, 
Briarean  arms  and  a  face  radi- 
ant with  intelligence  and  humor," 
was  seen  through  the  eyes  of 
Judge  Joseph  T.  Mills,  of  Lan- 
caster, as  "heaven's  instrument 
to  conduct  his  people  through  this 


sea  of  blood  to  a  Canaan  of  peace 
and  freedom,"  in  a  diary  record 
of  an  interview  held  in  the  na- 
tional capital  76  years  ago  with 
the  Great  Emancipator  whose 
birthday  i£  celebrated  tomorrow. 

The  Wisconsm  State  Historical 
society  has  what  is  believed  to  be 
(Continued  on  Page  6,  Column  7) 


a  heretofore  unpublished  account 
written  by  the  pioneer  Grant 
county  jurist  and  churchman  fol- 
lowing his  meeting  with  the  Civil 
war  president  at  Washington  on 
Aug.  19,  1864.  This  report  Is 
found  in  the  diary  of  Judge  Mills, 
who  went  to  Washington  as  a  Rep- 
resentative of  the  Wisconsin  Sani- 
tary commission,  the  predecessor 
of  the   modem  Red  Cross. 

Judge  Mills'  private  papers  and 
diaries  are  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  historical  society.  The 
volume  devoted  to  the  year  1864 
contains  the  written  account  of 
the  meeting  between  Pres.  Lin- 
coln and  the  long  deceased  lead- 
region  leader  of  Civil  war  days. 
Political    Figure 

Judge  Mills  was  widely  known 
throughout  southwestern  Wiscon- 
sin, He  was  lona  a  prominent  rio- 
litical  figure,  helped  establish  the 
Inst  Presbyterian  church  in  Lan- 


caster, and  was  active  m  the  worli 
of  the  U  S.  Sanitary  commission. 
The  sanitary  commission  served 
much  the  same  functions  m  its 
time  as  did  the  Red  Cross  durmg 
the  World  war.  Funds  were  raised 
for  its  support,  and  women  of  the 
North  worked  to  supply  it  with 
baiidages  and  other  materials  to 
be  used  at  battlefield  hospital 
dressmg  stations. 

He  went  to  Washington  as  a 
representative  of  the  Wisconsin 
unit  of  the  commission,  and 
while  there,  in  company  with  the 
then  former  Wisconsin  governor, 
Alex  W.  Randall,  saw   the  presi- 

Judge  MilU  was  a  colorful  fig- 
ure in  Wisconsin  We,  and  his 
diary  account  of  his  meeting  with 
Pies  Lincoln  is  likewise  colorful 
It  IS  freely  sprinkled  with  classical 
illusions.  Indicative  of  the  jurists 
ieariung. 


The  mterview  took  place  shortly 
before  the  national  conventions 
to  name  presidential  candidates 
for  the  forthcoming  elections. 
Northern  Democrats  favored  modi- 
fication or  abrogation  of  Lincoln's 
emancipation  proclamation,  and 
the  interview,  as  recorded  by  Mills, 
veered  naturally  towards  politics. 

Concerning  Democratic  platform 
proposals  for  the  restoration  of 
slaves  to  the  Southerners,  Pres. 
Lincoln  is  quoted  by  Judge  Mills 
as   follows : 

"There  have  been  men  base 
enough  to  propotie  to  me  to  return 
to  slavery  the  black  warriors  of 
Port  Hudson  and  Ocustee,  and 
thus  gain  the  respect  of  the  mas- 
ters they  fought.  Should  I  do  so, 
1  should  deserve  to  be  damned 
in  time  and  eternity.  Come  what 
will,  I  will  keep  my  faith  with 
friend  and  foe.  My  enemies  pre- 
tend I  am  now  carrying'  on  this 
war  for  the  sole  purpose  of  aboli- 
tion. So  long  as  I  am  president, 
it  shall  be  carried  on  for  the  »oIe 
purpoeie  of  restoring  the  union. 
But  no  human  power  can  subdue 
this  ret>ellion  without  the  use  of 
the  emancipation  policy  and 
every  other  policy  calculated  to 
weaken  the  moral  and  physical 
forces   of   the   rebellion." 

The  full  account  of  Judge  Mills' 
meeting  with  Pres.  Lincoln,  writ- 
ten in  pencU  in  the  judge's  diary 
shortly  after  it  took  place  in  an 
ante-room  of  the  wliite  house, 
follows  in  full: 


Gov.  Randall  asked  a  man  in 
waiting  if  the  president  had  ar- 
rived. "Yes,"  was  the  reply.  We 
entered  a  neat,  plainly  furnished 
room.  A  marble  table  was  in  the 
center.  Directly  there  appeared 
from  an  adjoining  room  a  tall, 
gaunt  looking  figure,  shoulders 
inclined  forward,  his  gait  astride, 
rapid  and  shuiTling,  ample  un- 
derstandings with  large  slippers 
and  Briarean  arms,  with  a  face 
radiant  with  intelligence  and  hu- 
mor. 

The  governor  addressed  him: 
"Mr.  President,  this  is  my  friend 
and  your  friend.  Judge  Mills  from 
Wisconsin." 

"I  am  glad  to  see  my  friends 
from  Wisconsin.  They  are  the 
hearty  friends  of  the  union," 
Lincoln  answered. 

"I  could  not  leave  the  city,  Mr. 
President,"  I  said,  without  hear- 
ing from  you  word  of  cheer. 
Upon  you,  a^  the  representative 
of  the  loyal  people,  depend,  as  we 
believe,  the  existence  of  our  gov- 
ernment and  the  future  of  Amer- 
ica." 

This  introduced  political  topics. 

"Mr.  President,"  said  Gov.  Ran- 
dall, "why  can't  you  seek  seclu- 
sion and  play  hermit  for  a  fort- 
night? It  would  invigorat€  you. 
Admits    He's    Not   Free 

"Aye,"  said  the  president,  "two 
or  three  weeks  would  do  me  no 
good.  1  cannot  fly  from  my 
thoughts — my  solicitude  for  this 
great  country  follows  me  wherever 
1  go.  I  don't  think  it  is  personal 
vanity  or  ambition,  though  1  um 
not  free  from  these  infumities, 
but  feel  that  the  weal  or  woe  of 
this  great  nation  will  be  decided 
in  November.  There  is  no  pro- 
gram offered  by  any  wing  of  the 
Democratic  party  but  that  must 
result  In  the  permanent  destruc- 
tion of  the  union." 


"But,  Mr.  President.  Gen.  Mc- 
Clellan  is  In  favor  of  crushing  out 
the  rebellion  by  force.  He  will  be 
the    Chicago    candidate." 

"Sir,"  said  the  president,  "the 
slightest  knowledge  of  arithmetic 
will  prove  to  any  man  that  the 
rebel  armies  cannot  be  destroyed 
with  Democratic  strategy.  It 
would  sacrifice  all  the  white  men 
in  the  north  to  do  it.  There  are 
now  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  200,000  able  bodied  colored 
men,  most  of  them  under  arms, 
defending  and  acquiring  miion 
territory.  The  Democratic  strategy 
demands  that  these  forces  be  dis- 
banded, and  that  the  masters  be 
conciliated  by  restoring  them  to 
slavery.  The  black  men,  who  now 
assist  union  prisoners  to  escape, 
they  are  to  be  converted  into  our 
enemies,  in  the  vain  hope  of  gain- 
ing the  good  will  of  their  mas- 
ters. 

Success  Inevitable 

"You  cannot  conciliate  the 
South  if  you  guarantee  to  tliem 
ultimate  succes-s.  And  the  experi- 
ence of  the  present  war  proves 
their  success  is  inevitable,  if  you 
fling  the  compulsory  labor  of  mil- 
lions of  black  men  into  their  side 
of  the  scale.  Will  you  give  our 
enemies  such  mihtary  advanta,ges 


as  insure  success  and  then  depend 
on  coaxing,  flattery  and  conces- 
sion to  get  them  back  into  the 
union?  Abandon  all  posts  now 
garrisoned  by  black  men;  take 
200,000  from  our  side  and  put 
them  in  the  battlefields  or  corn- 
fields against  us  and  we  would  be 
compelled  to  abandon  the  war  in 
three  weeks. 

"We  have  to  hold  territory  in 
inclement  and  sickly  places; 
where  are  the  Democrats  to  do 
this?  It  was  a  free  fight  and  the 
field  was  open  for  the  war  Demo- 
crats to  put  down  this  i-ebelhon 
by  fighting  against  both  master 
and  slave  long  before  the  present 
policy  was  inaugurated. 

"There  have  been  men  base 
enough  to  propose  to  me  to  re- 
turn to  slavery  the  black  warrioi^ 
of  Port  Hudson  and  Ocustee,  and 
thus  gain  the  respect  of  the  mas- 
ters they  fought.  Should  1  do  so, 
I  should  deserve  to-  be  damned  in 
time  and  etrenity.  Come  what 
will,  I  will  keep  my  faith  with 
friend  and  foe.  IVIy  enemies  pre- 
tend I  am  now  carrying  on  thii 
war  for  tlie  sole  purpose  of  aboli- 
tion. So  long  as  1  am  president,  It 
shall  be  carried  on  for  the  sole 
purpose  qf  restoring  the  union. 
But  no  human  power  can  subdue 
this  rebellion  without  the  use  of 
the  emancipation  policy  and  every 
other  policy  calculated  to  weaken 
the  moral  and  physical  forces  of 
the  rebellion. 

"Freedom  has  been  given  200.- 
000  men  raised  on  southern  soil. 
It  will  give  us  more  yet.  Just  so 
much  it  has  subtracted  from  the 
enemy,  and  instead  alienating  the 
South,  there  aie  now  evidences 
of  a  fraternal  feeling  growing  up 
between  our  men  and  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  rebel  soldiers.  Let 
my  enemies  prove  to  the  counti-y 
tliat  the  destruction  of  slavery  is 
not  necessary  to  a  restoration  of 
the  union.    I  will  abide  the  issue." 


a   p. 
>n  a 


Deep  Convictions 

I  saw  that  the  president  was 
not  a  mere  joker,  but  a  man  of 
deep  convictions,  of  abiding  faith 
in  justice,   truth   and   providence. 

His  voice  was  pleasant;  his  man-  .ve  . 

ner  earnest  and  emphatic.    As  he  i 

warmed   to   the   theme,   his  mind  >— ^ 

grew   to   the     magnitude     of   his 

body     I  fe]t  I  was  in  the  presence 

of   the   great  guiding  intellect  of 

his   age   and     that   those     "huge 

Atlantean    shoulders    were   fit    to 

bear  the  weight  of  mightiest  mon- 

archs.        His     transparent    hon- 
esty,    republican    simplicity     his 
gushing  sympathy  for  those  who 
offered  their  lives  for  their  coun- 
try, his  utter  forgetfulness  of  self 
in    his   concern   for   its     welfare 
could  not  but  inspire  me  with  con- 
fidence that  he  was  Heaven's  in- 
strument    to    conduct    his    people 
through    this   sea   of   blood   to   a 
i-anaan  of  peace  and  freedom. 


rrangi 
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THE  PEACE  COMMISSIONERS 


Seventy-five  years  ago  this  month  a  concerted  effort 
was  made  to  bring  the  war  betv/een  the  North  and  the 
South  to  a  close  through  compromise.  Negotiations  which 
began  just  before  the  New  Year  came  in,  were  concluded 
just  after  the  month  of  January  had  come  to  a  close  with- 
out accomplishing  the  desired  end.  The  effort  put  forth, 
however,  is  of  interest  to  all  students  of  history  and  es- 
pecially so  at  this  time  of  military  unrest  in  Europe. 

Nine  men  were  more  or  less  involved  in  the  proceed- 
ings: Francis  P.  Blair,  Sr.,  the  original  promoter  of  the 
plan.  President  Lincoln,  Secretary  Seward,  and  General 
Grant  representing  the  North;  and  President  Davis,  three 
commissioners,  Messrs.  Stephens,  Hunter,  and  Campbell, 
and  General  Lee  representing  the  South. 

Francis  P.  Blair,  Sr.,  an  influential  politician,  conceived 
the  idea  of  becoming  a  mediator  between  the  divided  parts 
of  the  Union.  On  December  24,  1864,  President  Lincoln 
upon  the  request  of  Mr.  Blair,  signed  a  pass  which  he 
worded  as  follows: 

"Allow  the  bearer,  F.  P.  Blair,  Sr.  to  pass  our  lines,  go 
South  and  return." 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  note  that  President  Lincoln 
did  not  invest  Blair  with  any  governmental  authority  but 
that  the  envoy  went  wholly  on  his  own  responsibility.  Blair 
had  in  mind  what  has  become  known  as  the  Mexican  Pro- 
ject which  he  felt  would  appeal  to  both  sides  in  the  strug- 
gle. He  proposed  that,  inasmuch  as  slavery  was  now 
doomed,  the  North  and  South  forget  their  differences  to 
unite  in  driving  an  European  power  out  of  Mexico. 

In  conference  with  President  Davis,  a  commission  to 
confer  with  President  Lincoln  was  suggested,  and  a  note 
was  given  to  Mr.  Blair  in  which  President  Davis  said: 

"I  would,  if  you  could  promise  that  a  commissioner, 
minister,  or  other  agent  would  be  received,  appoint  one 
immediately,  and  renew  the  effort  to  enter  into  conference, 
with  a  view  to  secure  peace  to  the  two  countries." 

Lincoln  did  not  take  kindly  to  the  Mexican  Project  which 
was  looked  upon  as  a  "joint  filibustering  foray,"  but  he 
did  open  the  doors  of  negotiation  a  little  wider  in  the  hope 
that  the  ultimate  objective  could  be  agreed  upon.  He  wrote 
in  part  to  Mr.  Blair  on  January  18: 

"I  have  constantly  been,  am  now,  and  shall  continue 
ready  to  receive  any  agent  whom  he  (Davis)  or  any  other 
influential  person  now  resisting  the  national  authority, 
may  informally  send  to  me,  with  the  view  of  securing 
peace  to  the  people  of  our  one  common  country." 

It  will  be  observed  that  President  Davis  spoke  of  "the 
two  countries"  while  President  Lincoln  mentioned  "our  one 
common  country."  Mr.  Blair,  not  yet  willing  to  give  up 
his  "joint  invasion  of  Mexico"  project,  thought  that  Gen- 
eral Lee  and  General  Grant  might  declare  an  armistice 
which  would  pave  the  way  for  joint  movements,  but  this 
did  not  materialize. 

The  Blair  private  mission  did  pave  the  way,  however, 
for  two  conferences.  In  the  first  one  the  South  was  rep- 
resented by  the  Confederate  officials,  Vice-President  Alex- 
ander H.  Stephens,  Senator  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  and  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War  John  A.  Campbell;  the  Union  was  rep- 
resented by  Secretary  Seward.  In  a  memorandum  prepared 
for  Secretary  Seward,  the  President  had  noted  three  defi- 
nite requisites. 

"First.  Restoration  of  the  national  authority  through- 
out all  the  states. 

"Second.  No  receding  by  the  executive  on  the  slavery 
question  from  the  position  assumed  thereon  in  the  late 
annual  message  to  Congress  and  in  preceding  documents. 


"Third.  No  cessation  of  hostilities  short  of  an  end  of 
war,  and  the  disbanding  of  all  forces  hostile  to  the  Gov- 
ernment." 

Nothing  came  of  this  conference,  but  a  dispatch  from 
General  Grant,  who  had  made  arrangements  for  the  con- 
ference at  Fortress  Monroe,  contained  this  suggestion: 

"I  fear  now  their  (southern  commission)  going  back 
without  any  expression  from  anyone  in  authority  will  have 
a  bad  influence  ...  I  am  sorry,  however,  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
cannot  have  an  interview  with  the  two  named  in  this  dis- 
patch (Stevens  and  Hunter)  if  not  all  three  now  within 
our  lines." 

President  Lincoln  decided  to  go  at  once  to  Hampton 
Roads,  and  then  on  board  the  River  Queen  entered  into 
a  four  hour  conference  with  the  commissioners  and  Mr. 
Seward.  It  was  agreed  that  no  writing  or  memorandum 
should  be  made  at  the  time  of  the  conference.  We  have 
the  reminiscences  of  the  southern  commissioners  who 
later  reported  Mr.  Lincoln's  relations  to  five  different 
subjects  which  were  discussed: 

I.  Reconstruction.  "When  the  resistance  ceased  and  the 
national  authority  was  recognized,  the  Southern  states 
would  be  immediately  restored  to  their  peculiar  relation 
to  the  Union." 

II.  Confiscation.  "He  (Mr.  Lincoln)  should  exercise  the 
power  of  the  Executive  with  the  utmost  liberality." 

III.  The  Emancipation  Proclamation.  "Mr.  Lincoln  said 
that  was  a  judicial  question  .  .  .  the  proclamation  was  a 
war  measure,  and  would  have  effect  only  from  its  being  an 
exercise  of  the  war  power.  As  soon  as  the  war  ceased  it 
would  not  be  in  operation  for  the  future." 

IV.  Division  of  Virginia.  "Mr.  Lincoln  said  he  could  only 
give  an  individual  opinion  which  was  that  western  Vir- 
ginia would  continue  to  be  recognized  as  a  separate  state 
in  the  Union." 

V.  The  Thirteenth  Amendment.  On  this  question  Mr. 
Seward  is  said  to  have  mentioned  that  Congress  had 
passed  but  not  ratified  the  Amendment  rather  implying 
that  the  immediate  relief  of  the  southern  states  would 
prevent  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery. 

On  February  8  Congress  asked  President  Lincoln  to 
submit  a  report  of  the  Hampton  Roads  conference,  and 
two  days  later  he  submitted  the  correspondence  which  he 
had  carried  on  with  Mr.  Blair  as  well  as  other  dispatches 
referring  to  the  incident.  There  was  also  filed  by  Secre- 
tary Seward  an  informal  report  of  what  took  place  at  the 
second  conference  at  Hampden  Roads.  He  submitted  some 
of  the  various  points  raised  for  discussion  as  follows: 

1.  The  declaration  of  an  armistice. 

2.  A  review  of  the  anti-slavery  policy. 

3.  The  ultimate  results  of  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion. 

4.  The  restoration  of  national  authority. 

5.  The  liberal  policy  of  the  Chief  Executive. 

6.  Congressional  action  in  view  of  the  Constitution. 

7.  The  amendment  to  the  Constitution  abolishing  slav- 
ery. 

This  second  conference  with  Lincoln  present  did  not 
result  in  any  agreement  for  peace,  and  after  President 
Davis  had  reported  the  results  of  the  conference  to  the 
Confederate  Congress,  he  (Davis)  urged  a  renewed  offen- 
sive on  their  military  fronts. 


Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor 

Published  each  week  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company,   Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Number  829 


Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


February  25,  1945 


THE  PEACE  RESOLUTIONS  IN  ILLINOIS 


The  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  might  be  per- 
sonified as  the  three  "Mid-West  Sisters."  The  loyalties 
of  two  of  them  to  their  Uncle  Sam  during  the  Civil  War 
were  often  challenged.  Vallandingham  and  his  Copper- 
heads in  Ohio  and  Voorhees  and  his  Knights  of  the 
Golden  Circle,  in  Indiana,  became  notorious  in  their 
fifth  column  activities  to  undermine  the  Lincoln  admin- 
istration. 

Little  has  been  said,  however,  about  O'Brien  and  his 
"Fire-in-the-Rear"  patriots  of  Illinois.  Possibly  the 
casual  reader  has  felt  that  inasmuch  as  Lincoln  was  an 
Illinois  man  his  administration  received  unanimous  sup- 
port from  that  state.  But  this  third  sister,  Illinois,  was 
not  always  commendable  for  her  loyalty  during  the 
rebellion. 

Similar  to  the  movements  in  both  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
the  Illinois  fifth  column  activities  were  largely  political 
in  origin  and  effort.  The  Vallandingham  of  Illinois  was 
W.  W.  O'Brien,  of  Peoria.  It  is  the  same  O'Brien  who 
IS  quoted  by  the  Chicago  Times  as  having  said  at  the 
1864  Democratic  Convention  in  Chicago,  that  the  candi- 
date nominated  would  on  the  following  inauguration  day 
in  March  "apply  his  boot  to  'old  Abe's  posterior'  and  kick 
him  out  of  the  presidential  chair." 

O'Brien  conceived  and  guided  successfully  through  the 
House  a  vicious  bill  known  as  "The  Illinois  Peace  Reso- 
lutions of  1863."  It  carried  in  this  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature by  a  vote  of  52  to  28.  The  humiliation  was  much 
more  accentuated  by  the  fact  that  the  vote  was  taken 
on  Lincoln's  birthday.  The  bill  struck  a  snag  in  the  State 
Senate,  however,  where  a  tie  vote  was  registered.  Lieut.- 
Governor  Hoffman,  then  casting  the  vote  against  the 
"Fire-in-the-Rear"  patriots,  and  Governor  Yates  ad- 
journed the  session.  There  is  not  room  in  a  single  issue  of 
Lincoln  Lore  to  present  these  peace  resolutions  in  full,  but 
the  most  important  resolutions  are  supplied  as  Illinois' 
contributions  to  the  fifth  column  activities  of  1863. 

"Resolved,  by  the  House  of  Representatives  (the  Sen- 
ate corusurring  herein).  That  the  army  was  organized, 
confiding  in  the  declaration  of  the  President  in  his  in- 
augural address — ^to-wit:  that  he  had  no  purpose,  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  to  interfere  v.dth  the  institution  of  slav- 
ery in  the  States  where  it  existed,  and  that  he  believed 
he  had  no  lawful  right  to  do  so,  and  that  he  had  no 
mclination  to  do  so;  and  upon  the  declaration  of  the 
Federal  Congress — to- wit:  that  this  war  is  not  waged 
in  any  spirit  of  oppression  or  subjugation,  or  any  pur- 
pose of  overthrowing  any  of  the  institutions  of  any  of 
the  States:  and  that  inasmuch  as  the  whole  policy  of 
the  Administration  since  the  organization  of  the  army 
has  been  at  war  with  the  declarations  aforesaid,  culmi- 
nating in  the  emancipation  proclamation,  leaving  the 
fact  patent  that  the  War  has  been  diverted  from  its  first 
avowed  object  to  that  of  subjugation  and  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  a  fraud,  both  legal  and  moral,  has  been  per- 
petrated upon  the  brave  sons  of  Illinois,  who  have  so 
nobly  gone  forth  to  battle  for  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws;  and,  while  we  protest  against  the  continuance 
of  this  gross  fraud  upon  our  citizen  soldiers,  we  thank 
them  for  that  heroic  conduct  on  the  battlefield  that  sheds 
imperishable  glory  on  the  State  of  Illinois, 

"Resolved,  That  we  believe  the  further  prosecution  of 
the  present  War  cannot  result  in  the  restoration  of  the 
Union  and  the  preservation  of  the  Constitution  as  our 
fathers  made  it  unless  the  President's  emancipation 
proclamation  be  withdrawn. 

"Resolved,  That  while  we  condemn  and  denounce  the 
flagrant  and  monstrous  usurpations  of  the  Administra- 


tion and  enroachments  of  Abolitionism,  we  equally  con- 
demn and  denounce  the  ruinous  heresy  of  Secession  as 
unwarranted  by  the  Constitution  and  destructive  alike 
of  the  security  and  perpetuity  of  our  Government  and 
the  peace  and  liberty  of  the  people;  and  fearing,  as  we 
do,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  present  Congress  and 
Administration  at  no  distant  day  to  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  thereby 
sever  the  Union,  we  hereby  solemnly  declare  that  we 
are  unalterably  opposed  to  any  such  severance  of  the 
Union,  and  that  we  never  can  consent  that  the  great 
Northwest  shall  be  separated  from  the  Southern  States 
comprising  the  Mississippi  Valley.  That  river  shall  never 
water  the  soil  of  two  nations,  but,  from  its  source  to 
its  confluence  with  the  gulf,  shall  belong  to  one  great 
and  united  people. 

"Resolved,  That  peace,  fraternal  relations,  and  politi- 
cal fellowship  should  be  restored  among  the  States;  that 
the  best  interests  of  all  and  the  welfare  of  man  required 
that  this  should  be  done  in  the  most  speedy  and  most 
effective  manner;  that  it  is  to  the  people  we  must  look 
for  a  restoration  of  the  Union  and  the  blessings  of 
peace,  and  to  these  ends  we  shall  direct  our  earnest  and 
honest  efforts;  and  hence  we  are  in  favor  of  the  assem- 
bling of  a  National  convention  of  all  the  States  to  so 
adjust  our  National  difficulties  that  the  States  may 
hereafter  live  in  harmony,  each  being  secured  in  the 
rights  guaranteed  respectively  to  all  by  our  fathers; 
and  which  convention,  we  recommend,  shall  convene  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  or  such  other  place  as  shall  be  deter- 
mined upon  by  Congress  or  the  several  States  at  the 
earliest  practicable  period. 

"Resolved,  further,  therefore,  That,  to  retain  the  ob- 
ject of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  we  hereby  memorialize 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  Administration  at 
Washington,  and  the  Executives  and  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States  to  take  such  immediate  action  as  shall 
secure  an  armistice  in  which  the  rights  and  safety  of 
the  Government  shall  be  fully  protected  for  such  length 
of  time  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  people  to  meet 
in  convention  aforesaid;  and  we  therefore  earnestly 
recommend  to  our  fellow-citizens  everywhere  to  observe 
and  keei)  all  their  lawful  and  constitutional  obligations, 
to  abstain  from  all  violence  and  to  meet  together  and 
reason  each  with  the  other  upon  the  best  mode  to  attain 
the  great  blessing  of  peace,  unity,  and  liberty;  and  be 
it  further 

"Resolved,  That,  to  secure  the  cooperation  of  the 
States  and  the  General  Government,  Stephen  T.  Logan, 
Samuel  S.  Marshall,  H.  K.  S.  O'Melveny,  William  C. 
Goudy,  Anthony  Thornton,  and  John  D.  Caton  are  hereby 
appointed  Commissioners  to  confer  immediately  with 
Congress  and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
with  the  Legislatures  and  Executives  of  the  several 
States,  and  urge  the  necessity  of  prompt  action  to  secure 
said  armistice,  and  the  election  of  delegates  to  an  early 
assembling  of  said  convention,  and  to  arrange  and  agree 
with  the  General  Government  and  the  several  States 
upon  the  time  and  place  of  holding  said  convention,  and 
that  they  report  their  action  in  the  premises  to  tie 
General  Assembly  of  this  State. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going preamble  and  resolutions  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  and  to  each  of  the  Governors  and 
Speakers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  several 
States." 
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Lincoln's  Battle  With   Doves' 


By  HENRY  OWEN 

The  peace  movemenit  in  the 
Nonbh  diiring  *he  Oivi  War  reflect- 
ed: 

•  An  iinstiinotive  feeling  that  ilt 
was  wrong  ito  itry  to  deal  wiitJh  a 
political  problem  (secession)  by 
force  of  arms. 

•  Objections  to  the  di'aft  and,  as 
the  war  continued,  to  heavy  "Union 
losses. 

•  Despair  at  the  prospects  of 
victory  over  what  seemed  bo  be  not 
just  any  army,  but  an  entire 
people. 

•  A  growing  feeling  that  peace  and 
tlie  Union  could  both  be  restored  if 
Lincoln  would  only  negotiate 
sensibly  (i.e.,  if  he  would  not  insist 
on  abolition  of  slavery). 

Tlie  peace  movement  had  two 
centers  of  strength.  New  York  City 
and  the  Ohio-Indiana-Illinoiis  area. 
It  first  showed  major  political 
strength  in  the  1862  Congressional 
elections,  which  went  heavily 
against  the  administration  in  the 
mid-West. 

Refused  Funds  for  Troops 

A  Republican  leader  noted:  "The 
people  have  furnished  men  and 
means  in  abundance  for  all  pui-- 
poses  to  conquer  ithe  enemy;  but 
after  a  year  and  a  half  on  trial 
...  we  have  made  no  progress 
in  putting  down  the  rebellion  .  .  . 
and  the  people  are  desirous  of 
some  change,  they  scarcely  know 
what." 

After  this  election,  the  Illinois 
House  of  Representatives  passed 
an  anti-war  resolution  by  a  large 
majority;  and  the  Indiana  legisla- 
ture refused  appropriations  foi- 
raising  troops.  Gov.  Yates  dealt 
with  the  fraotJious  Illinois  legisla- 
ture by  the  simple  expedient  of 
adjourning  it  until  1865;  Gov. 
Morton  kept  Indiana  in  the  war 
only  by  a  barefaced  dictatorship. 

The  1863  eleotionis  generally 
favored  pro-Union  forces,  but  there 
was  a  startling  development  in 
Ohio. 

Clemenit  Vallandigham,  who  had 
been  exiled  for  anti-war  agitation, 
not  only  gained  the  Democratic 
nomination  for  Governor  but  won 
two-fifths  of  the  votes  cast  in  the 
general  election. 

This  was  the  same  man  who,  a 
short  wihile  before,  had  told  his 
fellow  Congressmen:  "You  have 
not  conquered  ttie  South.  You 
never  wHl.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
things  possible  .  .  .  Stop  fighting. 
Make  an  armistice.  Accept  at  once 
foreign  mediation." 

Newspopers  Urged  Peoce 

A  month  later,  in  December 
186,'?,  the  United  States  House  of 
Representatives  tabled  a  resolution 
calling  on   the  President   to  open 
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negotiations   with   the   South.   The 
vote  was  98  to  59. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  as  Grant's 
offensive  against  Richmond 
brought  heavy  losses,  peace  senti- 
ment waxed. 

Large  peace  meetings  were  held 
in  major  cities  of  t)he  Nortlh. 

The  roster  of  Amei'ican  newspa- 
pers calling  for  peace  included  by 
now  the  New  York  Daily  News,  the 
New  York  Tribune  (on-and-off), 
the  Cincinnati  Enquirer,  the  Co- 
lumbus Crisis,  the  Detroit  Free 
Press,  the  Indianapolis  Sentinel, 
The  Chicago  Times,  and  many 
others. 

In  August  1864,  the  Chaii-man  of 
National  Republican  Committee 
wrote  Lincoln  that  "^the  tide  is 
setting  strongly  against  us  .  .  . 
Were  an  election  to  be  held  now  in 
Illinois  we  sihould  be  beaten  .  .  . 
Pennsylvania  is  against  us  .  .  . 
Nothing  but  the  most  resolute 
action  .  .  .  can  prevent  the  country 
from  faUing  into  hostile  (i.e., 
Democratic)  hands." 

He  attributed  the  party's  misfor- 
tunes, in  part,  to  the  "widely 
diffused  suspicion  .  .  .  that  we  can 
have  peace  with  the  Union  if  we 
would." 

McCleilon  Nominated 

He  urged  Lincoln  to  demonstrate 
the  falseness  of  this  view  by 
appointing  a  peace  commission  to 
negotiate  with  Jefferson  Davis,  on 
only  one  condition:  The  supremacy 
oi  ihe  Coostitulioa  be  acknowl- 
edged. 

Later  that  month,  Lincoln  re- 
corded his  belief  that  he  would  be 
defeated  in  the  election,  and  that 
the  new  President  would  be  unable 
to  continue  the  war  because  of 
peace  promises  made  during  the 
electaion. 

In  early  September,  as  if  to  bear 
out  his  prediction,  the  Democratic 
Party  nominated  Gen.  McClellan 
for  President  on  a  platform,  draft- 
ed under  Vallandigham's  leader- 
ship, which  proclaimed  that  "after 
four  years  of  failure  to  restore  the 
Union  by  the  experiment  of  war 
.  .  .  justice,  humanity,  liberty  and 
the  public  welfare  demand  that 
immediafe  efforts  be  made  for  a 
cessation  of  hostilities  ...  on  the 


basis    of    the    Federal    Umon    of 
States." 

The  peace  movement  had 
reached  its  ipeak. 

Lincoln's  Response 

There  were  four  main  elements 
in  Lincoln's  response  to  this  move- 
ment: 

1.  WAR  AIMS.  He  sought  to 
define  the  purposes  of  the  war  in 
terms  of  "an  issue  whidh  had  so 
great  an  emotional  content  that  all 
the  differences  and  umcertainities  of 
the  popular  mind  would  be  swal- 
lowed up  in  loyalty."  (The  quote  is 
from  Prof.  Kirldand. ) 

That  issue,  Lincoln  decided,  was 
the  survival  of  the  Union  and  of 
representative  government.  This 
meant  that  the  people  of  the  Union 
should  be  able  to  settle  their 
differences  under  the  Constitu- 
tion without,  in  Lincoln's  words, 
"successful  appeal  from  the  ballot 
to  the  bullet." 

This  objective  was  set  down  in 
the  Johnson-Crdititenden  resolution, 
which  passed  'both  bouses  of  Con- 
gress by  big  majorities  in  1861: 
"This  war  is  ncit  prosecuted  upon 
our  part  in  any  spirit  of  aggres- 
sion, nor  for  any  purpose  of  con- 
quest or  subjugation,  but  to  defend 
and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the 
Constitution  .  .  .  and  to  preserve 
the  Union  .  .  .  and  as  soon  as  these 
objects  are  accomplished  the  war 
ought  to  cease." 

Chain  of  Reasoning 

In  his  major  addresses  Lincoln 
returned  again  and  again  to  this 
theme:  That  the  war  was  being 
fought  to  ensure  that  "government 
of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and 
for  the  people  shall  not  perish  from 
this  earth."  How  could  representa- 
tive government  succeed,  he 
asked,  if  its  judgments  were  to  be 
overthrown  by  force  of  arms? 

Thus,  like  Jefferson  in  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  he 
related  the  conflict  to  timeless 
beliefs  about  the  nature  of  man 
and  government.  And  he  did  this 
not  merely  by  rhetoric  but  by  a 
chain  of  (peasonamg  wtaocti  44ie  maao. 
in  the  street  found  clear  and 
persuasive.  (Indeed,  Lincoln's 
straightforward  arguments  general- 
ly got  a  belter  reception  from  the 
public  at  large  than  from  membei's 
of  Congress. ) 

2.  NEGOTIATIONS.  Having 
defined  his  war  aim,  Lincohi 
wanted  to  show  'that  it  was  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  not  he,  who  blocked 
peace  on  terms  consisilent  with 
that  aim. 

To  this  end,  lie  encouraged 
private  probes  of  Confederate 
intentions,  in  1863-64,  by  such 
enthusiastic  "doves"  as  Horace 
Greeley,  Col.  Jacquess,  and  James 
Gilmore.  He  allowed  them  to 
travel  to  Canada  and  Richmond,  in 


order  to  discuss  peace  terms  with 
Confederate  representatives  (in- 
cluding President  Davis  himself), 
and  he  promised  to  faten  to  their 
reports. 

Lincoln  made  deai-  ^fchat  the  U.S. 
government  would  only  enter 
negobiations  if  these  emissaries 
could  report  that  President  Davis 
would  agree,  in  such  negoltiations, 
to  resore  the  Union  and  tiie  Consti- 
tution. This  was  one  issue  on  which 
Lincoln  could  not  compromise 
without  jeopardy  to  ihis  essential 
war  aim.  By  making  itihis  clear 
beforehand  he  reassured  the 
"hawks"  (Republican  Radicals). 

Pressed  Abolition 

The  "hawks"  also  pressed  him  to 
make  the  abolition  of  slavery  a 
pre-condition  to  peace.  As  the  war 
went  on,  Lincoln  had  come  increas- 
ingly to  support  abolition.  Yet  Lo 
make  its  immediate  achievement  a 
condition  of  peace  would  be  to 
place  in  jeopardy  the  supj>ont  for 
the  war  that  he  was  getting  from 
responsible  "doves,"  the  mwlerate 
Democrats. 

The  result:  Masterful  unclarity 
on  Lincoln's  part.  In  his  famous 
"To  Whom  It  May  Concern" 
statement  m  mic-64  he  edited  two 
pa-e-conditions  to  peace:  preserva- 
tion of  the  Union,  and  abolition  of 
slavery.  When  ibhe  Democrats 
protested  that  Lincoln  was  thus 
creating  new  obstacles  to  peace,  he 
wrote  private  letters  to  peace 
leaders  in  the  North,  suggesting 
that  if  Jefferson  Davis  wanted  to 
propose  restoration  of  the  Union 
without  the  aboJilbion  of  slavery, 
"let  him  try  me."  The  implication 
was  that  Lincoln  miight  prove 
flexible  on  this  point. 

This  vagueness  pleased  no  one, 
but  enabled  the  Greeley-Jaquess- 
Gilmore  peace  probes  to  be  mount- 
ed without  giviiijg  too  much  offense 
to  either  hawks  or  the  doves. 

Changed  Tactics 

These  probes  served  the  purpose 
Lincoln  had  in  mind:  They  proved 
that  the  main  obstacle  to  peace  lay 
ill  Ridunoiid,  not  Washmgton. 
Presadent15avas "tadicatefliChat  ttie 
wai-  could  only  be  ended  by  accept- 
ing post-war  Confederate  rule  in 
the  South. 

Lincoln  encouraged  disappointed 
peace  probers  to  share  these 
results  with  the  Northern  voters 
before  the  November  election. 

When  that  election  was  won, 
Lincoln >  changed  his  tactics,  but 
not  his  strategy. 

On  Grant's  ur©ng,  he  accepted  a 
Confederate  invitation  to  talk 
peace  at  Hampton  Roads  with  the 
Vice  President  ol  the  Confederac> 
(an  old  friend)  and  two  other 
Confederate  Commissioners— 

without  any  pror  indication  of 
Confederate  agrtement  to  restore 
the  Union.  He  wanted  to  discover 
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whether  the  deteriorating  Southern 
military  situation  was  reflected  in 
a  changed  Confederate  negotiating 
position.  It  was  not. 

The  meeting,  the  only  "official" 
negotiation  of  the  war,  broke  up 
after  four  hours.  The  Confederate 
representatives  could  not  agree  to 
restore  the  Union,  even  though 
both  Lincoln  and  Seward  signalled 
some  flexibility  on  abolition  (at 
least  in  request  of  means  and 
timing).  Lincohi  could  not  agree  to 
an  armistice  without  a  political 
settlement;  this  would  only  give 
the  Southern  armies  needed  res- 
pite, and  prolong  the  war. 

3.  PACIFICATION.  During  this 
Conference  the  Southern  Commis- 
sioners described  Lincoln's  de- 
mand that  the  South  lay  down  its 
arms  as  a  call  for  "unconditional 
submission."  Seward  replied  that 
the  people  of  the  South  would  have 
the  safeguards  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  Courts,  once  the  Union  was 
restored. 

Here  was  the  essence  of  Lin- 
coln's peacemaking.  Confederate 
leaders  might  not  give  up  the  goal 
of  overthrowing  Union  rule,  but 
Lincohi  hoped  that  the  Southern 
people  would,  if  they  were  offered 
a  prospect  of  fair  treatment  in  the 
Union. 

His  plans  for  pacification- 
restoring  self-government  and 
Congressional  representation  in 
occupied  areas  of  the  South— were 
to  him  a  more  likely  road  to  peace 
than  negotiation.  He  looked  to 
settling  the  great  issues  that  were 
at  stake,  not  by  negotiating  under 
the  threat  of  armed  duress,  but  by 
submitting  them  to  the  normal 
process  of  free  election.  He  hoped 
to  restore  peace  by  treating  not 
with  the  Confederacy  but  with  its 
citizens. 

Insured  Free  Elections 

All  this  took  concrete  form  in  the 
first  Southern  areas  to  come  under 
Union  rule:  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
and  Tennessee.  He  sought  quickly 
to  restore  state  governments,  and 
he  instructed  his  military  com- 
manders to  insure  that  there  was  a 
genuinely  free  vote.  He  did  not 
want,  he  wrote  one  of  them, 
"Northern  men  here  (in  the  Con- 
g  r  e  s  s)  as  representatives 
elected  ...  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet."  Orderly  elections  were 
held  as  early  as  December  1862  in 
the  First  and  Second  Louisiana 
(Congressional  districts,  which 
embraced  New  Orleans  and  outly- 
ing areas. 

In  December  1863  the  President 
sought  to  dramatize  what  he  was 
about.  He  announced  that  as  soon 
as  10  percent  of  the  registered 
voters  in  any  state  occupied  by 
Union  armies  were  ready  to  tak 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Consti- 
tution, he  would  be  prepared  to 
restore  state  government.  The 
people    of   that    state    could    then 


decide  for  themselves,  hi  free 
elections,  by  whom  they  wanted  to 
be  governed— locally  and  in  the 
Congress.  With  this  went  a  sweep- 
ing amnesty. 

The  "hawks"  disapproved  and 
passed  the  punitive  Wade-Davis 
law  as  a  substitute.  Lincoln  used 
the  pocket  veto  to  kill  that  law. 

Disappointed  Crowd 

He  hoped  that  as  word  of  his 
pacification  pohcy  got  about,  the 
morale  of  the  Confederate  people 
and  armies  would  be  affected  and 
the  way  opened  for  a  lasting 
peace. 

All  this  was  at  the  heart  of 
Lincoln's  concerns  in  the  final 
months  of  his  life.  When  a  large 
crowd  came  to  cheer  beneath  the 
White  House  windows  at  the  news 
of  Lee's  surrender,  Lincoln  disap- 
pointd  it:  In  this,  his  last  speech, 
he  spoke  not  of  military  victory 
but  of  his  plans  for  restoring  self- 
government  on  generous  terms  in 
the  South  —  and  of  the  progress 
which  these  plans  were  making  in 
L\)uisiaDa. 

Thus,  Lincohi's  handling  of 
"negotiations"  largely  in  terms  of 
Nortiiern  politics  was  balanced  by 
his  han(Uing  of  "pacification" 
largely  in  terms  of  Southern  needs. 
The  first  he  saw  as  a  means  of  de- 
fusing peace  sentunent  m  the 
North;  the  second  was,  in  his  view, 
the  essence  of  peace-making  in  the 
South. 

4.  MAKING  WAR.  But  none  of 
this  would  avail,  Lincoln  beheved, 
unless  Union  military  successess 
convmced  the  Southern  people  that 
resistance  was  futile.  "Peace" 
pressures  on  the  President  to  relax 
the  pace  of  military  operations  got 
short  shrift. 

This  issue  came  to  a  head  in  the 
summer  of  1864. 

Grant's  offensive  against  Rich- 
mond had  bogged  down  hi  heavy 
casualties.  A  historian  notes  that 
"every  day  the  North  was  sinking 
deeper  in  despair,  as  hopes  of  a 
speedy  victory  vanished."  There 
were  demands  for  firing  "butcher" 
Grant  and  calling  off  his  offensive. 

Avoided  Sherman 

A  stepped-up  offensive  would 
mean  heavy  losses  and  a  new  draft 
call,  and  would  hurt  Lincoln  politi- 
cally in  the  short  run.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  this  offensive  succeeded, 
fewer  people  would  probably  be 
killed  in  the  long  run,  and  the 
Northern  peace  party's  position  in 
the  election  would  be  weakened. 

Some  eminent  Southerners  were 
weighmg  the  same  factors.  Gen. 
Stephen  Ramseur  of  North  Caroh- 
na  wrote  his  wife:  "If  our  armies 
can  hold  then-  own,  suffer  no 
crushing  disaster  before  the  next 
election,  we  may  reasonably 
expect  a  termination  of  this  war. 
.  .  .  McClellan  will  be  elected  and 


his  election  will  bring  peace.  ..." 
Gen.  Joseph  Johnston,  fighting 
ably  in  Georgia,  sought  to  avoid 
pitched  battle  with  Sherman- 
judging  that  a  delaying  defense 
was  best  calculated  to  enhance 
war  wearuiess  in  the  North.  He 
and  other  Confederate  Military 
leaders  had  long  since  ceased  to 
think  of  victory;  their  only  object 
was  to  keep  the  war  going  long 
enough  to  give  peace  sentiment  in 
the  North  a  chance  to  prevail. 

Lincohi  turned  a  deaf  ear  to 
pressures  for  "de-escalation."  He 
called  for  another  500,000  men  lo 
be  drafted  (even  though  the  draft 
was  highly  unpopular— witness  the 
extensive  draft  riots  in  Ohio  and 
New  York  the  previous  year. )  He 
told  the  armies  to  pres,s  ahead,  a.s 
hard  as  they  could:  "Hold  on  with 
a  bulldog  grip  and  chew  and  choke 
as  much  as  possible." 

Storm  of  Protest 

A  storm  of  protest  broke  about 
his  head,  as  he  knew  it  would.  His 
biographer  records:  "All  the 
submerged  discontent  broke  into 
open  clamor.  The  awful  losses  of 
the  last  few  weeks  had  horrified 
die  nation.  The  thought  of  further 
bloodshed  brought  revulsion." 

The  language  with  which  some 
Northern  newspapers  greeted  his 
demand  for  "five  hundred  thou- 
sand more  victims"  probably  did 
not  surprise  Lincoln.  His  election 
prospects  seemed  to  dip  further. 

But  Lincoln's  other  expectations 
were  also  borne  out:  As  Sherman 
and  Grant  pressed  forward.  North- 
ern peace  sentiment  receded, 
Southern  peace  sentiment  mount- 
ed, and  McOlellan's  fortunes 
declined.  After  the  November 
election,  the  Northeni  peace 
movement  never  troubled  Luicoln 
again. 

Lincoln's  responses  to  the  peace 
movement  were  effective  and 
mutually  reinforcing,  because  thry 
were  grounded  in  the  principle  of 
self-determination. 

Based  on  Principal 

Seemg  tlie  war  largely  as  a 
means  of  preserving  this  principle, 
he  was  able  to  define  its  meaning 
eloquently  and  effectively. 

Because  he  insisted  that  any 
peace  negotiations  be  based  on  this 
principle,  he  was  able  to  handle 
pressures  for  negotiation  in  a  way 
that  strengthened,  rather  than 
weakened,  the  war  effect. 

Because  his  pacification  plans 
were  du-ectly  related  to  this  princi- 
ple, they  offei-ed  jponvincing  hope 
for  the  futui'e. 

And  because  he  perceived  that 
this  principle  was  at  sitake  he  was 
able— sensitive  though  he  was  to 
human  suffermg— to  explain  why 
pressures  for  abating  a  cruel  war 
could  not  be  accommodated. 


Quoted  Lincoln's 
Feelings    About 
Peace    Efforts 


Numerous  historians  have  com- 
mented on  the  failure  of  peace  ef- 
forts which  were  made  in  1864.  How 
President  Lincoln  felt  toward  these 
efforts  is  revealed  in  the  files  of  The  1 
Journal  for  that  year.  An  intere.sLing 
interview  was  reported  by  Judge 
John  T.  Mills,  quoting  President  Lin- 
coln as   follows; 

"Sir,  the  slightest  knowledge  of 
arithmetic  will  prove  to  any  man 
that  the  rebel  armies  cannot  be 
destroyed  with  Democratic  strategy. 
It  would  sacrifice  all  the  white  men 
of  the  North  to  do  it. 

"There  are  now  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  nearly  200.000  able- 
bodied  colored  men,  most  of  them 
under  arms,  defending  and  acquiring 
Union  territory.  The  Democratic 
strategy  demands  that  these  forces 
be  dislDanded  and  that  the  matters 
be  conciliated  by  resloring  them  to 
slavery.  The  black  men  who  now 
assist  Union  prisoners  to  escape  are 
to  he  converted  hito  our  enemies  in 
the  vain  hope  of  gaining  the  good 
will  of  their  masters.  We  shall  have 
to  fight  two  nations  instead  of  one. 

"Will  you  give  our  enemies  such 
'  military  '  advantages  as  will  insure 
success,  and  then  depend  on  coaxmg, 
flattery  and  concession  to  get  them 
back  into  the  Union?  .Abandon  all 
the  posts  now  garrisoned  by  black 
men;  take  200,000  men  from  our  side 
and  'put  them  in  the  battle  field  or 
corn  field  against  us,  and  we  would 
be  obliged  to  abandon  the  war  in 
;  three    weeks." 


